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ADVERTISEMEN x. 


HEN a perſon conſiders the many periodical produc- 
tions which already ſolicit the attention of the Pub- 
Tic, and languiſh in the market, he will be apt to condemn as 
ſuperfluous the preſent enterprize, and to accuſe us of teme- 
rity in daring to venture on a courſe where ſo many of our 
predeceſſors have failed of ſuccefs. Our hopes of encourage- 
ment are founded on the novelty of our plan, and on the merits 
of execution. Among the multitude of magazines and other 
periodical papers that iſfue daily from the preſs, few are cal- 
_ culated to gratify the correct taſte of thoſe readers who con- 
ſider books as the ſcurce of rational inſtruction or elegant 
amuſement. Debaſed for the greater part dy vulgar flippancy, 
or bound in buckram pedantry of ſtile, and not leſs ridiculous 
for the matter they contain, than for the manner of execution, 
they ſeem admirably fitted to ſerve as covers for thoſe fetid 
compoſitions of cookery, which their ſpinſter-tutored pages 
ſo learnedly detail. The Britiſp Mercury (if the Editors abi- 
lities ſhall prove adequate to the execution of their plan) will 
preſent to the lovers of polite learning no nauſeated morſel of 

KEteraturc, and afford to the ſeverer ſtudies of the ſcholar and 

man of letters no contemptible relaxation. 

Reſolved to ſtand or fall by the merits of the work alone, 
the Editors diſdain to put in practice the modern arts of puf- 
fing, and fcorn to court other patronage than the Public's, to 
whom their labours are devoted. 

The following are the articles which this N pro- 
poſes to embrace. 

I. Original effays in proſe and verſe, on hiſtory, politics, 

and the Belles Lettres in general. 

II. New tranſlations of the moſt admired monuments cf 
Greek and Roman eloquence. 

III. Extracts from, and ſometimes entire tranſlations of 
new books in the Italian and French languages, where they 
merit it by novelty of matter and ſupericr elegance of ſtile. 
A 2 Iv. Remark- 
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IV. Remarkable fpeeches of members of parliament on 
fubjects of great national importance. | 

V. La BAGATELLE,.. Or current anecdotes, bon mots, 
epigrams, caricatures ; whatever, in ſhort, amuſes at London 
or Paris the minds of the learned or polite world. * 

VI. Account of new plays and performers. 

VII. Review of new publications of merit, muſical per- 
ſormances, paintings, and prints. 

VIII. Liſt of new books, eme, &C. publiſhed 


in Great Britain, France, &c. 


IX. Parliamentary proceedings. 
X. News. 
From this variety. of articles (which, the reader no doubt is 


| aware, cannot all enter into every Number of this work) the 


Editors will ſele& whatever ſeems beſt ſuited to the moment, 


and ſhall endeavour to recommend by the charms of novelty 
every Number of this Performance. | 


Such is the extenſive plan, which to accompliſh, the Edi- 


tors ſolicit earneſtiy the aſſiſtance of thoſe who ſacrifice to 


the Muſes, and who join to a fund of information, force, ele- 


gance, and purity. of ſtile, They will ever be happy to uſher 
into the world the infant efforts of Gzx1vs, whether ſhe 
. ruſhes a young eagle upon the wind, and dares with fearleſs 


wing the tempeſt, or tries a timid philomela her firſt flights, 
ſcarful of critic-blaſts, and Da to every breath of envy 


| and detraction. 


But the puny tribe of acroftic, rebus, and enigma mar.u- 


lacturers, are requeſted to depoſit their tiny offerings elſe- 
where: ODI PROFANUM VULGUS & ARCEO, is the motto 


inſcribed on the portal of this temple, which we dedicate to 
Mercury and the Muſes. 
As this work depends entirely upon its 3 merit, we 


do not promiſe to call in often the foreign aid of engraving, 


with which ſo many periodical productions endeavour to cap- 
tivate. the Public. We ſhall give however, at times, a carica- 
ture, and ſometimes an elegant engraving. 
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THE PRESENT. STATE OF. THE WORLD + 


o n, 
A PHILOSOPHICAL INQUIRY INTO TRE ORIGIN AND 
PROGRESS OF COMMERCE, LITERATURE, AND ro- 
LITICS, AND THEIR CONNECTION AND INFLUENCE 
ON EACH OTHER. - 


i 8 


E RE a politician and philoſopher of an- 
tient times to riſe from the dead, and to 

take a ſurvey of the preſent ſtate of the world, 
the circumſtance which would firſt attract his at- 
tention, which would make the deepeſt impreſſion 
on his mind, and around which all other objects 
would arrange themſelves as their center of at- 
traction, is the prevailing paſſion for commerce. 
Commercial advantages are the great ſources of 
war, and the ſureſt cement of peace. For theſe; 
ſtateſmen, princes, kings, and emperors, em- 
ploy the whole extent of their capacities, and 
A. | maſs 
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(6) 
maſs of their influence and power. For theſe 
they fight, they negoriate, they flatter, and de- 
ceive. Commercial advantage is conſidered as 
the ſupreme good of nations; the grand object 
to which all other conſiderations muſt give place; 
the end to which all inferior ends muſt be devoted 
and ſacrificed. The progreſs of nations bears, 
in manifold inſtances, a ſtriking analogy to that of 
human life. In infancy and childhood, an amiable 
fiimplicity, and few wants but what may be gra- 
tified without any pain or care, are nearly of kin 
to the innocence and eaſe of the earlieſt ſtages of 
the earlieſt families, tribes, and more extended 
ſocieties of men, when in the genial and genera- 
tive climates, whether of Aſia, or the ſoutherh 
parts of Europe and the northern of Africa, or 
in Chili, Mexico, and Peru, they ſubfiſted on the 
ſpontancous productions of the earth, and lived 
even in harmony with the tame and domeſtic 
animals, being contented with the eggs of the 
feathered creation, and with the milk and fleeces 
of. the fruitful fold. This golden age is more or 
leſs realized in every country, and perhaps in 
every age; ſince in every age nations, or more 
properly families and tribes of men, are, in ſome 
quarter or other of the earth, to be found in every 
one of the different ſtages from rudeneſs to re- 
finement. | 
But as, on the approactt of puberty and man- 
hood, the appetites and paſſions of men grow 
fironger and ſtronger, and their wants are, of 
courle, proportionably increaſed ; ſo the paſſions 
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and the wants of infant tribes and nations are in- 
ereaſed alſo. They become hunters and fiſhers, 
and their blood being, inflamed, as it were, by 
the purſuits and the conqueſts of the chace, like 
Nimrod, that ravager of early antiquity, they 
begin to hunt and to deſtroy one another. For 
now ideas of property prevail, men covet the ſame « 
things : and among ſavages, the firſt efforts of 
rapacity and avarice are war and plunder. War, 
begun by rapacity, is inflamed by emulation and 
every angry paſſion ; and plunder, which was the 
firſt, becomes, not unfrequently, only the ſecon- 
dary object of contention. 

Although war and bloodſhed be the moſt ob. 
vious means by which different nations ſeek to 
acquire to themſelves the property or poſſeſſions 
of others, yet are not theſe the only means. Ideas 
of bartering one thing for another, firſt ſpring 
up among individuals of the ſame nation, and are 
afterwards transferred to the dealings and inter- 
courſe of nations. 

So extremely natural are ideas of barter or ex- 

change to the human mind, that even children 
1 and ſchool-boys, untaught and of their own ac- 
cord, exchange with one another their ſweet- 
meats and toys; and thus, in their commercial 
intercourſe, as well as in their quarrels, exhibit 
in miniature the paſſions and the purſuits which 
form and actuate mighty kingdoms and empires. 
Whatſoecver is moſt ſought after becomes, in 
rude ſocieties, the ſtandard or rule by which the 
prices of all things are aſcertained : beaſts, gar- 
A ments, 
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ments, inſtruments of war, ornaments, and vari- 


ous articles of food and of intoxication. The 
precious metals are naturally adopted in the 


progreſs of commerce, as the eaſieſt means of ex- 


change and meaſure of the value of commodities. 
Theſe metals are at firſt meaſured; and, as 


ſociety advances, the trouble of admeaſurement 


is ſaved, by a ſtamp impreſſed on a particular 


piece of metal, which we call a coin. All theſe 


facts are placed b yond all doubt, by written and 
by oral tradition, from the firſt records with which 
we are acquainted, the ſacred ſcriptures, and the 


writings of Homer, down to the lateſt diſcoveries 
by our countrymen in the Pacific Ocean. 


Thus it appears, that the great modes in 
which nations, if we may uſe the phraſe, addreſs 
and correſpond with one another, are war and 
commerce. Theſe, in every ſtate, next to the 


political conſtitution, are the principal objects. 
And, to return once more to the compariſon that 


has been inſtituted between the grow:h and ad- 
vancement of individuals and of nations, as in 


the heat and fire of youth, men are prone to gra- 


tify their predominant paſſions at every riſque, 


and to bear and tend in the moſt direct manner 


to their object; whereas, in more advanced years, 
they become more calm, cautious,. and circum- 
ſpect in their conduct, as well as comprehenſive, 
both in the deſig::s they have in view, and in the. 
means by which they endeavour to accompliſh . 


them: ſo likewiſe civilized and poliſhed nations 


do not haſtily ruſh, like ſavages, into the field of 
1 aj ws 8 battle, 


{9 1 
battle, on every light occaſion of quarrel, but 
apply themſelves, often, to bring about their 
ends by the artifices of intrigue and negociation, 
or at leaſt ſuſpend the execution of their ſchemes 
until an opportunity occurs when they may exe- 
cute them with advantage. We of the preſent 


age, according to the obſervation of the great 


Lord Bacon, are the true antients. The preſerit 
is the moſt thoughtful, the moſt refined, the moſt 
eircumſpect, and political age, that the world has 
ever known, and the moſt liberal and-enlarged 
in its views and deſigns. Accordingly, whereas, 
in former times, kings and heroes placed, like 
young men eager to prove their perſonal valour 

and ſtrength in arms, their glory i inconqueſt and 
_ devaſtation, the rulers of the preſent times are 
chiefly attentive to the- arts of peace, becauſe 
' theſe, not the moſt heroic efforts of war, conſti- 
tute the real ſtrength or reſources of a nation: 
Which may be reduced to three heads, Wealth, 

Revenue, and Population. Theſe, in the pre- 
ſent advanced ſtate of art, not the greateſt cou- 
rage or military {kill alone, are the greateſt and 
ſureſt reſources in both offenſive and defenſive 


war; they enable the contending parties, by freſh 


ſupplies of men and of ammunition, and all ne- 
ceflary proviſions, to weary out the adverſity of 
fortune. They multiply advantages and chances 
in making attacks, and form the ſureſt bulwarks 
againſt foreign invaſion. In making an eſtimate, 
indeed of the comparative ſtrength of nations, 
reſpect is to be had to the manners, as well as to 
3 A 3 the 
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( 1 ) 
_ the wealth and numbers of any people: fince an 
enervated and unwarlike race of men, however 
numerous, and however rich, is but poorly pro- 
tected by foreign mercenaries. But it is ſufficient 
to our preſent purpoſe to obſerve, that a ſuperia- 
rity in numbers, wealth, and revenue, are ſuffi- 
cient to caſt the balance in favour of any nation, 
all other circumſtances being equal. With re- 
gard to the queſtion concerning the advantage, 
of virtue over riches, of ſteel over gold, that is not 
the ſubject now under conſideration: although 
we may obſerve, as we go along, that that 
prince is the wiſeſt politician, who aims, like the 
late immortal King of Pruſſia, to promote at 
once the population, the wealth, and the hardy 
virtue of his people, by agricul ure, by manu- 
factures, and by military diſcipline; to convert, 
as it were, his Kingdom into one ſpacious and for- 
_ tified camp, occupied by an agricultural militia. 
It is not, however, a regard to natural ſtrength 
and ſecurity alone, it is not the conſideration that 
money is the grand iinew and ſupport of war only. 
that diverts, in ſo eminent a degree, the modern 
nations from war to peace, from the dangers and 
the glories of the field of battle, to the pleaſures 
and emoluments of peace and commerce. In 
order to find out the cauſes of this phenomenon, | 
and of the moſt prominent features in the preſent 
countenance or aſpedt of human affairs, let us 
trace, from the firſt documents of hiſtory, the 
gradual operation of certain principles in the 
conſtitution of man; the eſtes of theſe as they 
| | have: 
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| have been influenced by circumſtances and ſitua- 
tions, and by thoſe various diſcoveries and acci- 
dents, which have, eſpecially in theſe latter ages, 
produced ſuch W . and r re- 
volutions. 

The force or imperns of the mind, which is one 
ſimple and undivided ſubſtance, is directed to 
four different objects: animal pleaſure; ſocial 
pleaſure; ſuperiority or diſtinction; and the 
attainment of knowledge. Let us conſider brief - 
ly the uniform operation of the paſſions that urge 
us onward in the purſuit of theſe, amidſt the viciſ- 
ſitudes of nations, and the effects they have pro- 
duced on the preſent political ſyſtem of the world. 
There is a pleaſure, according to ſome ob- 
ſervers on Nature, in mere exiſtence and good 
health; and this they conceive to be the pleaſure 
of the loweſt orders of animals, as oyſters, and 
_ other ſhell-fiſh, devoid of the power of ſelf- mo · 
tion and of every other ſenſe, beſides that of 
touch. It is evident, that it is impoſſible to in- 
fluence ſuch beings by any other medium than 
that of adminiſtering or depriving them of the 
juices which furniſh their ordinary nouriſhment: 
they are wholly beyond the reach of luxury and 
refinement, and obſtinately adhere to the ſtate 
and poſition-in which they were originally placed 
by the hand of Nature. But animals endowed, 
beſides the ſenſe of touch, with that of ſmelling, 
taſting, hearing, and ſeeing, become members: 
af a very extenſive ſyſtem, and are capable of be- 
ing influenced. by a vaſt variety of objects, and 


und er- 


_ nndergoing. many changes and deviations from 

the ſimpleſt ſtate of exiſtence. A dog, for ex- 
ample, a carnivorous animal that naturally roams 
| through the woods and foreſts. in queſt of prey, 
is, through the medium of his ſenſes, domeſti- 
cated and adopted, as it were, into the ſociety of 
man. He changes his natural habits and incli- 
nations; he lives on other food than fleſn; he 
foregoes the pleaſures and the fatigues of the 
chace; he becomes the guardian of the very flock 


bis nature prompts him to attack and devour; 


and is, in all things, obedient to the command of 
his maſter. Is it not natural, therefore, to imagine, 

that the pleaſures and the pains of ſenſe, a deſire af · 
ter the former, and an averſion to the latter, muſt 
alter the condition and charad er of man, placed in 
a ſituation ſo highly elevated above that of the 


moſt ſagacious of the brute creation, and that 


commands a ſphere, replete with ſo many objects 
of ſenſe to be purſued, and to be avoided ? Thus 
even in the loweſt principles of their mind, even 
in ſenſation itſelf, mankind have in their nature 
the ſeeds of improvement, and of progreſſion 
from rudeneſs to delicacy of taſte The pleaſures 
of luxury lead on to the profits of commerce: for 
without the latter, the former cannot be attained. 
The delicacy and the induſtry of men being once 
| awakened, and mutually acting, and re- acting on 
| each other, carry them on to ſtill farther and 
farther improvements in all the branches of fo- 
reign as well as of domeſtic trade and manufac- 

dures. Luxury, even of the loweſt kind, the 
5 luxury | 
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Yuxury even of the table, and of commodious 
accommodation in cloaths, houſes, and various 
Kinds of furniture and equipage, rouſes men from 
their natural indolence, and preſenting the more 


opulent part of the nation with objects of luxury 


which they never before dreamed of, exeites in 
them a deſire of a more pleaſurable way of life 


than what their anceſtors ever enjoyed. 


But all the excitement of this lower ſpecies of 
tony is extremely infignificant to that fimulus to 
induſtry, which is occaſioned by the ſocial prin- 


ciples in our nature, and our natural love of ſu- 


periority and diſtinction. The moſt ſplendid 
tables, furaiture and equipage, the richeſt dreſs, 
the moſt coſtly jewels, loſe all their reliſh, and 
ſicken and wither in the languiſhing and ſatiated 
eye of the indifferent poſſeſſor, if his vanity is not 
kept alive and ſupported by the ſympathy, and 
admiration, and even envy of his fellow men. 


Theſe give the true reliſh to the ſumptuous ban- 
quet, in the judgment of him who beſtows it: 


theſe give all its brilliancy to the moſt magnifi- 


cent apparel, and all its luſtre to the ruby and 


diamond. 
Now this luxury or delicacy of taſte i in matters, 


of ſenſe ; this ſocial reference of every thing to 


the judgment and ſympathy, and participation of 
our fellow- men: all theſe printiples of induſtry 
and commerce undoubtedly exiſted in antient 


times, and in the middle ages, as well as at the 


preſent moment. That ardour of trade, there- 
fore, which diſtinguiſhes the preſent generation, 
We | is 
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is to be accounted for, not by theſe principles 


taken alone, but by theſe-as they are modified by 


other circumſtances. - Men are not now more 


ſenſual, more. gay, more ſocial, or more vain, 


than they were in former times: but men and 


nations, with all the principles and paſſions about 


them that ever impelled mankind to the various 


exertions of induſtry, have, at the preſent moment, 
more experience than their anceſtors, more xnow- 
ledge, more freedom. The aggregate or united 


force of ſuperior experience, knowledge, and li- 
berty, ſuperadded to the natural ſenfuality, ſocia- 


bility, and ambition of human nature, is the 
cauſe why the preſent age is diſtinguiſned from 
all others, by an ardent purſuit of commerce; 


and why princes and kings appear in the charac- 
ters of carriers, ſhop-keepers, and * 
5 33 To be continued. 3 
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THE DISTRESS OF AUTHORSHIP, 
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85 In a Later from Farmer eus to an abſent Friend: W. 


1 Friend, = | 
HAVE at length found out, and te 
back to his paternal cottage, my unfortunate 


ſon Dick. Thou knoweſt, that about nine months 


ago he ſtole away from us, and left his poor mo- 
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( 15 ) 
ther and I lamenting our misfortune and anxious 
for his fate. For ſome time before his departure, 
he had betrayed the ſtrongeſt ſymptoms of inſa- 
nity, He no longer minded his buſineſs with 
that attention, for which he had formerly few 
equals.. If he followed the plough, his furrows 
were crooked and unequal : if he ſcattered the 
feed, *twas with a careleſs and uneven hand, pour- 
ing profuſely on ſome ſpots, and paſſing over others 
totally unpenſioned.. Sometimes he ſtopt ſhort, 
in the midſt. of his occupation—ſtared—grin'd— 
giggled—ran, for ſome moments, with the great- 
eſt rapidity, and then returned with a grave and 
folema ſtep! Sometimes he looked up, with a con- 
tumacious countenance, towards heaven, ſhak- 
ing, with impious audacity, his clenched fiit ; | 
at other times his arms were folded on his breaſt, 
his eyes fixed melancholy on the ground, and the | 
tears trickled down his cheek. His converſation. 
and manner of ſpeech became wonderfully chang- 
ed. Heinvented for every thing a new name. 
The birds that whiſtled in the wood, were the 
ſyrens of the grove.” The cats that caterwaul- 
ed, under our window, were demons vile from 
« hell, an hateful crew.“ He contracted alſo a 
ſhocking habit of telling with pleaſure the moſt 
egregious falſehoods, or :ranſmogrifications, as he 
called them: as for example; how that Midas, 
a-great king of Caſſiteria,“ and pretended patron 
| 2 ol 


> 


le means Phrygia, no doubt. Caſſiteria, or the land of 
tin, is the antient name of Britain, on whoſe auguſt throre 
no Midas ever fat... 
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of mufic, was diſcovered by his ſhaver, to have 
aſs's ears; that the north wind had committed 
with a young Trojan, the reproach. of Sodom 
and Gomorrah; and that Endymion, the man of 
the moon, ſometimes defcended in the night, and 
inhumanly filled with moonſhine, Dian, the mil- 
ler's maid, as ſhe-ſlept, are girl, on the 
grabs. 
Hie became alſo exceedingly faperticious; . 
poſing that the woods were frequented by familiar 
wizards, or rural gods as he called them; nymphs, 
Pans, and ſatyrs, whom he deſcribed under forma 
the moſt fantaſtic. Nay; every tree he believed 
was animated by a certain ſpecies of beings, 
whom he calls, TIO ales: And one day, when 
my Lord Nood e's wood- cutter was felling in the 
foreſt a few trees, my fon ran towards him, threw 
Himſelf on his knees, and joining his hands to- 
| gether, O! deſiſt, he exclaimed, in a piteous 
tone --!O ! defiſt, in the name of heaven and earth! 
in the name of whatever is worſhipful and holy! 
deſiſt from violating the ſacred dwellings of the 
nymphs, from inflicting ſuch. inhuman gaſhes on 
the harmleſs Hamadryades, whoſe funereal ſhrieks 
carry conſternation through the grove, awaken 
Echo terrified through all her haunts, and excite 
to ſounds of pity the very rocks ! 4 
Moved, terrified, thunderſtruck by the-tone of 
voice, by the manner and matter of this addreſs, 
the peaſant threw down, haſtily, the axe, and 
ſaid, trembling; „he hoped as how the Almighty 
would forgive him on the day of judgment, if he 
* 


6 3 17 ) 

had been guilty of a crime, for he was a poor iþ 
literate peaſant; and the parſon had never told 
him as how that trees had a ſoul] to be ſaved.“ 
At this inſtant, my Lord Noodle happened to 
paſs by, and after hearing the matter, ordered 
the wood - cutter to recommence his work, and 
diſmiſſed my ſon, with the greateſt indignity 
and deriſion. Dick revenged his cauſe, and the 
cauſe of the Hamadryades, by a copy of verſes, 
in which he called his lordſhip Goth and Vandal, 
and other hard names; for which his enraged 
honour would have taken away my farm, bur for 
the good offices of my friend the butler, who has 
a great deal of influence with Dorothy the cook, 
at whom his lordſhip has been caſting a ſheep's 
eye for ſome time paſt. 

My ſon, as thou knoweſt, was wont to be very 
ſober, and was never ſeen, at an unſeaſonæble 
hour, abſent from home. But now, he frequently 
ſtaid abroad all night; and when we aſked him 
in the morning where he had been, he replied, 
ſometimes he had been dancing by the light of 
_ Cyathia's lamp, with the Cytherian Goddeſs, 
the Graces and Woodland Nymphs. At other 
times he had followed, he faid, the tyger-drawir 
car of thigh-born Bacchus, attended by ſhout -. 
ing troops of ſatyrs, nymphs, and rural gods. 
Their amuſement conſiſted, chiefly, as far as I 
could underſtand him, in dancing and drinking. 
Each man and god ſhook with much enthuſiaſm 
i certain rod, which he terms Thruſtus,* The 
B 3 lewd 


He meant no doubt to ſay JA. 
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ſewd nymphs : adminiſtered to lubberly ſatyrs laſ- 
civious flagellation. Their muſic conſiſted moſtly 
of Hibernian hautbois, and their orgies, as he 
calls them, commonly ended in an Iriſh brawl. 

And, in effect, at ſuch times he appeared, as 
it were, aſtoniſhed, his countenance: was wild 
and ſtaring, like a perſon's intoxicated, and his 
body and viſage bore the marks of much beating. 
He has been ſeen alſo by the peaſants, ſcamper- 
ing wildly through the woods, and the. horror- 
firuck hamlet have heard him howling through 


the night a mad ſony, of which, from their un- 


common inſanity, the following lines were diſ- 
8 


For peerleſs bards like theſe alone, 
The bards of Greece might beſt adorn, 
With ſeemly ſong, the monarch's natal morn; 
Who thron'd in the magnificence of peace, 
Rivals their richeſt regal theme, 
Who rules a people like their on, 
In arms, in polith'd arts ſupreme ; 
Who bids his Britain vie with Greece.“ 


4} Now I have ofien been tempted to ſuppoſe, 
that thoſe extraordinary beings, who, in this 


manner, enticed: my ſon amongſt them, were no 


ather than devils incarnate. For firſt the figure 


af thoſe ſatyrs, as he deſcribed it, is exactly the 


proper and natural ſatanic form; and then as 


to the Graces and Goddeſſes, and Woodland 


1 who according to his account are ex- 
a ceedingly 


* See laſt Birth Day Ode. 
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ecedingly beautiful, the devil can put on, when 


he pleaſes, the appearance of an angel of light, 
which farmer Turnip, who married lately Jane 
Inperious, the faireſt laſs and greateſt vixen in 
dur village, now knows to his coſt. 

Parſon Split-text, however, to whom I com- 
municated my ſentiments on this head, is by 
no means of my opinion. “ö Amongſt the 
burleſque groupe of beings with whom 
your ſon was attached,“ ſays he, an aſs, ac- 
cording to his account, was no uncommon 


appearance. Now an aſs is a facred and holy 


animal, over which the powers of hell have no 


dominion. Baalam's aſs diſcovered the angel, 


that was inviſible to his ryder; Jeſus Chriſt 
entered Jeruſalem riding, on an aſs ; and riding 


on an afs, ſaith the Revelations, ſhall return 


on the laſt day, to deſtroy Anti-Chriſt, and to 


| batter the whore of Babylon on all her ſeven 


hills. An afs,” continued the learned advocate 
of the: loug-eared ſpecies, ** 1s an animal highly 
favoured by heaven, both in natural endow- 
ments and in the diſpenſations of fortune; 


In natural gifts what animal can compare with 


an aſs? By their reſemblance to which, in that 
reſpect, the Egyptians, as Jeremiah laments, 
were ſo dear to the daughters of Jeruſalem. 
And as to exterior advantages, obſerve when 
Fortune ſcatters her fayours among the crowd, 


and you will ſee Providence picking up, as 


they fall, every mitre, crown and coronet, and 
placing them on the head of an als,” 
There 


(9.7 

There is in the deſerts of Arabia a ſpecies 
of wild aſſes, who, as the prophet Virgil in- 
forms us, conceive by the Hpirit alone, and 

bring forth without the aſſiſtance of the male ;* 
a a privilege never granted but to one alone of 
the human race. Nay, the very Pagans were 
ſo ſtrongiy impreſſed with an idea of the di- 
vinity of this animal, that they choſe in pre- 
ference to all other animals, an aſs. to carry 
their holy myſteries; and certainly there is no 
animal ſo myfterious as an aſs, no animal ſo 
patient of holy myſteries as an als. ** For thou art 
an aſs, (exclaims the Tmpoitor Mahomet apoſ- 
trophizing enigmatically the human race, f 


* Continuoque avidis ubi ſubdita 3 medullis 
| Vere magis, (quia vere calor redit offibus) illæ, 
Ore omnes verſa in zephyrum ſtant rupibus altis 
Exceptanque leves auras : & ſpe, fins ullis 
Conjugiis, vento gravidæ (mirabile ditu) 
Saxa par & ſcopulos & depreſſas convalles | 
; Diffugiunt. | Gzorcicon, Lib. 3. 
But with Parſon Split- text's leave, theſe lines of the pro- 
phet Virgil, as he affectedly, I hope not profanely, calls him, 
have no reference whatever to a fhe-aſs of Arabia, but'to cers 
tain courſers, to whom this windy or ſpnitual conception is 
attributed. 


| + This in al probability was the animal that carried the 
Impoſtor to Paradiſe ; an animal, as he deſcribes it in the 
Koran, half aſs, half mule. And, indeed, it is an animal 
obſtinate in error, but 0 to the wiles of knavery, and 
eaſily ſeduced to the paths. of folly, The poor creature has 
been horribly hacked fince the beginning of time, in carrying 
to Paradiſe, or the regions of immortalicy, heroes, pre phets, 
legiliators, c. Scmetimes a raſcal, who had ſcid, for 2 


6 


in the 19th chap. of the Koran) for thou art 
a patient Jack-aſs of the valley, and upon this aſs 
Iwill build my church, and the powers of wicked 


wit ſhall not prevail againſt it.” f But forgive, 
my friend, the digreſſive loquacity of a crazy 
old man. I return to my ſon. 

The commencement of Dick's diſtemper may 
be dated from the arrival of farmer Tinſel's 
fon George, who paid us a vilit a few months 
ago. This youth, who had been educated at 


Cambridge, communicated to my ſon all the 


learned maggots with which his own brain 
1 was 


dirty ſee, the freedom of his country, rode with inſolence on 
its back. Sometimes, decorated with the title of Conqueror, 


and ſtreaming with the blood of the human race, a ruthleſs. 


ruffian drove, with iron rod, the crouching aſs up the paths 
of Fame, At others, a bold Impoſtor feized the reins, and 
tickling and terrifying by turns the aſs's ears, ſpurred him, 
-like a winged Pegaſus, to the regions of glory everlaſting. 
Nay, we have ſometimes. ſcen a Poet, a Stage-dancer, a 
Hero, and a Fidler, mount him unmerciſully all together, 
and ride him poſt-haſte to immortality.— Mr. Haſtings, it 
s ſaid, had ſome time ago great hopes of riding this poor aſs, 


in quality of cxzAT MAN; but the creature grown. refratto- 
ry, has given him a fall, and kicks at preſent moſt maleva- 


lently at all his attempts to get upon his back. However, if 
the mighty Ron1t.Lorxuoxos cannct ride the popular Aſi to 
the regions of immortality, there is no doubt of his eſcaping 
on the Queen's Aﬀs to the city of refuge. 


+ The Beauty of this paſſage depends upon a pun in | the | 


original, which cannot be tranſlated. Hamor, in Arabic, 
bgnifies literally an aſs, and metaphorically, a fone, 
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was infected. At his departure he left with my 
fon a few books, which ſerved to nouriſh and 
increaſe the diſorder. Obſerving their deteſted 
effect on his underſtanding, I committed them 
to the flames. For the firſt time, my fon 
dared to open his lips againſt his father; for 
the firſt time, my ears were offended by the 
harſh ſounds of filial reproach. A few days 
after this affair he -quitted, unobſerved, the 


paternal neſt, Conceive my friend, if you can, 
the conſternation of a father, the loud and 
dolorous lamentation of a fond mother at the 


flight of her only child. The whole village 
were ſharers in our ſorrow, for Dick had en- 
dearcd himſelf to his feilows by a frank, ge- 
nerous, friendiy diſpolition; and every girl. in 


_ thepariia lamented his loſs ; for beſides his natural 


 g:llantiy, he was tall, handſome, ot a happy 


phy fiogaomy,. a certain venereal; fire emanarcd 
irreliuable trom, his bla k eyes, and a broader 


pair of ihoulders tew Hibernians could bouſt, 


Nancy was unconſolable; Nancy, the lovely bru- 
neite, who was wont to be the joy of his heart, 


0 the object of his ſondeſt hopes; her loud aud 


frantic grief, which prudence in vain laboured 


to reſtrain, terminated at length in ſilent but 
conſumptive deſpondency, in green and yellow 


melancholy, Various were the conjectures which 


we formed as to the route te had taken, and 


the way of life he had embraced. Sometimes. 


we imagined that he had enliſted in a troop 
of ſtrolling players; at BIT we ſuppoſed 
that 


* 


Coy ) 
that he had emigrated to Heliconia, Pindus, 
or Parnaſſus, thoſe foreign countries, whoſe 
outlandiſh praiſes were perpetual in his mouth. 

A letter from him, at London, about three 
months after his departure, relieved us from 
this uncertainty. ** He was ſenſibly affected, he 
faid, ** by the ſtab which his abrupt departure 
muſt have given to the parental boſom ; but 
that he could reſiſt no longer the powerful 
vocation of Phoebus, the deity to whom, in 
future, the labours of his life ſhould be devot- 
ed. Tell my lovely Nancy,“ he proceeds, that 
from her preſence nothing could have divorced 
me, except the more attractive allurements of 
the ters nine, in whoſe good graces, ' at how. .aok 
all my wiſhes are abſorbed.”” | 

Conceive if you can, my dear friend, the 
rg the anguiſh of my ſoul, when I learned 
from his own mouth, as it were, that my fon 
had forſaken the faith of his forefathers, turned 
Saracen, and lived in a ftate of inceſt with 
nine fifters ! . 

. This ſad piece of nene threw his poor 
mother into a violent brain fever, from which 
the did not recover for ſeven months. As ſoon 
as the ſtate of her health permitted me to leave 
her, I poſted up to London, in order, if poſſi- 
ble, to reclaim this abandoned boy, or rather 
to cure him of a fatal diſtemper that had un- 
hinged his underſtanding, and cauſed his af- 


flicted parents to preſs with hurried Hops to the 
er aVe, 


1 ſpent | 


( 24 ) 

1 ſpent ſeveral days in London in fruitleſs 
enquiries after my ſon. I learned at length the 
place of his reſidence. I poſted immediately 
to Grub-ſtreet,——l hurried up. ſeven pair of 
ſtairs, while a hundred various. ſenſations agi- 
tated my breaſt ; indignation at his impru- 
dence, pity for his misfortune, and Joy at the 
idea of preſſing once more in my arms my 
darling boy 
But permit, me my dar Gland, to threw. a 
veil over a ſcene of wretchedneſs undeſeribable, 


that ſtared me in the face as I entered the 
room. I pulled the latch—the door creaked 


upon its hinge my ſon ſtarted terrified—he 
turned upon me his hollow eyes, aſtoniſhed and 
aſhamed—his voice iflued from his famiſhed: 
_ jaws faltering and faint. My father! my fa- 
ther!“ he cried ..“ My ſon! my ſon!” Lex- 
cla med, and fell upon his neck, and we wept 
bitterly, and our mingled tears watered the 
floor. I raiſed him, a poor, feeble, emaciated 
creature from the floor, I led him tottering 
down ſtairs, I helped him into a hackney coach, 
and we drove to the tavern where 1 lodged: 
No ſooner had I alighted when I ordered a 
copious repaſt to be made ready with the greateſt 
diſpatch. All this while we had not uttered a 
ſingle ſyliable. My fon ſat on the fide oppoſite 
to me, his face between the palms of his hands, 
and reclined on the table. The ſmell of din- 
ner getting ready began to operate on his organs. 
He raiſed his head—the dinner was coming 


wp 
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up ſtairs he roſe from the table he ruſhed 
with frantic appetite to the door, as the cook 
was entering the room. The terrified French- 
man dropped from his hand a baſon of turtle 
ſoup, and falling on his knees, entreated for- 
giveneſs, Aye de pitie ſur moi, me vill bring a 
de roaſt beef preſentie me vill bringa de roaſt 
| beef preſentie, he cried, for he imagined that 
the famiſhed ſavage's fury was occaſioned by his 
| introducing a diſh fo little ſuited to the keenneſs 
of his ſtomach. Heedleſs of the cook's pro- 
teſtations, Dick threw himſelf prone upon 
his belly, and began to lap like a dog the ſoup, 
as it ran fat and filthy on the floor; 
The waiter brought in a ſhoulder of mutton, 
which he ſqatched with ſtarved avidity, tore 
like a famiſhed wolf, and finiſhed in the twink 
ling of an eye; twenty ſucceflive plates were 
uſhered in, and vaniſhed in a moment. The 
waiter and I ſtood bleſſing ourſelves, and rubbing 
our eyes with incredulous amazement. _ 
At length when he had made an end of about 
twenty pounds of butcher's meat, and drank a 
| proportionable quantity of ſtroag beer, we ven- 
tured to raiſe him from the floor, ſaturated like 
 Meſallina, but not ſatisfied with fleſh. I ſent 
for a barber to ſhave him, and called for a baſon 
of warm water to waſh his hands and face; a taſk 
which was not effected without difficulty: for 
the collected filth of ſeveral months had formed 
on his hands a cruſt like an allegator's ſcales, his 
face interſected with frequent lines of party-co- 


e 1 lowed 


my complaints, he generally brought forward 


C0 4 
loured naſtineſs, reſembled a map of the terra- 
queous globe; and Suſan rubbing her eyes and 
yawning early on a winter morning, might have 
miſtaken for a frozen mop his beard, prominent 


as it was, and matted with filth. . I filled him a 


few glaſſes of port yon and began to 1 6m 
his adyentures. 

Soon afterTarrived in this city,” he ſaid, **to- 
which by the rage of ſcribbling 1 was unhappily 


ſeduced, I fel} into the hands of a certain book-- 


ſeller, who was diſtinguiſhed in the literary 


world by the appellation of the Brain-Sucker, 


He hired for me a garret in Grub-ſtreet, at eigh- 
teen pence a week. Here I laboured almoſt night 
and day under his direction; ſpinning out my 
brains in odes, epigrams, ſatire, panegyric, com- 
poſing the noſegay of flattery, or pointing the 
bidden abuſe, juſt as it pleaſed the meanneſs or 
malevolence of my employer. Meanwhile, my 
ſituation was far from being comfortable. The 
holes and-delapidations in the roof of my garret 


admitted the rude invaſion of Boreas, not leſs 
than the gentle viſitations of Apollo; and my 


falary, which did not amount to a moiety of the 
pay of a journeyman taylor, was hardly ſufficient 
to prevent a divorce between ſoul and body. In 
fact, my diet conſiſted chiefly of water-gruel, 


tea, and ſimilar ſops, which, promoting a perni- 


'cious wakefulneſs of mind, weakened and di- 
luted the conſtitution. -I ſometimes remonſtrated 
on this head with my tyrant ; but in anſwer to 


the 


1 

the noted maxim of a celebrated Parnaſſian phy- 
R 
5 Poets and painters never ſhould be fat: 

_ eontended that hunger was the greateſt ſharpner 
of wits, and that leanneſs and want were the only 
paths to the temple of immortality. In fact, had 
you delayed your viſit but a few days longer, I 
ſhould by this time have been immortal. But 
while I ſtarved in my melancholy tenem nt, an 
the productions of my brain, the bookſeller was 
accumulating money from ſeveral of my bappier 
pieces, which had the good fortune to be ac- 
ceptable to the public. I wiſhed much to eman- 
cipate myſelf from bis tyranny—But how was 
this to be done ? He had advanced me money, 
Had fixed me by engagements, had ſecured me, 
by bonds, body, and brains; in ſhort, I was his 
property and whatever 0 To be continued. * 


by peter Pindar, Eſq. 


nr INTELLIGENCE. 


Yeſterday evening was acted for the ſecond time, and re- 


ceelved with univerſal. applauſe, the Diſtreſſed Baronet, a 


farce by the author of Gretna Green. The oppoſition 
made to this piece on its firſt performance, pro eeded 
from the ſapient ſons of Themis, who felt themſelves 
galled by ſeveral fatyric dart: dire ted rat her too pointediy 
at the arts of their profeſſion. Mr. Stuart, convinced how 
dangerous it was to offend ſo formidable a body, Fas re- 
formed the exceptionable parts of his performance, and 
has even fitted the attorney with what ſome profane 
Ways may call a new character, that of an bone man, 
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This pieee poſſeſſes a conſiderable ſhare of the vis ct 
and bids fair to become in future a favourite with the 
public. 

a 1 * mg n , * ; 
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PARLI AMENT AR PROCE EDINGS. 


[We do not mean in our, conciſe but compreben five account of far- 
liamentary proceedings to narrate any debates but ſuch as refer 
to objects of national importance. Our political annals will 
exhibir to tbr intelligent Reader, in a. file clear tho“ lacenic, the 
Jucceſſi ue movements by ⁊vbic h the Conſtitution of this Country | 

verges towards Deſpotiſmy or. reverts to 1 endence. . 


8 


HOUSE 0 E co Ao M S. 
Wedneſday, May 2. 


Parliamentary Reform, — Mr. Sawbridge made his annua} 
motion for a parliamentary reform. Motion loſt by a majo- 
tity of 44. 

Peſt Horſe b Tax. -The arguments made ie of in 
ſupport of the bill by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
the members of that · party, were, the neceſſity of putting a 
ſtop to the frauds committed on the revenue, in the collection 
of the poſt horſe duty; a purpoſe which the din in _ 
was-admirably calculated to effect. 

Mr. Fox, on the othep hand,.and his party, contended, that 
no meaſure could militate ſtronger againſt the conſtitution of 
a free country, than the tax propoſed. It was impoſſible to 
collect the revenues through the medium of farmers: general, 
without expoſing the people to the moſt atrociqus oppreſſion. 
The French themſelves, from whom this tyrannic ſyſtem was 
borrowed, had found it highly odious in its principle, and 
oppreſſive in its execution. By what madneſs then were the 
miniſters of this country impelled, when they endeavoured to 
impoſe on a free. people, a ſyſtem of . intolerable | 
even to flaves ? 


The 


0 29 ) 
The fecond reading of the bill was carried however, * a 
mayority of 67. 
Thurſday, May 3. 
Paſſed the Scotch Judicature Bill. Nothing elſe of public 
moment tranſ{.Red. N 
15 | Friday, May 4» 

Prince of Wales.---'I he preliminary buſineſs being over, the 
Speaker called on the hon. gentleman who had propoſed the 
motion. 

Mr. Alderman Newnham immediately aroſe and ſaid, “ I 
am extremely happy that the motion which I was to bring 

forward this day, is now no longer neceffary ; and I can aſ- 
ſure the houſe, that it is with the moit cordial and perſect ſa- 
tis faction that I withdraw it. | 

Mr, Drake expreſſed his happineſs on the tum which the 

buſineſs had taken. 

Mr. Pitt ſaid, that no member of that houſe ſelt gr ater fac 
tisfaction than he did on the compromiſe that had taken 
place. 

Mr. Fox joined with much enerzy in the general voice ef 
eongratulation. He expreſſed a with, however, that this 
avowal of reconciliation would not terminate in /cofe promijes 
or general expreſſions, but would manifeſt itſelf in ſuch /ubftan- 
tial acts, as would preclude the neceſſity of any further diſ- 
cuffion of the fubjeR.. | 

Mr. Sheridan wiſhed it to be underſtocd, that above his 
Royal Highneſs felt excecdingly ſatisfied with the turn which 
affairs had taken, yet did he aifo wiſh it to be diſtinctly re- 
membered, that no attempt had been made to fereen from 
the view of parſiament any part of his conduct, or ſituation ; | 
that he had even offered to anſwer himſelf any queſtion 
that could be put to him. That no tuch enquiry had beca 
adopted, was a circumſtance that did credit to the 4: corum, 
the feelings, and the dignity of parliament; but while Es 
Royal Highneſs's feelings had no doubt been conſulted on 
the occaſion, he muſt take the liberty of ſaying, however 
fome might think it a ſubordinate conſideration, that there 
was another perſen entitled, in every delicate and honourable 


C 3 mind, 


— 


CE ee ea - 75 < ne — — — 
—————j—— — — — ——— — 
8 rr : rr n 8 — * 
—8 ” n | dog wine 7 - : 4 - — - 
* 2 4 * ty 4 ”» ae : nd 


— 
_ 
Nn 
— - ©» a8 I 4 
—— 199 Pane . 


— — — nd >. 
— N Ra * 4 
— — 


(. 30 Y 
mind, to the ſame attention; one whom he would not ven- 
ture otherwiſe to deſcribe or allude to, than by ſaying, it was 
a name which malice or ignorance alone could attempt to in- 
jure, and whoſe character and conduct claimed, and were en- 
titled to the moſt profound refpect. ö 

Achourned to Monday. 


+2 | Tueſday, May 8. 
Third: reading of the bill for farming the duties c on poſt. 
horſes appointed on Thurſday. 


| © Eaſt India Budget. —-Mr. Dundas (after the houſe had re- 
ſolved itſelf into a committee) began a long and complicated 
ſtatement of the Company's affairs at home and abroad. Ke 


aſſerted, that deducting the expenditure of the Company from 
their revenue, there remained a clear ſurplus of one hundred 
and eighty- five lacks of rupees; and that the whole of the 


Company's debts at home and abroad, might be liquidated 
and paid by the year 1796, 


Mr. Francis was aſtoniſhed that. the hon. gentleman who: 


nad formerly boaſted that this ſhould be a proud day, ſhould: 


now talk only of conſolation and promiſe. One of the conſola- 


tions that he had found'in the affairs of the India Company, 
was, that:they-were nine millions in debt in Bengal, wich - 


was ſtating the Bengal debt much higher than ever he had 
heard it ſtated. Another conſolation was, that thirty lacks 


of rupees were to bo ſent from Bengal to Bombay, to which 
ſeventeen lacks only. were uſed to be ſent. He contended 
that there was no furplus of the revenues of Bengal, but ra- 
ther a conſiderable exceſs of expenditure; and this he main- 


tained, appeared oy on the face of the accounts upon 


the table. 


V i May 9. 
Report of the Secret Committee, containing Articles of 


Impeachment againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſq. 


The Order of the Day ſor the further confideration of the 


Report of the Secret Committ e appointed to draw up Arti- 
cles of Impeachment againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſq. being 
moved and read, it was moved, That this Report be read 
a ſecond time.“ 


Lord 


En 
Lord Hood oppoſed the motion, and was ſeconded by 
Alderman Wilkes, who propoſed an amendment, That” 
the Report be read a ſecond time that day three months. — 
The arguments which the advocates of Mr. Haſtings made 
uſe of in his defence were, as uſual, that he had not been 
- guilty of miſdemeanor ; or admitting the criminality of ſome- 
of his meaſures, . and the atrocious cruelty with which ſeverat 
of his actions were marked, yet, that ſuch had been the ſtate 
neceſſity of the times; ſuch the general uprightneſs of his 
conduct; fuclr the advantages that this country had derived 
from his great abilities and meritorious ſervices in the Eaſt, as 
not only to obliterate his partial miſconduct, but even 
to demand a tribute of applauſe ſrom his country, and of 
honour from his Sovereign. 

The accuſers of Mr. Haſtings contended, on the contrary, 
that no neceſſity of ſtate whatſoever could excuſe the flagiti- 
ous cruelty of his conduct; that he had been guilty of the 
moſt wanton and unproveked acts of barbarity; that he had 
vilified; by the moſt abandoned venality, the name and go- 
vernment of England; and that nothing could be more pro- 

- blematical than the merit which he aſſumed in appeafing tile 

. ſtorms which laid waſte the provinces of India; ſtorms that 
he himſeif had excited by a policy the moſt finifter ; wars 
that he had wikully provoked, to gratify a rage of avarice, 
which not all the wealth of Hindoſtan could glut.' 

The Houſe divided on the word row ſtanding part of the 
queſtion, when. the numbers were, Ayes (for the Report ber 

ing ngww-- read a. ſecond time) 175. Noes 15 | 


| HOUSE OF TIS 


Thurſday, May 10. 
| Impeachment, —Mr: Burke, attended by the Committee (ap- 
pointed to draw up the Articles of Impeachment” of High . | 
Crimes and Miſdemeanors againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſq.) 
and a great number of other Members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, went to the Houle of Peers, and the Lord Chanccllor 
being corne to th bar, Mr. Burke addreſſed os Lerchip i in 


* N words: 
| «-My:- 


„ 


« My ns; + | 
« J am commanded, in the name of hs Houſe of Com- 
mons, and of all the Commons of Great Britain, to impeach 
Warren Haſtings, Eſq. late Governor-General of Bengal, of 
High Crimes and Miſdemeanorg, and to acquaint the Lords, 
that the Commons will, with all convenient ſpeed, exhibit 
articles againſt him, and make good the ſame.” | 


— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Impeachment of Warren Haſtings, Eſq.—Aſter the Articles 
of Impeachment were all read, amended, and agreed to, Mr. 
Burke moved, that Warren Haſtings, Eſq. be impeachcd 
of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors. The friends of Mr. 
Haſtings concurred in the Impeachment, as the only means 
of reſcuing from calumny ſo worthy, ſo great, and amiable a 
character. | 

The queſtion was carried. And Mr. Burke, on a moticn 
of Mr. Frederick Montague to that purpoſe, acquainted the 
Houſe of Lords oi this reſolution, as already related. 


Friday, May 11. 
Pen the Poft-borſe Duty. —1 hird reading of the Bill.—. 
To this moſt pernicious and unccnititutional Bill a vigorous 
oppoſition was made by the Country Gentlemen. 
On the queſtion being put, the Houſe divided— 
Ayes - - 116 
Noes - - 56 


hes 
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CATALOGUE or NEW PUBLICATIONS, 


bs © 
* * >. 


BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. 


HTLOSOPHICAL and Miſcellaneous Papers, lately writ- 

ten by B. Franklin, L. L. D. r eilow of the Royal Society 

of London, Member ©: tne Royal cademy of Sciences at 
Paris, c. &c. &c. copper-plates. 38. 5d. Dilly. 

The Caſe of us Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales. 
Shewing that a couſidorable ſum is due to his Royal Highneſt, 
more than the amount ci his debts, is. 6d, Ridgway. 

; 8 Preſt- 


3 1 

Preftwich's Reſpublica; or, a diſplay of the Honours, 
Ceremonies, and Enſigns of the Common Wealth, under the 
Protectorſhip of Oliver Cromwell; including every mat- 
ter worthy of note, with the names, armorial bearings, flags, 
and pennons of the different Commanders, or Captains of 
Companies, &c. of Engliſh, Scotch, Iriſh, Americans, and 
French; a ſubje& never before in print, &c. &c. 4c, 
78. 6d. Dilly. FR 

A Differtation on the Origin and Point of the Selene 
or Goths; being an introduction to the ancient and modern 
hiſtory of Europe. By John Pinkerton. 8vo. 3s. 6d. Nicol. 
A Supplement to the Arctic Zoology. By Thomas Pen- 
nant, Eſq. With two maps. gs. White. | 

An Addreſs to the Proteſtant Diſſenters, who have lately 
petitioned for a Repeal of the Corporation and Teſt Acts. 

By the Rev. Joſeph Berington. rs. Robinſon. 
A A Defence of the Conduct and Writings of the Rev. Ar- 
thur O'Leary, during the late diſturbances in Munſter, with a 
full juſtification of the Iriſh Catholics, and an account of the 
riſings of the White Boys. Written by himſelf : In anſwer _ 
to the falſe accuſations of Theophilus, and the ill grounded 
iünſinuations of the Right Rev. Dr. Woodward, Lord Biſhop 
of Cloyne. To which is annexed, an Appendix, containing 
the Author's three Addreſſes to the White Boys. 28. Gd. 
Keating. | 

Confirmation : a Sermon preached at the Viſitation of the 
Right Rev. the. Lord Biſhop of London, in the church of 
Thaxtead in Effex, on Friday, May 26th, 1786. By the Rev. 
John Howlett, Vicar of Great Dunmord. 4to. 1s. Riet- 
ardſon, 

A Defence of the Conſtitutions of overnment t ot the Uni- 
ted States of America. By John Adanis, L L. D. and a 
Member of tlie Academy of Arts and Sciences at Boſton. 
58. Dilly. | 

A Letter to the Rev. Dr. PrieMey. By : an Under Gradu- | 
ate. 18s. Rivington. 

Andrews's New Map of England, for the uſo of travelling ; 
. the noblemen aud gentlemen's ſeats, market - 

towns, 


= 


towns, rectories, vicarages, chapels, cana!s, rivers, fereſts, 


turnpike, and principal croſs roads; with the diſtances from 


town to town. In ſix large n engraved ſrom actual 


ſurveys. tl. 68. 


The Parliamentary Regiſter for 1787; containing the ful- 
leſt, moſt accurate and impartial accounts of the Debates in 
both Houſes of Parliament, reviſed and collated with the 
notes of ſeveral Members. No. IX and X. 1s, Debrett. 

Poems chiefly in the Scottiſh Dialect. b Robert Burns. 
30. 6s, Cadell. | =. 

A Demonſtration that true Philoſophy has 4 no 1 to 
to undermine Divine Revelation; and that a well- grounded 
Philoſopher may be a true Chriſtian. By Cæſar Morgan, 
M. A. Chaplain to the Lord Biſhop of Ey, to whom the ho- 
norary prize was adjudged by Teyler's Theological Sy at 


_ Haerlem, April, 1785. 2s. Cadell. 


Obſervations on the Principles of the Old Syſtem of Phy- 


fick, exhibiting a compend of the New Doctrine. The whole 
containing a new account of the ſtate cf medicine from the 
preſent times, backward to the reRoration of the Creciap 
bearning in the Weſtern parts of Europe. By un — 


M. D. 8vo. 66. Murray. | 
An Eſſay, intended to eſtabliſh a Anden a an en 


ſyſtem of Stenography, or Short Hand Writing; upon fuch 


fmple and approved principles as have never beiore been of- 
fered to the Public; whereby a perſon in a few days may in- 
ſtruct himſelf to write Short Hand correctly, and by a little 
practice cannot fail taking down any diſcourſe delivered in 


public. By Samuel Taylor. fl. 1s. Bell. 


enn 


New Edition of Eloiſa to Abelard. By Lillirgton. 10s. 6d. 
Goulding. | 
Maria's Evening Service to the Virgin. By Billington. 
18. Gd. Goulding. | | 5 
Three Setts of Haydn's Ballads. Profien, if 
Comme O Bello, &c, By Webb. 15, Eland. | 
| | The 


| 1 
- The Soldier's Farewel on the Eve of a Battle. The wonls 
by Mr. neon, ſet to muſic by —— 48. Gould- 
ing. 
- Her lov'd Henry was her theme. * G. 8. Carey, lc. 
SGoulding. . 
Mira. By Gray. 


NEW PRINTS» 


Two Prints, engraved by Francis Bartolozzi, R. A. from 
drawings of the late J. B. Cipriani, R. A. and the laſt of his 
inimitable performances. I he ſubjects from the Hiſtory of 
England, Oliver Cromwell detecting his Chaplain paying 
court to his Daughter; and enquiring into the cauſe, was in- 
formed by the Prieſt, that he was cnly ſoliciting permiſſion 
to marry her waiting-maid, and which ceremony Oliver 
thereupon had performed betore he quitted the chamber. 
"The Jealouſy of Lord Darnley, alarmed at obſerving Mary 

| Queen of Scots, entertained and delighted by David Rizzio. 

Price in plain, 11. 118. 6d. the pair 3 ; in colours, 3l. 13s. 6d. 
the pair. Mrs. Bryer. 

The Pictureſque Beauties of Shakeſpeare, being a ſele g ion 

ol ſcenes from the works of that great Author, engraved un- 
der the direction of C. I aylor, containing four ſcenes from 
each play, of As You Like It; Hamlet; Macbeth; Merry 
Wives of Windſor; Much Ado about Nothing, and the 
Twelfth Night; — making twenty- four oval prints, ſix inches 
by four and a half, with all the paſſages relative to each ſcene, 

in Letter-Preſs. Part I. 11. 10s. Taylor. 

A Print, repreſenting Harley and Old Edwards, &c. at 
the grave of n ee. 108. 6d. Proofs 158. 

Holland. e Fe | 


— — 
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FOREIGN BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. 
Oeuvres d' Agriculture de M. Planazu. No. I. | 
Oeuvres Badines de Caylus. Tomes 5 and 6, in 8vo. avec 
Figures. | | | 97 
ö 8 A - Tableaux 
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Tableaux coſmographiques de l' Europe, l' Aſia, 1 Afrique, 
' Amerique, * le Chevalier de S. Sauveur; Numero |. in 
ꝗto. avec Fi 

Recherces ſ Rc Rentes, les * & les Rembourſe- | 
MENS. 
Traits de la Fievre malique ſimple ; par M. Chambon de 

Montaux. 4 vols. in 12mo. 

Voyages du Chevalier d' Aſtalis. 2 Part. in 12mo. 


"ENGRAVING Ss. 
Sardin's Anglo-chinois, compoſes par M. Paneron, Ora- 
veur. Fin. du troĩſieme Vol. 
La Reine Artemiſe, tenant les Cendres de Mauſole ſur 
Epoux, Eſtampe gravee par le Tellier. 
La Sainte Famille, Eſtampe de 13 Pouces & demi de haut 


ſur 10 Pouces de Large, gravee d' apres le Tableau Original de 


Correge, par J. Barbier, dedice a S. A. S. Madame ia 
Ducheſſe d' Orleans. En aoir 31. color. 6 livres. 


uus ic. 


Caprices & Airs varies pour un Violon ſeul, compoſes par 
M. Bruni. Oeuvre I. 7l. 48. 

Duo pour le Clavecin on le Forte Piano, compoſe par le 
Sieur Lentz. Oeuvre II. 

Feuilles de Therpſicore, ou Journal de Clavecin * de 
Harpe. Numeros 204-23, chaque Numero 11, 4s. 

Journal de Violon; Numero 10. | 

Journal d'Arcettes Italiennes del * Cimeroſa. Nu- 
meros 199 & 200. 


[The utility of the foregoing catalogue, Cc. muſt be obvious 


at the firſt glance. Here the reader ſees, at once, what be was 
formerly obliged to acquire from ſeveral channels of informa - 
tian, à complete view of whatever has appeared, for the ſpace 
of a fortnight, in the literary world, and in the line of Mufic 


and Engraving. . 
In order to render this lift as correct as poſſible, wwe requeſt the 


Bookſellers, and abe Vendert of Mufic and Prints, to ſend.to the 
Bairisn Mzxcunv, Catalogues of their new publication a 
#1 wy fear, which m be inſerted GRATIS. ] 


_ : | SO em ow; 


: 
. 
£ 
* 
7 
F 
, * 
, 1 : 
Y 
o 
5 
» 
1 
Pl a 
| % 
- 
CY 
* 
/ 4 4 
* 
* 
' 5 
' 
ne 1 
0 * 
& 0 . 
{ 
* 5 
: 
: 
- 
* 
e 
; 4 
5 , 
: 
j . 
3 . 
of 
> 
* 
. 
„ 
r. 
* 
* 4 8 
1 
1 , 
4 — 
j 
* 
— 
i 
© * 4 
6 Oo 
” 
. 
bo E 
* ” 
<A ” g 
* * 
Z ” 
a x * . % : 
e o 
+ 
* 4 
- 44 *, 
» 
- ' % & 
. = by v 7 
. 7 7 o 
wa. 4 
1 ” 4 - 
. 1 
= . « 
* ” 6 0 7 0 
4 x * 4 
0 
. 
* ” 
. * 
— \ 
4 4 4 f * 
— 
— - * ” | 


_ > ” " 
/ - * = 
Pg , _ * 8 - 
- - 
- ” > 
of 4 -” 
2. ae” wwy 7 2 
FS 2 - 2 } * 7 
— 4 / = — * 
- ” * # 
- 4 7 '/ — — 
* Ee 7 Fi 4 
4 . / - is, = * 
9 n 4 - 
. 7 4, / p 
4 . 
Ps * \, * - 
4/4 / 
* i 5 
- * 4 . i I 
- 
# 1 : 
4 
4h f / 
/ 


| 


TEL 


JUS 

as NY 4 

N DJ WV | 
NN NN N won 


DSD 

D JD 

\y* J Ad 

The Drneutts of the Pravel have born with ome degree of parenc, but tht 


[ 4 
47 ©: 7; 
7 4 4 
/ * *%* 
„ 4 97 
4 » 1 
( 11 
„ N 
74 wy 


* 

4 77 

i , 777 
RES; / 
„ 


/ 
4 
* 
2 


_ J 
"Ho , 
} * 
Wy 


6 


7 


\ 
o 2 N 
n —— x \ 


* 
3 — » = 
« \ <- = 
\ @ - ©- - 


K 8 _ * e 
us us dm expire gpurned by an As.2d the agontethg L dome: us more han 


— 
— ö In »» 0 — 2 . 
- | YT" 3 N 99 — — ES. 
28 3 2 — — — — 
Lo ar inns, "RI Dk = — 2 — 
— . . —  — — — 
ALLA ——Ü— Uñ—ĩ . — — * D 
— Wn _ — — — 
- > —* S YT ESRD, RE ALL 1 r "> 8 r 
—.— — - _— A _ 3 — * 5 ID Tod — 2 E — "<> N 
R n * — 8 — — - : « 
7 © — © ot *% - ** — . * 
Des — — — - - — . — 1 
- A * : ae ain 8 , 5 


196, PICCADILLY 


AND $0LD BY ALL THE BOOKSELMERS IN 


„ 


8 


TOWN AND COUNTRY: 


Ls 
* 


or EIZ AM OTTO E EIEIT a. 


4 „ 


| 


PRINTED FOR . RIDGWAY, No. 


— AA cr CBE at. — ns tf ner ee 


bd 
| 


r "ee os 


—_— R 


ADVERTISEMENT: 


HEN a perſon confiders the many periodical produe- 

tions which already folicit the attention of the Pub- 
lic, and languiſh in the market, he will be apt to condemn as 
ſuperfluous the preſent enterprize, and to accuſe us of teme- 
rity in daring to venture on a courſe where ſo many of our 
predeceſſors have failed of fucceſs. Our hopes of encourage- 
ment are founded on the novelty of our plan, and on the merits 


of execution. Among the multitude of magazines and other 
periodical papers that iſſue daily from the preſs, few are cal- 


culated to gratify the correct taſte of thoſe readers who con- 


ſider books as the ſource of rational inſtruction or elegant d 


amuſement. Debaſed for the greater part by vulgar flippancy, 
or bound in buckram pedantry of ſtile, and not leſs ridiculous 
for the matter they contain, than for the manner of execution, 


they ſeem admirably fitted to ſerve as covers for thoſe fetid 


compoſitions of cookery, which their ſpinſter-tutored pages 
fo learnedly detail. The Britiþ Mercury (if the Editors abi- 


lities ſhall prove adequate to the execution of their plan) will 
preſent to the lovers of polite learning no nauſeated morſel of 
literature, and afford to the ſeverer ſtudies of the ſcholar and 


man of letters no contemptible relaxation. 


Reſolved to ſtand or fall by the merits of the work alone, - 


the Editors diſdain to put in practice the modern arts of puf- 


fing, and ſcorn to court other patronage than the Public's, to 


whom their labours are devoted. 
The following are the articles which this performance pro- 
ſes to embrace. 


I. Original eſſays in proſe and verſe, on hiſtory, politics, 


and the Belles Lettres in general. 
II. New tranſlations of the moſt admired monuments of 
Greek and Roman eloquence. 


III. Extracts from, and ſometimes entire tranſlations of 


new books in the Italian and French languages, where they 
merit ĩt by novelty of matter and ſuperior elegance of ſtile. 
A2 IV. Remark- 
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IV. Remarkable ſpeeches of members of parliament on 
ſubjects of great national importance. 

V. La BAGATELLE, or current anecdotes, bon mots, 
epigrams, caricatures ; whatever, in ſhort, amuſes at London 
or Paris the minds of the learned or polite world. 

VI. Account of new plays and performers. 

VII. Review of new publications of merit, muſical - per- 
formances, paintings, and prints. | 

VIII. Lift of new books, pamphlets, muſic, &c. publiſhed 
in Great Britain, France, &c. 

IX. Parliamentary proceedings. 

X. News. 

From this variety of artidles (which the reader no doubt is 
aware, cannot all enter into every Number of this work) the 
Editors will ſele& whatever ſeems beſt ſuited to the moment, 
and ſhall endeavour to recommend by the charms of welt 
every Number of this Performance. 

Such is the extenſive plan, which to accompliſh, the Edi- 
tors ſolicit earneſtiy the aſſiſtance of thoſe who ſacrifice to 
the Muſes, and who join to a fund of information, force, ele- 
gance, and purity of ſtile. They will ever be happy to uſher 
into the world the infant efforts of GENIUS, whether ſhe 
ruſhes a young eagle upon the wind, and dares with fearleſs 
wing the tempeſt, or tries a timid philomela her firſt flights, 
fearful of critic-blaſts, and An to every breath of envy 
and detraction. 

But the puny tribe of acroſtic, rebus, and ænigma manu - 
facturers, are requeſted to depoſit their tiny offerings elſe- 
Where: O0DI PROFANUM VULGUS & ARCEO, is the motto 
inſcribed on the portal of this temple, which we dedicate to 
Mercury and the Muſes. 

As this work depends entirely upon its literary merit, we 
do not promife to call in often the foreign aid of engraving, 
with which ſo many periodical productions endeavour to cap- 
tivate the Public. We ſhall give however, at times, a carica- 
ture, and ſometimes an elegant engraving. 
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THE PRESENT STATE OF THE WORLD : 
O Ry 


' A PHILOSOPHICAL INQUIRY INTO THE ORIGIN AND 
PROGRESS OF COMMERCE, LITERATURE, AND Fo- 
LITICS, AND THEIR CONNECTION AND INFLUENCE 
ON EACH OTHER, | 


[ Continued from page 14 of our loft] 


© x 7 ITHOUT entering on the celebrated queſ- 


tions, it may be ſafely affirmed, that the preſent 
age is the moſt enlightened and refined of all thoſe 
with which we are at all acquainted : and this 
circumſtance has the happieſt influence on the 
general maſs and aggregate of human happineſs. 
The ſun of ſcience has ariſen on the nations with 
healing under his wings. Literature and philo- 
ſophy accuſtom men to think and reaſon ; and 

D. 15 they 
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tion concerning the eternity of the world, 
and the poſſible and-probable revolutions of na- 
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they who think and reaſon much, learn to think: 
and reaſon juſtly. A juſtneſs of reaſoning is friend- 
ly to the intereſts of humanity, by ſtrengthening 
and.enlivening that power by which we perceive 
and feel the diſtinction between virtue and vice, 
and approve the former, and condemn the latter. 
It diminiſhes, in the eye of the philoſopher who 
riſes to the ſublime heights of ſcience, the impor- 
tance of thoſe objects which are the uſual ſources. 
of ſtrife and contention. It induces an habit of 
calculation in all matters that come under con- 
ſideration, both with reſpect to the ends. men 
have in view, and the proper means for accom- 
p.iſhing them. And thus it tends to prevent 
that ſcourge of human nature, war; or, at leaſt, 
by reducing the art of war and warlike reſources 
to calculation, it brings it to a ſpeedier iſſue. 
The military art, being now more complex and 
mixed with machinery, admits of more certain 
calculation, than when the enginery of war was 
more ſimple, and battles were decided by the 
wavering tides of courage, and fear, and othes 
paſſions. Wecan calculate the force or amount 
of inanimated machines; but it. is very difficult. 
indeed to form any certain anticipation concern- 
ing the general reſult or effect of the aggregated. 
workings of human minds, brought together ei- 
ther in council or in action. Kings do not now,, 
as formerly, go to war from motives of pique. 
and perſonal reſentn ent; nor yet, in general, for 
the empty glory of deſolating conqueſts. They 
eſtimate the commercial and political conſequence. 
of 


7 


6f what they contend for; they compare their 


own reſources with thoſe of their neighbours, 


and the weaker party, if he is not ſupported by 
that political jealouſy, which ſo wiſely watches 
the movements of ambition, liſtens to terms 
of accommodation. In a word, juſt calculation 
tends to prevent the effuſion of blood, by ſhew- 
ing the inutility, as well the inhumanity of ſuch 
ſacrifices. | 

But there is another way, in ie above all 
others, the propagation of literature tends to hu- 
manize the mind, to reſtrain the fury and the fre- 
quency of war, and to promote peace, and good 
will, and friendly intercourſe among men: it 
ſoftens and humanizes the manners of men by 
exerciſing their mutual ſympathy. Polite litera- 


ture, hiſtory, poetry, and all works of imagina- 


.tion, as landſcape and hiſtorical painting, no- 
vels, romances, &c. All theſe derive their chief 


charm and influence from the repreſentations. 


they contain of human nature placed in various 
and intereſting ſituations. 'The reader enters by 
ſympathy into a thouſand characters, circum- 
ſtances, and ſituations, and is agitated by a thou- 
ſand hopes and fears, and other emotions, which 
could not have been excited in his imagination 
by all the occurrences and viciſſitudes of the moſt 
varied life. Thus he becomes, in ſome meaſure, 
a citizen of the world, The antipathies and pre- 


judices which ſet men at variance with one ano-. 


ther are gradually worn off. An habit of indul- 
gence and forbearance is induced into the en- 
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larged mind. Nothing that belongs to human 
nature, no peculiarity in national character moves 
either the ridicule or the averſion of the ingenu- 
ous and cultivated mind, accuſtomed to contem 
plate humanity under an infinite variety of forms, 
and to feel that ſentiment ſo often quoted from 
the Latin comic poet: I myſelf am a man, and | | 
I cannot remain untouched by the. Joys or the 2 W--j 
forrows of human nature.“““ | =" 
It is impoſſible, and it would be abſurd to at- f 
tempt to deſcribe, preciſely, the ſhare that pro- ( 
greſſive literature has, in effecting that extended  _ 1 
c 
t 


commercial intercourſe, which is the charadte- 
riſtic of the preſent period. But from the very 
nature of literature, and from experience, which 


ö ſhews that the nations in which it prevails, are 1 
| diſtinguiſhed uniformly from their neighbours by 
the humanity of their diſpoſition, we may con- 3 
clude that its influenc: on the tempers, manners, Y 
and happineſs of nations is very conſiderable. 11 
This is the moſt humane, becauſe it is the moſt. _ 
learned and refined age, with which we are at P 
all acquainted. The arts and ſciences are farther | wu 
advanced, and more widely diffuſed than ever 
they were at any former period. And their do- 0: 
main, if we may judge from certain recent diſ- Ve 
coveries and improvements, is ſoon to be greatly to 
and rapidly advanced. Paſling by the experiments Pe 
and diſcoveries in air, and the electrical fluid, that pl 
will form an ra in the hiſtory of philoſophy, we * 
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ſhall juft touch on a late mechanical invention for 
multiplying pictures without the leaſt touch of 
the hand or pencil, and reducing the prices of 
the juſteſt copies of the fineſt paintings ſo low, 
that they come within. the reach of middling, 
and even of humble fortunes. It is proper to 
dwell a little on this invention, rather than ſome 
other diſcoveries itt chemiſtry, becauſe the im- 
provement and diffuſion of paintings have a more 
direct influence on life and manners, and there- 
fore are more cloſely connected with the ſubje& 
of an eſſay that profeſſes to draw the outlines of 
the preſent age and ſtate of the world. 

Mechanical inyention is one of the great pil- 
lars that ſupport the grandeur of the Britiſh em- 
pire. By means of this, notwithſtanding the high 
expence of living in this country, and the grow- 
ing preſſure of accumulated taxes, we are able, 
in various articles, to underſell nations, where 
labour i is twice as cheap as in England, the ex- 
pence of living twice as low, and taxes more than 
twice as moderate. | 

But it was reſerved to Mr. OY the inventor 
of the Pelygraphic Art, to apply mechanical in- 
vention, and particularly the power of chemiſtry, 
to the diffuſion, perpetuation, and in ſome ref- 
peas, the improvement of the moſt generally 


pleaſing and captivating of the liberal arts. This 


ingenious artiſt has actually invented a method 
of multiplying pictures in oil colours, with all 
the properties of the original paintings, whether 
in regard to outline, expreſſion, ſize, variety of 
D 3 -: nts, 
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tints, and other circumſtances, without any touch 
or finiſhing by the hand, and without any injury 


to the original painting. By means of this che- 
mical proceſs, he produces ſuch exact copies or 
likeneſſes as cannot, without difficulty, be diſtin- 


guiſhed from the archetype, even by the eye of 


an artiſt or connoiſſeur, and poſſeſſes all the qua- 
lities, and produces the full effect of the moſt 
finiſhed painting; while the price at which it 
can be delivered to the public is a mere trifle, 


commonly under, but never exceeding the tenth 


part of the value of the original. How large a 
branch of buſineſs does this open? What ſums 
muſt it ſave to this nation for copies of foreign 


paintings? How widely will it diffuſe a taſte for 


the find arts ? What influence may it not have on 
the purſuits and pleaſures of men? And what 


poliſn may it not give to their manners ? The 
polygraphic invention is one of the happieſt il- 


luſtrations that ever appeared of the nature and 


progreſs of experimental philoſophy, and is con- 


ſpicuous among the various inventions and im- 
provements which do honour to our nation, and 
auſpiciouſly mark the preſent times. 

As literature tends to ſoften the hearts, ſo it 
ſerves to brave and invigorate the underſtanding, 
and to unite the minds of men in every good 
cauſe, and eſpecially that of freedom. On this 
primary object the Britiſn Mercury will keep a 


ſteady eye. It is on the virtue and vigilance of 
the people themſelves, and not on their delegates 


in parliament, that the preſcrvation of their li- 
| berties 
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berties will depend. In this free country, where 


there is perfect liberty of thought, ſpeech, and 


action, there are, and there ſhould be as many 
politicians as there are men. We have ſeen that 
diviſion is the grand principle of deſpotiſm, and 


that union among the people, whether it be 


brought about by literature, or free and frequent 


perſonal intercourſe, is the grand principle and 


ſource of free governments. Let this intercourſe 


and union be duly maintained, and, if the maxim 


of tyrants be, divide that you may rule, the 
motto of the people ſhould be, let us unite that 
we may be free. But, in order that there may be 
an union of wills, it is neceſſary that there be a 
coincidence of judgments. And, in order that 
there may be a coincidence of judgments, there 
muſt be frequent and free diſcourſe on all that 


appears moſt intereſting in the viciſſitudes that 


continually paſs on the great theatre of the world. 
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THE BRAIN-SUCKER: 
| O R, | 
THE DISTRESS OF AUTHORSHIP, 


A Serio-Comic Caricature. 


In a Letter from Farmer HomELy to an abſent Friend, 

[ Concluded from page 27 of our wh ] 

Ay dear Friend, | 

ODY and brains ; in ſhort, I was his pro- 
perty, and whatever“ At this inſtant a 


carriage came rattling, and ſtopt at the door. 


My 


* 
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My fon broke off in the midſt of his phrafe the 
ſweat burſt upon his forehead; his features re- 

laxed into ideotic terror; ** Save me, ſave me!“ 

he cried, ** the Brain-ſucker ! Odes ! Epigrams ! 

Water-gruel !—Save me, ſave me ! the Brain- 

ſucker ! Odes ! Epigrams ! Water-gruel !”? 

I caught him, as he fell ſenſeleſs, in my arms. 

I threw a pail-full of cold water on his face, and 
applied to his noſtrils a bottle of hartſhorn, and 
in the ſpace of twenty minutes he began to diſ- 
cover ſome faint ſymptoms of returning life. I 
then conveyed him to bed, and gave him a gene- 
rous draught of excellent Port. Soon after he 
fell into a ſound ſleep ; and, determined to watch 
him all night, I called for pipes and tobacco, and 
took poſt in an eaſy chair, cloſe by his bed-fide. 

About midnight he began to toſs and tumble ex- 
ceedingly in bed. 1 drew the curtain. His hair 
ſtood up with porcupine erectneſs; his viſage was 
writhed into an expreſſion of horror undeſcrib- 
able. He ſhrieked, jumped out of bed, and his 
eye-balls burſting with terror from his head, he 
ran yelling horribly round the room. Exceſs of 
fear fixed me to my ſeat, or I certainly ſhould have 
made my eſcape, for I firmly believed that Belze- 
bub had taken poſſeſſion of his body. At length 
he ſunk exhauſted on the floor, ſtru ggling faintly, 
and moaning with an accent ſo moving, that the 
very walls ſeemed to quiver with compaſſion. 

I put him once more to bed. A ſhower of 
tears gave eaſe to his labouring ſoul. I made him 
drink a few glaſſes 5 Port, and when he was a lit- 

tle 


i 3 


tle compoſed, requeſted him to relate the cauſe of 


Tm r phenomena I have juſt deſcribed. 

I dreamed,” ſaid he, ©* that I had paſſed the 
PR Styx, and that I flood a trembling ſhade be- 
fore the gloomy tribunal of Rhadamanthus. My 
Evil Genius depoſed againſt me all the wicked or 
fooliſh actions of my life. He teſtified, in parti- 


cular, that miſled by the ignis fatuus of literary 


fame, I had left, forlorn in the winter of life, my 
aged parents, and had brought, by my perverſe- 
neſs, their grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave. 
For this miſdeed I was condemned to paſs ſuſ- 
pended in the bleakeſt current of the norch-eaſt 


wind, and plunged alternately in the fiery ſtreams . 


of Phlegeton, ſeven thouſand ſucceſſive years. 
The miniſters of wrath were conducting me 
to this puniſhment, when the infernal Nemeſis, 
riſing up, cried out ſternly, ** Stop !”? and ad- 
dreſſing herſelf to the throne, O! impartial 


Arbitrator of the nether regions,“ ſhe ſaid, this 


perverſe Genius has diſſembled a crime, infinitely 
more heinous than any that he has diſcloſed. 
This man has written an e for Mr. Haſt- 
ings! U 39 

Horror- ſtruck at mention of this circum- 
ſtance, recoiled from me the circumambient ſhades ! 


Tartarus echoed from all its diſmal caverns, a 


groan of indignation. Hell roſe up againſt me, 
and pointed all her ſerpents hiffing in my face. 
Vengeance! Vengeance!“ exclaimed a ga- 
thering cloud of ſpectres, as headed by Revenge, 

and urged on by the Furies, they ruſhed eager and 
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mitted ! 


„ 
clamorous towards the throne. Vengeance! 
Vengeance!“ they exclaimed, pointing to their 
deadly wounds; to their limbs fractured with tor- 
rure; to the wanton marks of ignominy on their 
backs ; to their women, withered with want ; to 
their princes ſuſpended on.a gibbet, or hunted 
down like wild beaſts ; to their babes, butchered 
on the breaſt, or bayoneted in the womb of their 


.expiring parents ! Vengeance on a villain who 


has contributed to miſlead the juſtice of a generoys 
nation ; who has endeavoured to defraud hell of 
a victim, which long ere now ſhould have howled 
writhing on the rack of torture, or rather enrich- 


ed the infernal regions with new puniſhments, 


horrible and exquiſite as the crimes he has com- 
17* ö 


«« Frequent flaſhes of lightning burſt mean- 


while from the black cloud, which concealed, in 


aweful obſcurity, the ſublime front of Rhadaman- 
thus. His eye-balls, flaming with indignation, ap- 
peared like two torrents of fire, which the terrified 
Sicilian marks, at ſunſet, riſing red and threaten- _ 
ing, through the dun robe of ſmoke that enve- 
lopes the tall ſummit of Mongibello. Hell 
ſhakes with univerſal trepidation. A voice of ten 
thouſand thunders roars deep and horrible from 
the throne, ©* Seize him, ye miniſters of wrath !_ 
« Seize him, ye imps of exquiſite torture, and 
drag him, the ſcoundrel—to Grub-ſtreet ! for 
hell affords no ,puniſhment Proportioned to his | 
ut. 
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In order to put in execution this moſt horri- 


ble decree, the infernal legion ruſhed upon me, 
and endeavouring to elude their talons, I exhibit- 
ed thoſe ſymptoms of terror that alarmed you ſo 
much.“ 

This frightful dream had taken ſuch hold of 
his terrified imagination, that ſleep ſeemed to have 
fled irrevocable from his eyes. I plied him with- 


Port to no purpoſe. I even adminiſtered, in 


vain, a double doſe of opium. At length I be- 
thought me of a never-failing ſoporific : I went 
to the bag that held my foul linen, and pulled out 


x'fragment of the C IT ICAL REVIEW, of which 
J had facr:legiouſly deſpoiled a temple of Cloa- 


cina. I began to read the ſound ſtole power- 


fully ſomniterous on my ſon's ſenſes ;—in five : 
minutes he was faſt aſleep. The fragment dropt 


from my hand ;—1 fell back in my eafy chair. 


When J awoke in the morning, I found my ſon 


ſtill in a deep fleep. As foon as he opened his 


eyes, I cauſed him to put on clean linen, a ſpecies 


of luxury to which for ſeven months paſt he had 
been utterly a ſtranger ; and after breakfaſt we 
ſet off in the York mail, and in four and IO 
hours we found ourſelves at home. 

I leave your feelings to ſuggeſt the joy of a fond 
mother at the unhoped for recovery of her only 


child. Dick's return was a day of jubilee for the 


whole village. Nancy began to raiſe her head, 
| like a drooping roſe after a gentle ſhower of rain. 
Dick advances rapidly to his former vigour and' 
blooming health. The dreadful diſtemper tha 

E 2 | made 


ſkulls of maſſacred Frenchmen, who have landed, 


( 4& } 


made ſuch woeful havock in his brain, is radically 


exterminated. He has abandoned for ever the 
 heatheniſh worſhip of Apollo; ſwears that he. 


would not exchange a ſingle ſmile of his lovely 
Nancy for the laſt favours of the Ning Siſers; 
and that he would rather plant cabbages on his 
paternal eſtate, than cultivate, with Homer, Oſ- 
ſian, and Virgil, the very ſummits of Parnaſſus, . 


LA BAGATELLE. 


J the laſt advices from Paris we learn, that the 
faſhionable world there are exceedingly fond 

of being attended by Engliſh ſervants. A foot- 
man in-particular mounts behind their carriage 


in the habit of a jockey: and indeed it muſt be 


confeſſed, that they've jockied John Bull moſt 
egregioully. 

Some time ago a number of merchants formed 
a ſociety for importing ſlaves from the Iſland of 


Madagaſcar. This ſcheme, however, has been 


entirely laid aſide ſince the commercial treaty 


paſſed between France and Great Britain. The 


French are of opinion, that they will ſoon be able 
to import ſlaves from a neighbouring country 
much cheaper than they could have them from 
Madagaſcar, whoſe black and brawny inhabitants. 
have ever manifeſted the moſt rooted antipathy 


to wy and the Grande Monarque, and, horrid | 


to relate ! delightin drinking out of the decorated 


at 
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at different times on their ſea-girt iſle, with the 


pious purpoſe of making them. Chriſtians and 


ſlaves ! The articles with which they propoſe to 
purchaſe the liberty of their northern neighbours, - 
are French lace and brandy, and the other ga- 


telles with which they are accuſtomed to buy the 
corrupted ſavages of North America. 


It was objected to this ſcheme, that the Engliſh | 
waere in general too luſty for the inceſſant labour 


of ſlaves. But to this it was replied, that the 
proprietors would have it in their power to a 


and melt down their property to a fit habit of 


body.“ It is hoped, however, ſay the tender- 


hearted Frenchmen, that the cruel neceffity of 


this operation will be ſuperſeded by the rapid pro- 
greſs of farming among the Engliſh, which will 


ſoon abſorb their ſuperfluous nutriment, and con- 


vert to ſhriveled ſkeletons, the ſleek and over- 
grown natives of Great Britain. | 


The buſineſs of parliament is now nearly at an 


end; and indeed however urgent or important 
the affairs of the nation might be, 1t 1s impoſſible 
that the voice of buſineſs could be heard amid the 
approaching din of eight hundred cat-gut ſera- 
pers, appointed by R——1 A. to drown 
the cries of liberty oppreſſed, and to preſerve John 
Bull in a ſtate of good humour and cullavility ! 


The 


* This operation is performed by the people of Barbary, 
by making inciſions in the thig',s, and other fleſhy parts of 
the body, and melting down with red hot irons, the fat of 
ſuch of their ſlaves as are too luſty ſor labour. | 
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The rage of fiddling gains ground more and 
more every day. Operas, concerts, oratorios, 
arreſt with ſyren voice the delighted paſſen- 
ger in every ſtreet. Ma chere amie tickles at every 
corner the ears of butchers and barbers boys: 
Nay, it is ſaid that the ſacred oratorio of the 
Meſſiah was played the other day in a Manger, 
in the environs of the city. The Magi were per- 
ſonated by half a dozen chimney-ſweeps ; a link- 
boy acted the leading ſtar ;. a hen-pecked taylor 
performed. the part of Joſeph ; the Arch-angel 
Gabriel was played by an Iriſh coal-heaver ; and 
the holy virgin but decency forbids us de- 
ſcending into particulars. The Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury ſhould certainly put a ſtop to thoſe 
ſcandalous proceedings. | 

A certain great perſonage is ſaid to have ex-: 
claimed, at a late muſical rehearſal, Locus heart! 
if eight hundred muſicians are capable of /craping 
off { much melody, what might not eight milli- 
ons pertorm !?*? This idea, we are told, ingroſſes at 
preſent his mighty foul, and that he hopes in a 
ſhort time to aſtoniſh all Europe with the united 
exertions of a whole. nation of adlers .! 

The nations on. the continent are in great 
hopes. it is ſaid, of ſeeing ſoon a new phenome- 
non, viz. an Engliſh Caſtrato ! Man Dieu! ex- 
daimed her Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty's maids of 
honour, how will an Engliſhman look without 
his ***#*1?? And yet what a pity it is, reſumed the 
Marquiſe de Perſifflage, what a pity itis that ca/- 
trated of his maſculine FRAY, John Bull ſhould. 


; wear 
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wear the mere mockery of manhood, like poor 


Tenducci, in a bag 123 

Nothing now is talked of among the Giles 
of the Broughtonian ſchool but the celebrated 
Mendoza, the Jew. bruiſer. 


The children of Iſrael regard this jaw- breaking 


Jew as the Fore- runner of the Meſſiah; and now 
pant in preſent expectation of thoſe happy days, 
when they ſhall rule over the heathen with rods 
of iron, and break in pieces the rulers of the 
earth, like a potter's veſſel! 

A jubilee was lately held by the ſons of Jaco! I, 
to celebrate theſe glorious hopes, and a pſalm 
ſuitable to the occaſion was ſung by Leoni. The 
following verſes ſung in chorus, formed the bus- 
den or refrain of the anthem-:. 


The Lord hath ſaid it, ye ha of Tjrael; the mer- 


ciful God of Jacob hath made it jure, O] ye daugh- 


ters of Ferujalem ! Ye ſhall break with clubs of iron 


the bones of their mighty men of war ; ye ſhall thruſt 
their young women through with ſpears ; ye ſpall 


daſb out the brains of their little onas —_ ft the _ 


avall 1 


Ye ſhall utterly exterminate the nations, „ ſeek the 


Lord, and Jeruſalem fhall be the metropulis of the 


univerſe ; and the ſun, in his daily courſe, ſhall ſee 
nothing but FEWS upon the- whole ee of the” 


earth | 


A 


* That celebrated finger is ſaid to wear in his breeches- 


| pocket, and as near their original ſituation as poſſible, the 
relic. 45 ut his varulity, tied up in a bag. 
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A ſmall minority of Iſraelites, however, are 
doubtful whether the prediction will ever take 
place ; and it was obſerved, as. an omen unfa- 
vourable to their hopes, that Leoni. ſung more 
than commonly in Falſetto the above anthem. 


a — 
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EXTRACTS FROM FOREIGN BOOKS. . 


Chanſons Madecaſſes traduites en Francois, ſuivies de Poe- 


ſies fugitives. Par M. le Chev. de P. A Londres & Paris. 


ls gentleman has lately viſited the Iſle of 


1 Bourbon, Madagaſcar, and ſome parts of 
the Eaſt Indies. He has tranſlated ſome Made- 
caſſian ſongs, well adapted to give us an idea of 
the manners and cuſtoms of thoſe people. The 
Iſle of Madagaſcar is divided into a great many 
little domains, governed by as many princes, 
who are always at war with each other : the ob- 


ject of theſe wars is to make priſoners, in order to 


ſell them to the Europeans. Thus were it not 
for us, as this writer obſerves, thoſe people, 
whom we call barbarous, would-be peaceable and 
happy. The ſentiments of the Madecaſh on this 


head are well ex preſſed in the following ſong. 


«© Beware of the white people, O inhabitants 
of the ſea ſhore! In the time of our fathers the 
whites landed upon this iſland. Here, ſaid our 


forefathers to the ſtrangers, here are lands for 


you, let your women cultivate them; be joſt, be 
good, and become our brechren.— The whites 


promiſed fair, but they began to make intrench- 


ments. 
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ments. A fort roſe up threatening ; they in- 
cloſed thunder in mouths 'of braſs, their prieſts 
wanted to impoſe upon us a God whom we knew 
not; at length they talked of obedience and ſla- 


very. Rather death a thouſand times! Long and 


terrible was the carnage ; but notwithſtanding 


the thunder which they vomited, and which 


eruſhed at once entire armies, they were all ex- 
terminated. Beware of the white people - We 


have ſeen freſh tyrants, ſtronger and more nume- 


rous than the firſt plant on the ſea ſhore, their 


proud ſtandards. Heaven fought for us. Rain 
and tempeſt, and poiſoned winds aſſailed the in- 
vaders. They are no more, and we live, and we 


live free. Beware of the white 1 Soha O Inkie- 
bitants of the ſea ſhore !”? 
. Generous Madecaſſi, may you live for ever free 


may the demon of avarice deſcend at non to 
hell from whence he came; and the vile ſpirit of 
traffic which murders the peace of the world, be 


remembered no more, except in baer 
ſongs f direful deteſtation! 


* — W 9 _- „ — 


e Letters of the late King of Pruffia, publiſhed at 
Berlin. They were written during the war of feven years, 


to the Countefs de Camas, daughter of Brandt, and wife 
of the Count de Camas, Commandant of Franckfort on 


the Oder, &c, 


THIS familiar correſpondence proves the de- 
gree of gaiety which the King preſerved amidſt 
the diſtreſſes of war; and diſcover throughout a 
heart 3 to the charms of friendſhip. In 
a letter 


— —  _—  —_—_—_— — — 
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a letter, dated Neuſtadtt, the 11th December; 
1760. Speaking of his warlike embarraſſments, 
he ſays, It is, 1 afſure you, a dog's life, which, 
except Don Quixote, no man ever led but me. 
All this train, all this endleſs diſorder has brought 
on old age ſo faſt, that you Will hardly recognize 
me. On the tight ſide of my head my hair is 
turned grey, my teeth break and fall out, my 
Viſage is wrinkled like the plaitings of a petti- 

coat, my back bowed like a Monk's of the order 
of La Trappe. I give you previous notice of all 
this, that in caſe we ſhould yet again ſee each 
other in fleſh and blood, you may not be ſhocked 
at my appearance. I retain nothing now of what 
I was, but the heart, which remains unchanged ; 
and will preſerve while I breath, the ſame ſenti- 
ment of eſteem and tender friendſhip for my good 
mamma. Adieu.“ | 

LETTER III. 

IN truth, my good mamma, you are very ex- 
pert. I give you joy of your experience in drop- 
ſies. The accident you mention is extremely 
common; there is neither court nor convent 
where it does not happen. As to me, who am 
very indulgent to the weakneſſes of our ſpecies, 
J ſhall not ſtone to death maids of honour, who 
multiply the ſpecies. They perpetuate the Hu- 
man race, while your ferocious politicians re- 
preſs it by fatal wars. I confeſs that I prefer a 
_ conſtitution a little too tender, to thoſe dragons of 
chaſtity, who delight in deſtroying the reputa- 
tion of their fellows, or thoſe vexatious women 


Who 
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cho are never happy but when their hands are 
employed in miſchief, Let the -child be well 


cducated, let not the family be expoſed, and 
take care that the Ove girl leaves the court with- | 


out ſcandal, &c.“ 
From Dahlen, 6th March, 1 763. 


| SHALL then ſee you, my good mamma, and 


I hope that it will be by the end of this month, 


or the beginning of April; and I hope that I ſhall 
find you in as good health as when I leit you. As 


for me, you will find me bowed down, and al- 
moſt doating with age, grey as the aſſes that fol- 
low my camp, loſing every day a tooth, and al- 
moſt crippled by the gout; but your indulgence 


will bear with the infirmities of old age, and we 


will talk of the times that are paſt, 


So then our good Margrave de Bareuth i 18 no 


more. That grieves me much. We loſe our 
friends, and our enemies ſeem to live for ever. 


Ahl my good mamma, how much I fear Berlin, 


and the vacancies I ſhall find there! But I will 


think only of you, and impoſe an illuſion upon 


myſelf as to the reſt, &c.“ 


EXHIBITION OF PAINTINGS. 


S emerſet-Houſe. | 


annual Exhibition of Painting does, by no 


means, contribute to call forth genius, or to form : 
a good taſte. It is hardly poſſible for an artiſt, in 
— | "the 


E cannot help being of opinion, that an 


18 


the ſhort ſpace of a twelvemonth, to conceive, to 
mould, and to mellow into perfection, a great or 
elegant idea. Hence we can eaſily account for that 
air of crudity which, in general, deforms the pro- 
ductions of the preſent year. 

Eminent amidſt the large hiſtorical paintings, 
and ſtrongly, though rudely, marked by the pen- 
cil of genius, is tne aſſaſſination of David Riccio, 
by J. Opie. The whole tableau is highly dra- 
matic, the figures are happily contraſted; every 
face expreſſes a different, or, at leaſt, a diſtinct 
ſhade of the ſame paſſion; not a perſon in the 
groupe appears in vain, nor is there a ſingle cir- 
cumſtance idly introduced. Whatever may be 
the merit of the rival painting by Graham, it ap- 
pears beſide this to great diſadvantage. It would 
be in vain to contend, that the painter has fol- 
lowed exactly the hiſtoric narration of the fact by 
Dr. Stuart. To appeal to the paſſions, not to in- 
form the mind, is the object of this art. The moſt 
dramatic ſtory is always the belt ſuited to the 
painter, whoſe province 1s circumſcribed by no 
bounds but thoſe of probability, 


| Pictoribus atque Poetis, 
Quidlibet audendi ſemper fuit æqua poteſtas. 


The Fall of Wat Tyler, by J. Northcote, is 
certainly not without merit. But we cannot help 
wondering why the artiſt ſhould have g ven to the 
rebel- chief, who fell ſuddenly, and in the vigour 
of his age, at the head of his party, the ghaſtly 
appearance of a perſon who ſinks, after a long ill- 
neſs, the lean and livid prey of diſſolution. 

—_— == "Who 
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Who can behold, without feeling his blood run 
chill through his veins, and his heart freezing to 


his ſide, the pallid moribond Jane Shore. It is 


the Venus de Medicis herſelf, ſhrouded in a fune- 
real ſhnade. After this, it would hardly be paying 
A compliment to R. M. Payne, the author of this 
moſt excellent piece of painting, to ſay, that the 
drapery is the 8 we remember ever to have 
ſeen. 
Amidſt the ſmaller e we e diſtinguiſh Thea- 


genes and Cariclea, and Dorinda wounded by 
Silvio, both by C. R. Riley. Aminto releaſing 
Silvia, by the ſame hand, merits particular men- 


tion. Nothing can be better imagined, nor bet- 
ter executed, than the deep ſenſe of ſhame ex- 
preſſed in every feature, and in the whole action of 
Silvia: her head bluſhingly declined—her hair 


retorted over her ſhoulder, in ſuch a manner as to 


fall down, and partly to cover her middle—her 
Jimbs compreſſed, and her body bending, and 
turned averſe from Aminto, as much as her fetters 


will admit, form an excellent 5 of female 


modeſty. 
I.!n the portraĩt- painting line, a department to 


which, we are ſorry to obſerve, that too many of 
the artiſts have conſecrated their talents, Sir 
Joſhua Reynolds maintained his wonted predomi- 


nancy. There are ſeveral excellent portraits by the 


Coſways, and one by J. Northcote, the portrait 


of a Lady and Child. A beautiful Bacchante, in 
crayons, by J. Ruſſel, was deſervedly admired. In 


the landſcape line, Loutherbourg. Hodges, and 


F Rein- 
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Reinagle, ſtand unrivalled. A View in South Wales, 
by P. F. Bourgeois, met with univerſal and me- 

rited approbation. Thoſe who delight in minute 
elegance will find a great deal to admire amongſt 
the miniatures. We cannot finiſh our ſketch of 
the Great Room, without regretting, that Mr. 


. Weſt has not this year produced any thing worthy 


of his well- earned reputation. 
Auti-Room. 


Here we diſtinguiſh more deſerving of a ſitua- 
tion in the Great Room than ſome that are admit- 


ted. A pathetic painting of the laſt ſcene in the 


tragedy of the Gameſter, by Mr. Brown. An 


excellent portrait of Mahomet Summy, crayons, 


by J. Ruſſel. The ſerjeant and ſoldier in his 


glory, two humorous pieces of C. Catton, jun. 
| Have much merit. 


Exhihition Room of Sculpture and Drawings, 


Here we diſtinguiſh grog on board a ſhip, and 


the countryman and ſharpers, two excellent draw- 
ings in the comic ſtile, by T. Rowlandſon. Ze- 
Phyrus and Flora, a model by C. Horwell, ri- 
vetted our attention. We could hardly ſatiate 
our eyes with admiring the floating elegance with 
which they ſeem ſuſpended in the air, and. the 
amorous delicacy of their embrace, ſo ingeniouſly 
characteriſtic of the gentle tempers of Flora anti 


i Zephyrus. Neptune and Amphytrite by C. 


Peart, has a conſiderable ſhare of merit. And 
the ſculpture of the honourable Mrs. Damer, 'is 
| | in 


1 


in general executed in an elegant and maſterly 


manner. 


REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS 


Nina, or The Love diſtracted Maid. A Comedy in one Ad; 
Tranſlated from the French of M. M. D. V. 


9 following, in a few words, is the fable 


of the piece. Nina and Germeuil, educa- 


ed together, contract for each other a tender and 
deep-rooted affection. The Count, Nina's fa- 
ther, encourages the riſing flame. The day of 
marrriage is fixed. A rival, mean while, richer 
and more powerful, preſents himſelf, and is pre- 
ferred to Germeuit, The two rivals meet. 
fight ; Germeuil falls, and is carried off, as it is 
ſappoſed, dead. Nina, a ſpectator of the fatal 
event, is carried ſenſeleſs to her father's caſtle. 


She loſes her reaſon. Every trace of the paſt 


is effaced from her memory, except ** the idea of 


Germeuil, —the tender faithful Germeuil.“” She: 


believes him on tlie point of returning from a 
journey. Every day, even in weather the moſt 


iaciement, ſhe repairs to a bower, often witneſs 


to the innocent loves, and.interchanged vows gf. 
Nina and Germeuil. There, fitting on a bench. 
facing the road, ſhe waits for him, holding in her. 
hand a noſegay, which the gathered for her love. 


The expected hour pailes ; the wipes away a tear, 
and departs with the deceitful hope of ſeeing him. 


to-morrow. 5 
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Fere it is that the piece commences. The- 
Count, Nina's father, repenting his ſeverity, and 
abandoned to deſpair, returns to ſee his daughter, 

whom he had left in charge with Eliza, her Go- 
verrante, A moſt affecting dialogue takes place 
between the Count and his daughter, who does- 
not recognize him. 

Germeuil, who had been reported dead, ſud- 
denly makes his appearance. The Count em- 
braces him with rapture. Nina is brought back. 
to her ſenſes, by the moſt :iatural gradations ; and 
the piece concludes as every feeling reader or 
ſpectator would moſt ardently wiſh, 

This is certainly one of the moſt pathetic dra- 
mas that ever appeared on any ſtage. The tranſ- 
jator, we think, has done ample juſtice to the 
original. Some parts, however, of the verſifica- 
tion, which in general is ſpirited, betray the marks 
of a haſty and careleſs. hand. 
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Diamond Cut Diamond, a Comedy i in Two Acts. Tranſlà- 
ted from the French of Guerre Ouverte, ou Ruſe contre. 
Ruſe, by Lady W 
WE mention this play, not ſo much to take 

notice of the excellence of the tranſlation, as to 

expreſs our ſurprize that Lady W ſhould 
ſubmit to the drudgery of tranſlating. We ſhall 
think ourſelves entitled to the thanks of the Pub- 
lic, if by this obſervation we ſhould be happy 
enough to provoke ſomething original from the 
pen of a lady, who 1s well known to poſſeſs more- 
attic 


© i 5 


conſequences of 'the power exerciſed by the Go-- 
vernor-General ; the maintaining, independent 


of th2 Nabob Vizier, a military force in the pro- 


vince of Oude ; the appointment of military offi 


cers to the collect on of the revenues, &c. Mr. 


Burke concluded with a motion, which was car- 


Tied. 


— — 


HOUSE, OF: LORDS. 
May. 24. 


Prince of Wales. Lord Sydney delivered a meſ- 
ſage from his Majeſty, to inform their Lordſhips 


that his Royal Highneſs had contracted a debt, & g. 


That his Majeſty "ſubmitted to their Lordſhips the 
neceſſity of finiſhing Carleton-houſe, & And that 


his Majeſty, willing to give every aſſiſtance in his 
power, had.agrecd to make an addition to the pre- 


ſent revenues of the Prince of Wales, of 10, oool. 


to be paid from the civil liſt. 
Farmers General Bill. Lord Portche ſter repro- 

bated the principles of the bill. Lord Stormont 

argued aifo with much force againſt this moſt 


unconflituticual meaſure. The bill paſſed, how- 


ever, without a diviſion. The arguments made 
uf of were nearly the ſame with thoſe enforced 
on the ſame occaſion in the Houſe of Commons, 
as ſketched in our laſt number. 

In peace hment. Mr. Hiſtings was delivered over 
to the Uſher of the Black Rod by the Serjeant at 
Arms; appeared on his knees at the Bar; and after 
hearing the articles of impeachment read over, 


was admitted to give bail, himſelf in 40,000). and 
his ſareties, Mr. Sumner and Mr. e Ur 


19,0001. each, 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS... + 

. May 23. 

== Mr. Pitt moved an addreſs to his Majeſty, to 

| expreſs their readineſs to comply with the tenor of 
his gracious meſſage, to pray that 161,000). 
ſhould be iſſued from the revenues of the civil liſt, 
to be applied to the diſcharge of the debts of his 
Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, in ſuch a 
manner as his Majeſty ſhall think proper; and. 
alſo that a farther ſum of 20,0001. be iſſued on 

account, and applied towards the completion of 
Carlton-Houſe; and to aſſure his Majeſty, that 
his faithful Commons would make good the ſame... 

Carried nem. con. | 


NE. . 
Accounts from Conſtantinople, dated April 

12th, ſay, that the Captain Paſcha has finally 

defeated the rebel army in Egypt, and ſent the 

head of the three chiefs to Conſtantinople. Other 

advices aſſert that the whole is a ſtate fable, in- 

| vented to pacify the clamour of the people. 

| According to the lateſt advices from both coun- - 

tries, a war 1s ready to break out between the 

| Ruſſians and Turks. 

An action has taken place at Utrecht, between 

the adherents of the Stadtholder and the patriotic 
party, in which the former were defeated. A boy 
about twelve years of age was mortally wounded . 
on this occaſion. When he was put upon a board 
in order to be carried home to his parents, he faid.. 
to thoſe around him, I am not yet dead, and ſtill 


a patriot ! | 
CAT A- 
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attic wit than would weigh down the united mites 
of half the dramatic writers of the preſent day. 


Hints to Families. By Swainſon. Ridgway. 


THIS pamphlet offers ſome very ſenſible obſer- 
yations on the treatment of the ſmali-pox, which 
_ deſerve a ſerious conſideration. 


*— 
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THEATRICAL INTELLIGENCE. 
HAT MARKET. 


JI E congratulate the Public on the acceſſion: 
which their pleaſures are likely to derive 
from ſo excellent an actor as Mr. Browne. He 
ſuſtained the difficult character of Hamlet with 
ſpirit, feeling, and diſcernment. Mrs. Kemble's 
merits in the character of Ophelia, are beſt ex- 
preſſed in the tears which trickled warm and co- 
pious down the cheeks of the melted audience. 

We ſhould be happy to ſee this lady in the in- 
tereſting character of Nina, which we are tho- 
roughly perſuaded ſhe would perform with the moſt 
affecting pathos. at. 

After the play, was acted, for the firſt time, a 
new comic opera, entitled Harveſt Home. The 
fable of this piece is involved in impenetrable ob- 
feurity. The muſic is by Dibdin. The verſes 
are the Handicraſt of ſome fidler, who conſiders 
words merely as wind, and who has therefore ar- 
ranged them with little regard to their ſignifi- 
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Fancy. A ſong, of which the chief beauty ap- 


peared to conſiſt in the following lines, 
Beam bum boodle, locdle, locdle, 
Beam bum bcodle, lecele, loo, 


was encored by the audience. Gracious Apollo! 


why didft thou not fend down amongſt them a 


ſhower of aſſes ears, in order that every Midas 
might be manifeſt at leaſt to his ſhaver ? | 

In the name of common ſenſe, if we are now - 
declining faſt to a ſtate of dotage and imbecility, 
let our children and ideots mount the ſtage; heir 


babble will at leaſt be natural and unforced : But 


why ſhould we go to places of public entertain- 
ment to have our ears abuſed with laboured im 
fancy, and meditated nonſenſe? 


PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS: 


pe do not mean in our conciſe but cempreher ſive account of far- 
liamentary proceedings to narrate any debates but [uch as refer 

to chjefts of national importance. Our political annals vill 
exhibit to the intelligent Reader, in a ſtile clear tho" laconic, the 
ſuceeſſjve movements by which the Conſtitution of this Country 
verges towards Deſporiſm, or revertsto Independence. ] 


HOUSE OF LORDS. . 
May 14. 7 
A committee appointed to examine the articles 
of impeachment againit Warren. Haſtings, Eſq;, 
and to report on Thurſday. 


— _— 


HOUSE OF. COMMONS. 
Mr. Burke opened his charge againſt Mr, Haſ- 
tines, for mal-adminiſtration in the province of 
Ode, e articles of wuich were, injurious: 
CON- 


C.J 
CXFALQOVE OF NEW "TO ERCEE HELM: 


BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. 


INA; or the Love-diftrafted Maid: a comedy in one 
act. Tranſlated from the French of M. M. D. V. 
8vo. is. Govlding. | 

The Diſtreſſed Baronet. A farce, in two acts. By. Mr. 
Charles Stuart, Author of Gretna Green, &c. Svo. 18. 
Debrett. | 
The Wrongs of Africa. A peem. Part I. 2s. Faulder. 

Articles of Impeachment againſt Warren Haſtings, Fiq. 


late Governor-General of Bengal, for ſeveral high Crimes and 
Miſdemeanours, as voted by the Houſe: of Commons, re- 
ported by a Committee of Secrecy, for being laid betore the 


Houſe of Lords. vo. 1s. 6d. Richardfon. 


Edward, or the Curate. A poem, in three cantos. By 


the Rev. Samuel Hoole, A. M. 3s. Dodfley. 


Diamond cut Diamond: a comedy in two acts. Tranſ- 


lated from the French of Guerre Ouverte, ou Ruſe contre 
Ruſe, by Lady W. 8vo. is. Debrett. 
The Hiſtory of New Holland, from its firſt Diſcovery to 


the preſent Time; with a particular account of its ae» Z 
© 


and inhabitants, and a deſcription cf Ectany Ray: alſo a 

os. the naval, niarine, military, and civi; eſtab iſnrnent. Ta 
which 1s precxed an intreducory diſecurſe en banihment. 
By the Right Hon. Willa: Eden. Svo. 6s. Stockdale. 

| The Odes of Anacrecn: trarflated from the Greek, by 
the Rev. D. H. Urquhart, A. I. 25. Cadeli. 


Specimen Artis Obſtetrica:iz : being a ſyllabus or general 8 
heads of a Courſe of Lectures on the Theory and Practice of 


Midwifery, and Diſeaſes incident to Women and Children, 
publicly delivered at his , heatre in Craven- ſtreet, Strand, 
London. by john Leake, M. D. 8vo. Murraß. 
he Abridgment of a Pian for the honourable, effectual, 
and permanent Relief of all the Poor of England. By 27 
vo. 28. bd. Hockam. 
A Selection from the Works of Francis Lord Bacon, Viſ- 
count of St. Albans; conſiting of his Eſſays on civil, moral, 
5 literary, 


( 64 ) 


literary, and political ſubjects, &c. his celebrated Hiſtory of 
Life and Death; together with his own 1 Life. By Dr. Wil- 
lymot. 128. Robſon. | 

Mr. Neckar's Anſwer to M. de Calonne's Charge againſt 
him in the Aſſembly of the Notables. 28. 6d. Debrett. 

Collection of Tracts relative to the Law of England, from 
Manuſcripts never before publiſhed, By F. Hardgrave, Eſqe 
Barriſter at Law. Vol. I. il. 76. Brooke. 

Comparative Reflections on the paſt and preſent politicah 
commercial, and civil State of Great Britain; with ſome 
I houghts concerning Emigration. By Richard Champion, Eſq. 
58s. Debrett. | 

PrzleQio ad actum publicum Habitum Cantabrigiz, Id. 
Mart. Mpccrxxxvii. Auctore Gulielmo Cooke. Merrill, 
Cant. Cadell, Lond. 

True Policy, or Helps to a right Deciſion on the Principles 
was! in Defence of Mr. Haſtings. In Anſwer to a Pam 
phlet, entitled, an Appeal to the People of England and Scot- 
land, in Behalf of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. By One of the 
People of England. $vo. 18. 6d. Bell. T 

The ſingular and-extraordinary Caſe of Edward Morſe, Eſq. 
many Years Chief Juſtice of Senegambia, in Africa. 8vo, 
Is, Ridgway. 

Obſervations on Poiſons, and on the Uſe of Mercury in 


the Cure of obſtinate Dyſenteries. By Thomas Houliſton, 


M. D. late Senior Phyſician to the Javerpools Infirmary, &c. 
1s, 6d, Elliot and Co. | 


MU.S1C.. 
Nina. 10s 6d. Goulding. 
Pope's Elegy: to the 8 of an unfortunate a 


38. Wright. 


Harveſt Home, By Dibdin. 10 Preſton. 
Lavinia. 48. Thompſon. | 
Prior's Garland, 58s. Skillern. | 
Overture to Nina, for the Piano Forte. 18. 
Three Sonatas for the Harpſichord. By L. N 
Op. 20. 6s, Longman and Broderip. 
Three. 


\ 99: 7 
Three Sonatas for the Harpſichord, with Accompani- 


ments for a Violin and Violincello. By ditto. Op. 21. 
7s. 6d. Longman and Broderip. | 


Three Sonatas for the Harpfichord, with an Accom- 
paniment for a Violin. By I. F. Sterkle. Op. 19. 75. 6d. 


Longman and Broderip. 

Six Overtures in four Parts, with Hautboys and French 
Horns, ad libitum, calculated for ſmall or great Concerts, 
By Lewis Borghi. Op. 6. T. Skillern. 


PRINTS, 

A New Caricature Print, entitled Ancient Muſic, repre- 
ſenting a number of known characters. Fores. 

Subpcena, a new Print, repreſenting a Ae ſtanding under 
an empty Pair of Breeches. Fores. 
A Millener's Shop, with Lines from Peter Pindar. Fores. 
A Convention of the Not- Ables, and the Treaty of Com- 
merce or new Coalition. Fores. 


— * 


FOREIGN BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. 


CONVERSATIONS des Gens du Monde dans tous les 


Tems de  Annee ; le Printems. Tome II. A Paris. 


La Nouvelle Melanie. Drame en cinque —_ & en 


Proſe. 
Le Triomphe de I'Humanite; ou la Mort de Leopold de 
Brunſwick: Poeme. A Paris. 
 Opuſcule Poetiques, par M. le Chev. de Cubiere des 
Academies et Societes Royales de Lyon, &c. A Paris. 
Diſcours choiſis de Ciceron, a I Uſage des Claſſes, traduits 
en Erancois. Par M. VAbbe Anger, de I Academie Royale 
des Inſcriptions et Belles Lettres. Tome III. A Paris. 
Les Amans d' Autrefois. Par Mad. le Comteſſe de B***, 
A Paris. | 
Recherces Hiſtoriques ſur Eſprit primitif et ſur le an- 
riens Colleges de l' Ordre St. Benoit. A Paris. 


Les Impoſteurs Demaſques et Punis; ou Hiſtoire de plu+ | 


_ Keyrs Axenturiers. A Paris. 


Bibli- 


——ͤ ———— 
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Bibliotheque Choifie de Contes, de Faceties & de Bons 
Mots. Tome IV. formant le zte des Contes Tires des Au- 


teurs Grecs & Latins, par une Societe de Gens de Lettres. 


A Paris. 
PRINTS _ 
Figures des Fables de la Fontaine, gravees par Simon & 
Coini, d' apres le Deffins de Vivier. A Paris. | 

Le Heureux Retour & la Bonne Union, deux eſtampes en 
Coleur & faiſant pendant. A Paris. 

Vue Perſpective de la Ville de Rouen; gravee par F. Go- 
defroy, de I Academie Imperiale de Vienne, de celles d' An- 
gleterre, c. A Paris. | 

Coſtumes Civils Actuels de tous les Peuples connus, redig 
par P. Sylvain M. 42 & 43 liv. A Paris. 


MUSIC. 


Trois Sonates pour le Piano Forte, avec Accompagnement 
de Violon, par M. Hullmandell, Oeuvre 9. A Paris. 
Trois Sonates pour le Piano Forte, ou le Clavein, avec Ac- 


compagnement de Violon, compoſees par D. Steibett. A 
Paris. 


Journal de Violon, dedie aux Amateurs. No. 4. A Paris. 
Concerto pour Clavein, ou le Piano Forte, compoſe par 
M. Duſſek, No. 41 du journal de Pieces de Clavein, par dif- 


ferens Aureurs. A Paris. 


Second & dernier Acte du la Partition du Roi 8 
Venice; Opera Heroi-comique de G. Patfiella, traduit en 
vers Libres, par M. Moline. A Faris. | 


[The utility of the foregoing catalogue, &c. muſt be obvious 
at the firſt glance. Here the reader.ſees, at once, wwhat he wat 
formerly obliged to acquire from ſeveral channels of informa- 
tion, a complete view of whatever has appeared, for the ſpace 
of a Vertnig bi, in the literary world, and in the line of Mufic 


and Engraving. 
In order to render this liſt as correct as poſſible, we requeſt the 


Bookſellers, and the Venders of Muſic and Prints, to ſend to the 
BxITIsAn Mercury, Catalogues of their new publications, 
n they appear, which ſhall be inſerted GRAT 1. 
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BRITISH MERCURY.- 


No. III. — June 9, 1787. 
. — EIS | | = 
ADDRESS TO THE KING. 


T has been, from the earlieſt records of the 


empire, a political inſtitution among the 
Chineſe, to publiſh weekly the life and ſayings of 


the reigning emperor. An academy is inftituted, 
for the exprefs purpoſe of committing to the page 
of hiſtory the tranſactions of their fover2ign : an 
hiſtoriographer attends him conſtantly, to take 


down his memorable expreflions, and to record 


his actions. 
But that academy and this W are 


not the mere ſycophants of the court, the ſervile 


ſatellites of the ſovereign, hired to varniſh his de- 
fects, and to impoſe on the deluded people a flat- 
tering portrait of their maſter. They conſider 
themſelves, on the contrary, as the guardians of 
the people. Their pencil is conſecrated to pa- 
triotiſm, and guided by veracity. They have 
often ſtemmed, with undaunted perſeverance, the 


Gn ö torrent. 
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torrent of tyranny, and withſtood to the death 
the inroads of arbitrary power. 

It were devoutly to be wiſhed, by every friend. 
to human nature, that a fimilar inſtitution were 
eſtabliſhed in every civilized corner of the world. 
Four Majeſty, no doubt, wauld earneſtly and 
with gladneſs embrace ſo glorious an opportunity 
of being known to your ſubjects. How would 
it rejoice your royal heart to hear echoed back. 
from the multitude,. your wiſe maxims and witty: 
retorts? With what avidity would they ſmile at 
your good humoured Scotiiciſins, for in Irici/ms your 
Majeſty delighteth not? How would they chuckle 
over the chronicle. conundrums of their ſove- 
reign | 

But if the nation are hails condemned 
ta. main ignorant of the oral wit and wiſdom, 
of your Majeſty, at leaſt your Royal ſagacity, as 
it manifeſts itſelf in your actions, is abundantly 
conſpicuous. For you, Sir, hiſtory reſerves an. 
ample page. She will tranſmit, to the admiration. 
of the lateſt poſterity, your wonderful prudence- 
in reducing to a more manageable ſize, the un- 
wieldly domains. committed to your care. She 
will celebrate the magnanimity with which you 
threw away thirteen provinces, rather than ſub- 
mit to the Engliſhman-like- infolence of your 
American ſubjects, Who faucily petitioned to be 
governed like free men. She will extol with 
admiration, the heroic unconcern with which 
you ſent Britons to murder Britons in another 
world; the induſtry with which you ſolicited, at 

the, 


EN. 


the petty court of every couſin in Germany, re- 
mforcements of human cut-throats, to force the 


collar on our ſellow ſubjects in America. For 
your Majeſty well knew, that diſagreeable refor- 
mations are beſt begun at a diſtance, and that 
the gangrene of deſpotiſm muſt proceed n 
the extremities to the center. 

On this Machiavelian principle, no doubt, was 
modelled the bill which deprives of their birth- 
right, and ſubjects to the arbitary power of a. 
court of inquiſition, our countrymen in the. Eaſt. 


By this principle, no doubt, was animated that 
ſurpriſing change in the politics of this country, 
by which we adopt as our firſt friends, a nation 
hitherto conſidered as the political enemies of 


Great Britain. Thus far the councils of your 
Majeſty's miniſters, a ſet of men admirably cal- 


culated to carry on the buſineſs of reformation, 


have been conducted with prudence- Your” 
Majeſty, will give me leave, however, to expreſs» 
my ſurpriſe, that Far MIN OG. Genera ſhould. 


have been the fixſt-fruits-of this. French treaty of 


commerce. But it is not by any means the thing 
(for what can tend more directly to render the 
people poor and diſpirited, and of courſe eaſily 
ſabdued) it is not the thing-it{41f I ſay, but the 

name which appears to me objetionable: The: 
Engliſh have been long accuſtomed to hold in- 
abhorrence the very name of. Farmers-G2neral. - 
This prejudice will noc eaſily be eradicated. Had 
the thing been inveſted with ſome appellation leſs : 
adious; had it for inſtance been called Jong, as 
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an official Lord ſagely remarked, it might 


have been ſwallowed without ne by the un- 


ſuſpecting multitude. 
Such, as your Majeſty deeply verſed | in hiſtory. 
cannot but know, was the policy of the firſt Roman 


emperors. They concealed, under the cuſtomary 


titles of the republic, their tyrannic uſurpations, 
and left ſtanding the ſymbols of liberty, long after 


the ſubſtance-itſelf had ceaſed to exiſt, But your: 
Majeſty is directed, nodoubt, by thatinvisIBLE 
w1sboM which hath hitherto been your guide- 
in the government and-preſerwation of the king- 
doms and colonies committed to your care! 


Let us pray, however, the Almighty Diſpoſer- 
of all events, that, if the liberty. of this country. 
haſtens.to-an.end, at leaſt the facility with which- 


it was -opprefled, may not encourage future ty-- 


rants to ſcheme againſt the freedom of their peo- 
ple. No! rather if this fair. fabric of liberty. 
mult. fail at length to the. graund, in the midſt of. 


_ tempeſts-and: thunder and lightning, let it fall, 


and fearful commotions of the elements; let the 


noiſe of its ruin ſhake with affright the circumja- 


cent nations ; let a torrent of blood, running for 


ever red and perturbid in the hiſtoric page, chill 


in the boſom. of terrified tyrants the projects of 
deſpotiſm, and teach a late poſterity how liberty 


ſhould be-prized. But above all, if the Britiſh 


lion mutt yield at length to fate, oh! let his exit, 
however cruel, be void at leaſt of ignominy. 


Forbid it, gracious Heaven ! that he ſhould ex- 


pire 


G 


pife with. tenfold agony, . under the nus 
ſpurnings of an aſs. 


— — —_—_— 2 
KING's BIRTH DAY. 


HE eclat of this illuſtrious day had like to 
have been ſpoiled—not by the dangerous, 
and then ſuppoſed mortal illneſs of the Prince, 
for that's a matter of ſmall moment—but by a 
conſpiracy of the taylors, who, thinking at this- 


critical juncture to raiſe their wages, refuſed to 


work except their pay was augmented. In con- 
ſequence of this alarming affair, the three regi- 
ments of guards were unable to exhibit the ſplen- 
dor of their new regimentals. 

This affair occaſioned a great deal of confter- 
nation at St. James's. Jult as if our gracious ſo- 


vereign was not a great prince, the mightieſt mo- 


narch, as the Poet Laureat ſwears by his butt of 
ſack, that ever appeared on the face of the earth, 
but ſome contemptible button- maker, whoſe - 
whole importance. hangs on the — 8 end. of a 
taylor | 

An Ode compoſed for this glorious oecaſion, 
by the Rev. T. Warton, and ſet to muſic by 
T. Parſons, Eſq; Compoſer to his Majeſty, was 


performed in the great Council-Chamber. But 


what was the diſappointment of the Monarch, 
gaping for his annual portion of well-earned 
praiſe, to hear nothing reſound from the“ feſtal 
lyre”” but the names of Dryden, Chaueer, Spen- 
„., 


phiz Royal! 
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| fer, Greeks, Perſians, hobgoblings, and fairies. 


It is faid, that his Majeſty intends to treat the 
bard as Simonides was treated by a victor 
wreſtler, on a ſimilar oecaſion, that is to ſay, to 
refer him for the pa, ment of his annual ſtipend 
to Chaucer, Spenſer, and the Black Prince, 
whoſe praiſes he records. 

In the evening a grand ball was given at st. | 
James? 8. Lſhall leave, however, to the reader's 
imagination, the magnificence diſplayed in coach- 
es, ſedans, liveries, &c. 

Neither do 1 think it decent to handle the "i 
dies petticoats ſo familiarly as ſome of my peri- 
odical rivals have done. What is it to the 
won Lo how, or by whom, Lady Charlotte's, or 
Lady Betty's petticoats were trimmed ? Let us 
content ourſelves with hoping, that their lady- 
ſhips petticoats are well trimmed. If they ſtand. 
in need of any aſſiſtance in that way, let them. 
drop a line to the writer of this article, who 
ſerved his time at Tipperary to a man- milliner, 


and who will fly with enthuſiaſm, by day or by 


night, to give their. ladyſhips ſatisfaction.— 
N. B. He is a very good hand at fur-below ftitch- 


irg, though of late a little out of practice. 


In conſequence of the Prince's illneſs, the ball. 


was but thinly attended. The royal countenance- 


itſelf ſeemed overcaſt ; not that I would ſuppoſe 


that this cloud was ſuperinduced by a report, that 


the Prince of Wales was in a fair way of recovery. 
Far from me be ſuch malicious comments on the 


The 


„ 
The broad mirth of the day might however 
have been thinly ſhaded by the veil of decency, 
at leaſt ata time when the heir-apparent to theſe 
realms lay, as it was imagined, at the point of. 


death. What ſays the immaculate Machiavelian, 
Mr. Pitt ? 


Several parts of the City ad Weſtminſter | were- 


magnificently illuminated on this glorious occa- 
ſion. Was this operam & oleum perdere ? O ma- 
licious ſuggeſtion, from what infernal abyſs didſt 
thou exhale: he peilllential inſluenes on the 
mind! 

The guards were ſo officiouſſy attentive to the 
peace and ſafety of the citizens, as to plant them- 


ſelves to the very top of St. James's-ſtreet. 


Thoſe gentlemen would be very happy, no doubt, 
to take the whole metropolis under their protec- 
tion. But if the mayor and admin.ftration of the 


city do not enquire into this dangerous inroad on 


civil liberty; if they do not take vengeance for. 


the inſults, and even wounds which thoſe inſolent 


prætorians inflicted on ſeveral of the populace, 


they deſerve to be hiſſed and pointed at, as the 
complaiſant or imbecile betrayers of the civil 


rights and privileges committed to their care. 


Points + _——— * 4 * "IV" 5 * * 


LA BAGATELLE. 


E pick up with the greateſt avidity the 

| ſmalleſt annecdote, the moſt trifling ex- 
preſſion of Joſeph or the King of Pruſſia, while 
1 we. 


C787 
we criminally negle& to treaſure up the bon 
mots of our gracious ſovereign, which are in 


high repute on the Continent, on account of that 
attic falt with which they are ſeaſoned. It is 


faid, that neither hiſtory nor biography preſent 
any repartees ſo witty as thoſe of his Britannic Ma- 


jeſty, except, perhaps, the bon mots of Claudius 


the Roman .Emperor, between. whom and our 
gracious ſovereign connoiſieurs pretend to diſco- 
ver a great affinity of character. 

Le General du Chateauvieux was preſent one 
day at the levee, at St. James's. His Britannic 
Majeſty had the goodneſs to-aſk him ſome civil 
queſtions, and amongſt the reſt, how long lie 


had been in England? The General told him. 
How long did he mean to ſtay? Three months, 


replied the General. C bien pen, C' bien 


eu. That's a very little while, that's a very little 
white. Half a dozen times, in the courſe of haſt 


an hour, his Majeſty aſked the ſame queſtion, 
received the fame anſwer; and rejoined in the 
fame. manner, C' bien peu, C*eſt bien fea. 
Tired at length of repeating and hearing ſo often 
the ſame thing, Le General du Chateauvieux, 
when his Majeſty came again to aſk him how 
long he meant to ſtay in England, replied, 7: 
conte diy reſter pour toujours ; I mean to remain for 
ever. C'eſt bien peu, . C'eſt bien peu. That's a very 
little while, that's a very little while, rejoined his 
Majeſty. Ne | e 
A few days ago, a ridiculous accident happened 
in · the ſtreets. of Paris. An elegant young lady 


driving 


To ) 


driving furiouſly a very lofty phæton (which is 
now become quite the rage amongſt the high- 
mettied Pariſians) was ſuddenly hemmed in by 
two carriages that threatened to overſet her. 
Riſing up haſtily, in order to pull more vigorouſly 
the reins, one of thoſe cords on which at Paris the 


lamps are ſuſpended in the middle of the ſtreets, 


got entangled in her hair. The horſes ſet off 
full ſpeed; the lady, an object of mirth to the 
gathering mobility, hung dangling, like ill-fated 


Abſalom, in the air. I ſhould like, ſaid a bloody- 
minded Iriſhman, looking up as he paſſed under 


her, to play the part of Jud; and e his 
ſhelelah. 
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The Louſiad. Canto II. By Peter Pindar, Eſq. 


HE Bard commences his arduous under- 


taking (as every Bard of Grace ſhould do) 


by a pious invocation of the Nine Siſters. 
Nymphs of the ſacred fount, &c. 


And then again, 


Ye nymphs who fond of fun, full many a time, 
Mount on a jack-aſs many a child of rhyme, 
And make him think, aſtride his braying hack 
He moves ſublime on Pegaſus's back. 

Ye Muſes oft by brainleſs Poets ſought, 
To bid the ſtanza chime, and ſwell with thought, 
| Who 


{'7®) 
Who, whelping for oblivion, fain would fave 
Their whining puppies from the ſullen wave; 
Aſſiſt me 


Next he invokes the 


Great patron * of the double quilt 
That flays by thyme, and murders by a pill. 


God of thoſe gentlemen of gingling brains, 
Who, for their own amuſement print their ſtrains, + 
O aid, as lofty Homer ſays, my nous, 

To ſing fublime the Monarch and the Lou/e / 


He then proceeds to the more Cheiſtian-like| in- 
vocation of Conſcience. 


- ConsCIENCE WhO bidſt « our Monarch from 
| the nation, 
Send ſons to Gottingen for education, 
Since hapleſs Cam and 1818, loſt to knowledge, 
Are ideots to this Hanoverian college. 


Dear Attic Gottingen! to thee I bow, 

Of knowledge, O moſt wonderful milch cow 
From whom huge pails the royal boys ſhall MM g/ 
And give, we hope, a little to the 
Thro' hee, beſides the Knowledge they TY ww, | 
The lads ſhall get their board and lodgings cheap. 


Conscitnce! who to the wonder of his SRE, 
Bidd'ſt from his wonted ſtate a Prince retire, - 
And, like a ſubject, humbly ſeek the ſhade, 
That not a tradeſman might remain unpaid : 
An action that the ſoul of E xvy ſtings 
A deed unmention'd 1 in the book ofKincs. 

| Having 


E Apollo, 


{ 9 5 


Having finiſhed the invocation, the glorions 
Epic commences with 


Lo! Madam SwzLLExBERG,inclin'dtocr A1. 


Was wond'rous buſy o'er a plate of ham 2 


Soon as this woman heard the louſe's tale, 

At once ſhE turn'd, like walls of plaiſter, pale. 

But firſt the ham of WesTynaLy ſhe gobbled, - 

And then to ſeek the Loxv's ANOINTED, hob- 

bled. 

Him full of wrath, like peleus- ſon of yore, 
When Agamemnon took away his wh—, 

In all the bitterneſs of wrath ſhe found, 

T he queen and royal children ſtaring round. 


«OSwzLLY!” thus the maddenꝰd monarch roarꝰd 
Whilſt wing'd impatience wing'd the rapid word; 


The broken language that his mouth affords, 

Are heads and tails, andlegs and wings of words, 
That give imagination's laughing eye, 

A lively picture of a giblet Pye. 


«« O SwELLyY, SWELLY !” cryd the furious 
King, 


What! what a dirty, filthy, naſty thing? 


«c What s your opinion, he! ?” the monarch rav'd, 


Ves yes, the cooks ſhall every one be ſhav'd. 


To whom the dame, with elevated chin, 
Wide ſtaring eyes, and broad contemptuous grin : 
Yes, ſure as dat my ſoul is to be ſav'd, 
So ſure de dirty raſcals ſal be ſhav'd;,— 
Shav'd to de quick be ev'ry moder's fon ,- 
And curſe me if I do not ſee it done: 
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De barbers ſoon der naſty locks ſal fall on, 
Nor leave one ſtanding for a louſe to crawl on. 


Or elſe to Strelitz let me quickly fly, 

Dat dunghill, dat poor pig-houſe to de eye, 

V here from his own mock trone de prince ſo great 
Lan; jomp into anoder prince eſtate.” — 


60 Thanks, PF thanks, thanks, thanks,” 
the King replied. 


* 


« Yes, yes, if I am maſter of this houſe, 
*« Yes, yes, the locks ſhall fall, and then the louſe.“ 


He ſpoke, — and to confirm the dreadful doom, 
His head he ſhook, [ohh re, reader, its pondergſity] 
that ſhook the dining room. 
Thus Jove of old, &. 


Let us now follow the poet, to take a poup at 
what the cooks were doing: 


In that ſnug room, like thoſe immortal 88 
Of whom, in book the thirteenth, Ovid ſpeaks, 
3 Around the table, all with ſulky looks, 
5 Like culprits doom'd to Tyburn, ſat the cooks ; 
| At length with phiz that ſpoke the man of woes, 
The ſorrowing king of ſpits and ſtew-pans roſe ; 
Like Paul at Athens, very juſtly fainted, | 
And by the charming bruſh of Raphael painted, 
With out-ſtretch'd hands, and energetic grace, 
He fearleſs thus harangues the ROASTING RACE, , 
Whilſt gaping round, in mute attention ſit, 
The poor forlorn diſciples of the ſpit. 
„Cooks, ſcullions, hear me, ev'ry mother's ſon.“ 


They , 


($1. Py 

They determine at length to preſent a petifion 
to the King. 

7 Behold! to remedy our ſad did,” 
The Mayor cry'd, “I've cook'd up a petition:“ 
Then jumping on a barrel, thus aloud . 

He read ſonorous to the gaping crowd. 


The petition of the cooks, in which is plainly 
ſhown the danger of quarrelling with cooks. 
My liege, a univerſe hath been your foes : 
Fhe times have look*'d moſt miſerably black, 
America hath ry d to pull your noſe, 


s* 


The Dutch and Spaniards wed to bang your 


back. 
Twou'd be a ſerious matter, we can tell ye, 
Were ave to buccaneer it on your belly... 


They then enumerate their auxiliary forces; 


conſiſting of Mrs. Mary, fweeper- general, Mrs. 
Loman, bell- ringer, Ann Spencer, guardian of | 


the neceſſary, &c. &c. 


They declare, in fine, in the coneluding "aa N 
their firm. reſolution not to abmit their n ta 


the ſhaver. 


E King, our wives are in be küchen roaring, - 
All ready in rebellion, ready now to riſe, 
They mock our humble method of imploring, 
And bid us guard againſt a wig-furprize : _ 
« Your's is the hair, 1 cry, the mighty gue 
8 
« And not a King in Chriſtendom Houle ſhave 


ye. »y 


H 2 INE | Lo! 
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Lo! on the event the world i impatient looks, 
And thinks the joke is carried much too far 
Then pray, Sir, liſten to your faithful cooks, 
Nor in the palace breed a civil war: 
Lowd rear bur band, and obſtinate as pigs, 
Cry, Locks and Liberty, and damn the wigs.” 
Such is the ſkeleton of the 2d Canto of the ce- 
lebrated Louſiad, a poem abounding in laughable 
images and od. Ws whim. 
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ACCOUNT OF THE NATIVES OF JOANNA, AN ISLAND. 


IN THE AFRICAN SEA, 


fExtrabled. from the Material of Work intended for the Prof p 


HE. natives of this bend are of two kinds. 
'F The firſt, and by far the moſt numerous . 
arty, are the Aborigines, who are blacks of the 
ak ſpecies of man with the Abyflinians. The 

ather are the deſcendants of Arabian ſettlers, a 
white people, but exceedingly tanned by the fun, 
and ſomewhat maculated, by intermixture with 
the original Joannamen. | 
Different as their origin, are W reſpeſtive 
manners and cuſtoms. The. latter are cloathed 
in the Arabian manner, and mhabit convenient 
houſes, built of ſtone or baked clay, and plaiſtered 
with chinaum, or Kind of ſtueco, not much infe- 
rior to marble itſelf in beauty or durability. 
Their habitations are ſurtouiided by high walls, 
| 2 — ie 
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to guard their women, of whom they are extremely 


jealous, from the wanderings of deſire, and from 
the wa aton eye of curioſity. They have ſervants 
and flaves, and property in abundance ; they 
apply to letters, at leaft fo far as to read and write 
the Arabic tongue ; they have ſome knowledge 
of the mechanic arts, and of commerce, however 
circumſcribed ; and in ſhort, are mancipated to 
thoſe anxious and operoſe modes of life, which 
conſtitute a people civilized, The Aborigines, 
on the contrary, are naked ſavages, diſperſed in 


frequent but ſmall ſocieties, through the woods, 
ignorant of arts, of jealouſy, of ambition; happy, 


_ careleſs, content with the bounty of Nature, be- 
yond whoſe ſimple wants, their wiſhes have not 
as yet been taught to expatiate. 

Paganiſm is ſtill the prevailing religion of the 
primitive inhabitants. The moſt celebrated ob- 
ject of their devotion at preſent, are a. few ducks; 


which a traveller, as it is reported, having left to 


propagate for the benefit of ſtrangers, the won- 
dering Joannamen welcomed with divine honours; 


Struck, no doubt, by the novelty of their appear- 
ance, and readily reſolving their unknown origin, 
with the facility of ſavages who abhor the fatigue 


of reaſoning and ſlow conjecture, no leſs than they 
denght in bold flights. of imagination, into the 


pleaſing fable of an immediate miſſion from the 


gods. 
Quantum religio potuit ſuadere malorum ! 
What mighty ills from ſuperſtition flow 


Methinks! hear ſome turtle · ſtuffed ſon of Apicius 
| . 


— ers — .——————— 
- K 8 . Re 


— 


— * —— 2 P — - 4 — — 
— — : 2 2 — 5 Þ 
—_ 1 DAD reg WII > 5 A OV — 7“... r 


(4 84 +) 


exclaim, whoſe groſs and material conception can 
form no idea of the ſentimental feaſts, which the 
ſavage derives from a mind feelingly alive to the 
wonders of Nature; whoſe lively gratitude wor- 
ſhips, with joyous veneration, every object that 
contributes, by its utility, to his welfare, or 
ſoothes by its beauty, or by its grandeur elevates 
the ſoul. 
Several gentlemen of the fleet had the curioſity 
to pay a viſit. to the ſacre:! ſeat of theſe divinities, 
about fifteen miles up the country. At the top 
of a ſteep hill they were met by the prieſt, by 
whoſe in{trutjon they laid afide every warlike 
weapon, and throwing themſelves three times 
proſtrate on the earth, kiſſed the conſecrated 
ground three times. After this preliminary, they 
deſcended to the margin of a fine lake, in the cen- 
ter of which was a ſmall iſland, the enchanted 
abode of the deified ducks. ' Here the holy guide 
made a ſignal, and the gods, obedient to the 
charm, approached him, and perched with flut- 
tering ſondneſs on his head and ſhoulders. f 
He then made them a long oration, the purport 
of which, as he informed the gentlemen, was, 
that the perſons who came to conſult their ſacred 
oracle, were Engliſhmen ; that! Engliſhman, Joan- 
nama:, were all one brother; that they were 
bound to the Eaſt Indies, to fight the French, the 
Dutch, and Hyder Ali; and that they begged to g 
know if their paſſage would be proſperous, and 
whether they ſhould prove victorious over the 
French, Hyder Ali, and the Dutch. To theſe 
queries 


f 


queries the dacl-deities delivered a propitious ; 
reſponſe, and after pecking, in a. very friendly 


manner, a few crumbs from the hands of their 


foreign viſitants, diſmiſſed them with the molt fa- 


vourable omens. 


Theſe deities are by no means unprofitable to 


their prieſt, the organ of their reſponſes, who 
lives in ruſtic luxury on the offerings of ſuch of 


the credulous countrymen, who come to learn 
the fate of their ſtrayed cattle, or to conſult the 


oracle on matters no leſs important. And indeed 
fo high is the opinion generally entertained of 
the ſupernatural powers of the conſecrated ducks, 
that even the jealous monozheift Muſſulman can- 
not always reſiſt the temptation of profiting.by 
their preſcience ; but like ill fated Saul, is ſome- 
times betrayed into a * trial of Gabolical ſa- 
gacity. 

The Muſſulman de which is profeſſed by 


the Arabian race of Joannamen, and a numerous 


claſs of indigenous proſelytes, wears at Joanna a 
milder and more tolerant aſpe& than in any other 
country addicted to the doctrines of Mahomet. 
They gave us leave to enter into their meſgids, or 
_ moſques, on condition of taking off our ſhoes, a 

freedom which the faithful allow to infidels in no 
other part of the Muſſulman world. If we talked 


'to 


| „Let no man ſneer at the poor Joannaman's duck-deities. | 
They are a very harmleſs kind of gods. I never heard the 
words jealous or vengeful, or any other angry epithet, added 


io their name; and certainly, their worſhip is much cheaper, 


and not a bit more ridiculous, than the poor-grinding worſhip 


ot the vache-cheval, till prevalent i ia Europe, 
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to chem about religion, they generally replied. 
«your relig on is very good for England; our's is 
very well for Joanna. This liberality-of ſenti- 
ment, however, ſo contrary to the inflexible na- 
ture of faith, and to the jealous infallibility of 
_ * revealed religion, is, I ſuſpet, only a Jdamnabie 
'relick of good-natured paganiſm in the common 
people; for however uſual ſuch expreſſions were 
in the mouths of the vulgar and illiterate, feyeral 
of thoſe of better education were as intolerant bi- 
gots as ever bowed beneath the yoke of fuperſtition. 
i Converſing one day with a Joannaman, who- 
ſtill called himſelf Captain of the Prince of 
Wales's Guard, I chanced to aſk him, with in- 
eonſiderate levity, whether he did not worſhip 
-Mahomet ? The Muſſulman took fire at the 
queſtion, and replied, with much warmth, that 
he worſhippe no mortal ! that God only was 
the object of his adoration ; that eternal, fimple, 
indiviſible God, who had no father, mother, nor 
Fon, as the Chriſtians fooliſhly imagined. I 
"aſked him, whether he thought the Chriſtians 
would be puniſhed in the next world, for theſe 
irreverent opinions of the Deity which he ſup- 
poſed them to entertain? He replied very coolly, 
he believed they would be damned. How, ſaid I, 
ean you really be ſo cruel and unfeeling as to ſend. 
us to hell fire and everlaſting torments, for a mere 
difference in opinion ? Did we ever invade your 
property, maltreat your perſons, or violate the 
ſacred rights of your haram ? Do we not, on the 
contrary, conduct ourſelves towards you with a 


($7 5) 


ſcrupulous regard to the ſtricteſt rules of provity 


and decorum ? All that, replied the Muflulman, 
in a mild accent and nodding aſſent, is very well; 


but added, with a ſhake of the head, and in a 


tone of voice the moſt expreſſive of abhorrence, 
You eata de pork, ard you drinka de rum: 

To eat pork, and to drink rum, may be re- 
garded by a Chriſtian as actions the moſt harm- 
jeſs and indifferent; but then let us remember, 
that the things of godlineſs are not to be com- 


prehended by the weak intellects of man; ; for can 
aught, for example, be more innocent and in- 


conſequential, than to eat an apple, and yet by 
eating an apple, have not our firſt parents de- 
volved on their lateſt poſterity, the dreadful 
curſe of ſin, and conſequent damnation ? Pious 
ſectaries of Moſes and Mahomet, continue to ad- 


mire, in unſhaken belief of the divine miſſion of 
your reſpective prophets, the wonderous decrees 
of Heaven, which hath been pleaſed to exerciſe 


our faith by confounding our underftanding ! = 
The true faith was introduced to this iſland 
about 500 years ago, according to their account, 


by an Arabian apoſtle. If this be true, it muſt 


furniſh matter of ſurprize, that paganiſm ſhould 
ſtill continue the moſt univerſal mode of wor- 


ſhip, when we reflect on the fervent and conta- 


gious ſpirit of fanaticiſm; and when we remem- 


der with what facility the ſimple worſhip of Na- 
ture has been ſubverted by the 6 diſci- 


Plined votaries of faith. 


OG 


{To be continued. 1 
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AN TYRREEGULAR ODE. 


ALAS! and muſt I then depart ? 

And can this true, this tender heart, 
Survive a blow fo fell? | 

Ah! may the ſtruggle rend my heart 


Ah! may my trembling ſoul depart, | 


In the falt'ring, faint farewel. 


Soon alas ſoon muſt I leave thee; 


Soon theſe unrivall'd charms reſign, 


Far, far from thee, by cruel fate condemn'd, 


Forlorn wretch to pine. 


By fate, imperious fate conſtrain dy 


F quit thy fond embrace; 


No more perhaps thy darling ſwain 
Shall thus his lov'd Eliza ſtrain, 


No more her beauties trace. 


No more from this vermillion lip, | | 


| Love's voluptuous juice I fip ; 
Nor livelieit image of the blifs, 


The melting, moiſt, impaſſion'd ki, 


On thy mellow mouth impreſs. 


i No-more careſſing and careſs'd, 
I-claſh this lovely round 


By Cytherean magic bound 5h 7 


Nor on this boſom funk . bleſt. 


Relent- 


{( 8g ) 


Relentleſs deſtiny demands me, 
Honour drags me from thine arms, 
From the gentle ſtrife of love, 

To ſanguine deeds and rude alarms. 


Thus as the Mantuan muſes tell, 

Their bliſs-revolving ſeaſon paſt, _ 

Th' Elyſian ſhades conftrain'd to bid farewel 
To ſcenes of joy and fields of Aſphodele, 
Condemn'd again to bear the glare of day, 
To ſoil th* zthereal ſpark in clay, 

Aghaſt th* unwelcome ſummons hear; 
And ſad and flow they quit the bliſsful frat, 
And yield unwilling to the voice of fate. 


Yet ere they gain the mortal ſtrand, 

By pitying deſtiny's command, 

Her dulcet draught oblivion propines, 

They drink —and ſtrait th' inebriate ſoul 
reſigns 

Of bliſs for ever fled each faded trace. 


For me alas! no Lethe flows, 
No potion powerful to efface, 
The bitter thought of unreturning bliſs, 
Nor balm to ſoothe my woes, 

I dare expect to find. 


* Blas omnes, ubi mille rotam volvere per annos, 
Lethœum ad fluvium deus avocat agmine magno: 
Scilicit immemoros ſupera ut convexa reviſant, 
Nur ſus & incipiant in CeFpora velle reverti. 
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But ſtill to taſteleſs life and little cares con- 
ſign'd, 
To rapture paſt reverts my wretched mind; 
And 'midſt the pangs of abſence toſs' d, 
On joys elaps'd I' think, and all Elyſium loſt. 
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HUMOROUS ACCOUNT OF THE RECEPTION WHICH CHAR= 

 LEMAGNE AND HIS TWELVE PEERS MET WITH AT 
-THE COURT OF HUGO, EMPEROR OF CONSTAN TINO= 
PLE» 


* — a 


N choir return from the. holy ſepulchre, 
Charlemagne, with his twelve pcers, paſſed 
-on their way home, through the capital of the 


Greek empire. The emperor Hugo received 


them with royal hoſpitality. He invited them to 
a niagnificent banquet, at which were.preſent the 
queen his ſpouſe, his fons Henry and Tiberius, 
and the fair Saqueline his daughter, together 
with a brilliant aſſembly of the Greek nobles, of 
both ſexes. After the company broke up, the 
emperor himſelf conducted his gueſts to a ſuperb 
hall appointed for their repoſe. In the midſt of 
this apartment was a magnificent bed, deſtined 
for Charlemagne, and round it, at equal diſtances, 
twelve others for his peers. 
Undreſſed and abed, Charlemagne finding him- 
ſelf in a good humour, propoſed to his peers to 
paſs the aur of fun, before they went to ſleep ; 
and in order to put them in train, he began him- 
ſelf the firſt. This the antient French romance, 


from which this ſtory is extracted, calls gaber, or 


to 


(91 ) 
to brags The thirteen gabs were ſo many gaſed- 
nades. | 

Charlemagne boaſted, that with one 3 
Handed blow of Foyous, his good ſword, he could 
cut clean through the middle a man clad in com- 
plete armour of the fineſt ſteel. Roland, that 
with one blaſt of his horn he would cauſe to tum- 


| ble down fifty toiſes of the palace wall. Oger, 


that by pulling with his little finger, a ſtring 
which he ſhould tie to the great pillar in the mid- 
dle ef the hall, he would overthrow that and the 
whole edifice together. 
The other gabs, much in the ſame firain of gaſ- 
conade; I paſs over, in order to come to that of 
Olivier, This young lord, of amorous complex- 
ion, enchanted by the charms of the fair Jaque- _ 
line, declared loudly, that were ſhe by his ſide, the 
night ſhould not paſs away before ſhe had fifteen 
times experienced in his arms the warmeſt proofs 
of his affection. Having finiſhed their ga, the 
gaſconading party fell aſleep, . ſatisfied with 
their ideal proweſs. 

Their repoſe perhaps would not -have been ſo 

ſound, had they been aware of the conſequence. 
A man. concealed in the cavity of the great pillar, 
which, as I obſerved, ſtood in che middle of the 
room, overheard their diſcourſe. The emperor, 
curious to know their private converſation, had 
placed him there before they retired to reſt. The 
ſpy, provided with all the neceflary keys, took the 
opportunity of their being plunged in.a profound 
Jeep, to ſteal out without noiſe. He repaired in- 
1 0 8 1 ſtantly 
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ſtantly to the emperor, who waited for him-with 
impatience. Enraged at their narrated inſo ence, 
the king ſwore they ſhould execute, to the very 
letter, whatever they had boaſted themſelves able 

to perform, or that he would hang them up with- 
out mercy. 8 | | 
Next morning early, an.herald. came, .and de- 
livered this order. Charlemagne, at firſt, did 
every thing that lay in his power to make up the 
buſineſs, repreſenting that what they had ſaid was 
only in mere play; but ſtill, they replied dryly, 
the brags muſt be accompliſhed, for ſuch is the 
king's pleafure. Fired at length with indigna- 
tion, at their treating his excuſes with fo little 
reſpect, very well, replied Charlemagne, your 
maſter ſhall be ſatisfied. Whatever firmneſs he 
might have affected in diſmiſting the herald, he 
was nevertheleſs at bottom extremely embar- 
raſſed, not being able to imagine how he and his 
peers ſhould get rid of ſo diſagreeable a ſcrape. 
It was his cuſtom, on all extraordinary occa- 
ions, to have recourſe to Qmnipotence. He 
failed not to implore, on this occaſion,-the aſſiſt- 
ance of Heaven. Having retired to his chamber, 
he began to pray fervently, with the tears in his 
eyes. The Angel Gabriel, deputed to conſole 
him, promiſes him, in the name of the Lord, that 
all the &rags ſhould be accompliſhed, but cauti- 
oned him to beware of boaſting fo extravagantly 
in future. A few moments after the Angel had 
taken bis flight, came in perſon, followed by his 
principal officers, the emperor himſelf, hardened 
as 


„ 


as Phafoah, and ſummoned him and his twel-e | 
peers to perform inſtantly, on pain of hanging in- 


caſe of failure, the marvellous things of which 


they had boaſted themſelves capable. I an 
ready, replied Charlemagne; and I, anſweret ' 


every one in his- turn, Naymes, Roland, Oger, 


Richard the fearleſs, and the reſt. Olivier; above 


all, gay and merry as a grig, requeſted that the 
fair Jaqueline ſhould be brought to him without 
delay; ready to undergo the penalty in caſe he 
failed within the time limited to make good is 
boaſt. The virgin ſhall be given you this even- 


ing, fajd king Hugo, and to-morrow we ſhall 
know from her whether you are able to count as 


far as fifteen. - Meanwhile, added he, in expee- 


tation of your exploits, let us-ſee what your maſ- . 
ter and comrades can perform. You, Charle- 


magne, begin; that honour belongs to you. 
Charlemagne, confiding in the angelic pro- 
miſes, made his truſty ſword Foyous whiſtle round 


Nis head, and with a ſingle blow cut through the 
middle, as eaſily as if it had been a turnip, a man 
who was placed before him; clad in complete ar- 
mour of fine ſteel. Heaven would have been 
_ equally. faithful to Naymes, to Roland, to Oger, 


toEmeri, to Bernard, to the archbiſhop Turpin, 


to Rickard, to Berenger, to Garin, to Gerard de 
Mondidier, and to Ganelon, if the facility with 


which Charlemagne executed his boaſt had not 
made the emperor afraid that the reſt would ac- 
compliſh their brags in the ſame manner. Hap- 
pily for his daughter, he had not fo good an opi- 

| 12 nion 


= 

nion of Olivier, whoſe enterprize appearing more 
difficult than any of the others, he permitted him 
the proof, in order that the raſh youth, failing in 
the attempt, might pay with his life for all the 
reſt. The appointed hour being come, the fair 
Jaqueline, previouſly bound by an oath, to declare 
on the next morning the truth, and nothing but 
the truth, was laid in a magnificent bed. Olivier. 
did not let the fair-lady languiſh for. his arrival. 
The princeſs demanded firſt of all the bridal 
troth. He gave it willingly, and grateful for the 
honour done him, promited her to return, in leſs. 
than ten hours, fifteen ſolid acts of thankſgiving. 
And indeed one might have ſuppofed, that with 
the aſſiſtance of Omnipotence, he could not fail 
of going as far as fifteen, and even farther. Ne- 
vertheleſs, the ſincere chronicle relates of the va- 
liant knight, that having puſhed on as far as 
twelve, his enfeebled limbs began to double un- 
der him, and that unable farther to proceed, he 
prayed the fair Jaqueline to permit him a little 
repoſe. In fine, after he awoke, his utmoſt ef- 
forts could carry him no farther than thirteen. 
He aſked quarter for the reſt, and petitioned the 
noble princeſs to add two more to his account, 
when the king ſhould come in the morning to 
_ enquire after the labours of the night. The cha- 
ritable Jaqueline granted his petition, and was. 
true to her promiſe.” Thus the pity of the prin- 
ceſs ſaved him from the fatal conſequence of an ex- 
trauagant boaſt, which his own excellent natural 
abilities, 


("3 


abilities, enforced by the aid of Omnipotence it-- 
-felf, could not enable him to accompliſh, though 
'that aid was announced by an angel, who was . 


wont to impregnate maidens uncomprefled, and 


who cauſed, by the word alone, immaculate vir- 


ns to bring forth! : 


—— 


2 


— — — 


i PROCEEDINGS. 


[We do not mean in our conciſe but compreberſs ve account of par- 


liamentary proceedings to narrate any debates but juch as refer y 


to objects of national importance. Our political annals will 


exhibit to the intelligent Reader, in a ſtile clear tho? laconic, the 
ſucceſſive movements by which the Conſtitution of this Country 


werges towards Deſpotiſm, or reverts to Independence.) 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS.. 
May 21. 

Mr. Sheridan begged leave to ak a peti- 
tion from the inhabitants of Glaſgow, praying a 
reform 1n the royal boroughs. Similar petitions 
from other places were preſented by Lord Mait- 
land, and other.members. Deferred the further 
conſideration of the buſineſs till next ſeſſion. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 
oY May 14. 


1 


H4s MAJESTY'S SPEECH: ON THE DISSOLUTION OF 
PARLIAMENT, ; 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
I cannot cloſe this ſeſſion of parliament with- 
out expreſſing my entire approbatiqn of the zeal 
and 
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(96 UB. 
and afRduity with which you have applied your - 


ſelves to the important objects which I recom- 


mended to your attention, and at the ſame time 
returning you my particular thanks for the proofs 
which you have given of your affection for me, 
and for my family and government. 

The aſſurances which I receive from foreign 
powers of their good diſpoſition to this country, 


and the continuance. of the general tranquillity. 


of Europe, afford me great ſatisfaction; but diſ- 
ſentions unhappily prevail among the States of 
the United Provinces, which, as a friend and 
well-wiſher to the Republic, I cannot lee without. 
the moſt real concern. 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
The chearfulneſs with which you have granted | 


the neceſſary ſupplies, and the ample manner in 


which you have provided. for the ſeveral eſtabliſh» 


ments, demand my ſincereſt thanks, 


1 ſee, with particular. ſatisfaction, that you. 
have at the. ſame time been able to. furniſh the 


ſum annually appropriated to the reduction of the 


national debt, without impoſing any new burdens 
on my people. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I refle& with peculiar pleaſure on the meaſures. 
which you have taken for enabling me to carry 
iato effect the treaty of navigation and commerce 
with the moſt Chriſtian king, and for facilitating 
the collection, and ſimplifying the accounts of the 
various branches of the revenue, which I truſt 

will 


4 9% F. 
will be productive of the moſt. beneficial effects. 


And I rely upon your uſing your beſt endeavours 


in your ſeveral counties, to carry into effect the 


meaſures which have been taken for the preven- 
tion of illicit trade, and to promote good order 


and induſtry among every claſs of my ſubjects. 


Then the Lord. Chancellor, by his Majeſty's $-- 


| command, ſaid, 
My Lords and. Gentlemen, 


It is his Majeſty's royal will and pleaſure, that 
this parliament be prorogued to Tueſday, the 


thirty-firſt day of July next, to be then here 


holden ; and this parliament is accordingly pro- 
rogued to 'Tueſday, the NONE ION ay: of- July 


next, 


N K W 38. ; 
FROM the Hague we hear, that a requeſt has 
been propoſed to the States of Holland, of a very. 


9 


ſerious nature, the principal article of which is, 


To ſuſpend the Stadtholder from his offices, 


and that of admiral- general, and to deprive him 
of his revenue !?? This was propoſed in council. 


the 25th of May. 


Extract of a letter from Sienna, i in Tufeany, dated 


May 2. 


Reformation in religion goes on faſt. Now- 


| 2 ſynod of all the Tuſcan biſhops is ſitting at 


Florence, to the great ſorrow of the Court of 


Rome. Oa the laſt day of April, all girls educat- 
35 


} 
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f 
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( 98 ) 
ed in convents were ſent home by ſovereign or-- 
der, and henceforward no nun can profeſs till the 
age of thirty. The grand duke has aboliſhed all 
court etiquette, ſuch as kneeling; * hands, 
&c. 99 | 

Extract of a letter from Livorne, May 5: 

46 By a Ragulſian veſſel from Algiers, we are 
informed, that within the ſpace of twenty days in 
the courſe of laſt month, upwards of 4,000 peo- 
ple have. been carried off by the plague; and that 
when they left that place, upwards of zoo per- 
ſons died daily. Notwithſtanding this mortality, 
the corſairs of this regency have commenced.their 
courſes, and have already taken three Neapolitan 
veſſels. The Neapolitan commiſſary repaired im- 
mediately to the Dey, and complained againſt 
this infraction of the truce which had been con- 
cluded, and which did not expire before the end 
of this month. The Dey replied, that that ſhort 
ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities, regarded only the Neapg- 
litan men of war !”? 

By letters from Vienna, of the 12th of May, 
we. learn, that there. is at preſent at the court of 
Conſtantinople a negociation on foot, relative to 
the projects of the empreſs of Ruſſia. . The court 
of France takes a decided part in this negociation, 
and Mr. de Bulgakow, the Ruſſian ambaſlador 
at the Porte, has of late-prodigiouſly lowered his 
tone. The empreſs diſcovers every day more and 
greater obſtacles to the plan of her aggrandize- 
ment than ſhe at firſt imagined. 
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CATALOGUE or NEW PUBLICATIONS. 
BOOKS AND PAMPHLET $ 


YELECT Odes from the Perſian Poet, Hafez, tranſlated 
into Engliſn verſe, with notes critical and explanatory. 
By John Nott. Price 108. 6d. ſewed. Cadell. 

Memoirs of the late Pious and Reverend Gabriel D'Anville, 
V. D. M. Including ſeveral anecdotes of ſome of the moſt 
eclebrated Preachers in the metropolis. With a concluding 
Addreſs to the junior clergy, and more efpecially to the ſtu- 
_ dents of Oxford and Cambridge. 2 vols. $vo. 5s. Bew. 

Anticipation of the Speeches intended to be ſpoken in the 
Houſe of Commons, upon the Motiou of Alderman Newn- 
ham, relative to the affairs of the Prince of Wales. 28. 
Kcarſley, in Fleet-ſtreet. 


The Antiquities of Southwell, being an hiſtorical account 
of that place from the time of the Romans, when it was their 
famous ſtation at Pontem, to the preſent day, illuſtrated by- 
fifteen engravings. By W. Dickinſon Raſtall, A. M. Fellove 


of Jeſus College, Cambridge. - 21. 28. Debrett. 

A Syſtemof Naval Matliematics ; or Practical Rules of the 
Art of Navigation, wherein is a new and improved method-of 
working the lunar obſervations, and alſo the double altitudes, 
independent of Mr, Downes's new invented tables. By Je 
Betteſworth. 88s. Le Keux, 

The Attorney's.V ade Mecum, or Client's Inſtructor, treat- 
ing of actions (ſuch as are now in uſe) of proſecuting and de- 


fending them; of the pleadings and law ; alſo of hue and 


cry. The ſubjects arranged in a clear perſpicuous manner. 


To the ſecond volume is added, an Appendix, containing a | 


few precedents, being copies of complete records. By John 


Morgan, Eſq; of the Inner Temple, Barriſter at Law. 2 


vols. 8 vo. 128. Cadell. 


An Hiſtorical Relation of the Origin, Progreſs, and final 
Diſſolution of the Rohilla Afgans, in the Northern Provinces. . 


of Indoſtan ; compiled from a Perſian manuſcript and other 


or xiginal papers. By Charles Hamilton, Eſq. $s- Debrett. 


Trial 
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Trial at large of A. R. Bowes, Eſq; Edward Lucas, Frin-- 
as Peacock, Mark Prevot, Charles Chapman, William Pegg, - 
John Bickley, Henry Burne, and Thomas Bowes; all which 
were found guilty of a conſpiracy againſt the Counteſs of 
Strathmore, in unlawfully conſpiring together, &c. Taken 
in ſhort hand by J. Johnſon, Eſq; of the TT 18. 
Randall. 

The Second Canto of the Louſiad, an Wenne ie Poem. 
With an engraving by an eminent artiſt, By Peter FM; 
Eſq. 28. 6d. Kearſſey. 

Obſervations upon the new Opinions of John W in 
his late Treatiſe on the Venereal Diſeaſe, treating an chan- 
cre, bubo, ard lues venerea z alſo, a full inveſtigation of ſome 
recent and ſerious caſes of lues venerea, conveyed by tranf- 
plantation of teeth. Part III. By Jeſſe Foot, Surgeon. 38. 
MU s. 1 c. 

Symphony for the Harpſichord, with Aecompaniments 
for a Violin and Violincello- By J. F. Sterkel. N 
35. Longman and Broderip. 

Quartetto, arranged for the Harpfi nl By 28 ce 
Pleyel. 38. 6d. Longman and Broderip. 

No. I. of three. Quartettos. By ditto, dedicated to the 
. King of Pruſſia. 78. 6d. Longman and Broderip. 

A Select collection of elegant French Airs, arranged 
for two German Flutes. By 8 Cambine. 78. 6d. 
Longman and Broderip. | 

Six Trios for two Flutes RY a Baſs. By Devienne. 
Op. 19. 78. 6d. Longman and Broderip, | 

No. I. and II. of a grand Orcheſtra Symphony. By 
Muxeo Clementi. Op.. 18. 45. each. Longmen and 
Broderip. | 

Haydn's eaſy Pieces for the Piano Forte or Harphichond, | 

p- 44+ 35s. Longman and- Broderip. 

| PRINTS. 

A Convention of the Not-Ables, Fores. 
* Treaty of me, or new Coalition, - Foresv 
A Jud gg” 


( 101 . 


A Judge and Old Woman. Fores. 5 | 
La Fler, “ In leſs than five minutes, had pulled out his | 
fife, and leading off the dance himſelf, ſ-t the Fille de Cham 
bre, &c. a dancing.“ From drawings by Mr, Harding, and | 
engrav ed by Mr. Bartolozzi. W. Palmer. 4 
The Sword, „ The moment he got it he drew it almoſt | 
out ot the ſcabbard ;— twas the ſhining face of a friend he 
had once given up. From drawings by Mr, Harding, and 
engraved by Mr. Partolozzi, We. Palmer. 
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FOREiGN BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS, 


Hiſtoire de la derniere Guerre entre la Grand Bretagne & 
les Etats Unis de ! Amerigue, la France, PEipagne, & la 
Hollande. A Paris. | 
5 La Vrai Maniere d'apprendre une Langue quelconque, vi- 
* vante ou Morte, A Paris, 5 
1 Modcles du Clerge, ou Vies edeficantes de M. M. Jean 
Auguſtin, Auteur des trois Heroines Chretienes, 

Les Parifiennss, ou 40 caracters generaux pris dans les 
mœurs actuelles, propres a ſervira Vinitruction des perſonnes 
du ſexe, tires des Memoires du Nouveau Lycce des Mcoeurs, 
4 vol. en 12, avec Figures. A Paris. 

Roland Furieux, Poeme Heroic de l' Arieſte, nouvelle 
traduction litterale & fidele, avec le texte Italien a cote de 
chagne ſtanzee, o vols. in 18, en Blanc. 30 liv. Broch. 32 
liv. rel. 36 liv. Paris. | | | 

Voyages Imaginaires Romaneſques, Merveilleux, Alle- 

goriques, Amuſans, Comiques & Critiques; ſuivis des ſonges 

& viſions, & des Romans cabaliſtiques ornés des Figures. 

1ſt livr2iſon, 2 vols. contenant le Solitaire Anglois & V'Hil- 

toi:e des Severambes. Prix 3 liv. 12 f. le vol. broch. avec 
deux planches. | 

Le Vieux Baron Anglois, ou les Revenans Venges, Hiſtoire 

Cothique, imitu de PAnglois de Mrs. Clara Reeve, par, 

M. D. L. P. 1 vol. en 12, prix 2 live 8 f, broch. A Am- 

fterdam & Paris. | | 


Hiſtoire 
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Hiſtoire d'Elizabeth, Reine d' Angleterre, tire des Ecrits 
Originaux Anglois, d' Actes, Titres, Lethes, & Autre Pieces 
Manuſcrites qui nont ꝓas encore paru; par M. de Keralio, 
de l' Academie. d' Arras. Tome 3, in 8vo. A Paris. 

Collection Univerſelle des Memoires particulicrs relatiſs. a 
Hiſtoire de France. Tom. 27 in $vo. A Paris. 

Supplement a la Quinzaine Angloiſe, ou Memoires de M. 
De Province. A Londres & a Paris. | 
Lable Deſtinee a abreg-r pour les Cement Fetude des 
langues Francoiſe & Angloiſe; par le S. le Conte, Profeſſeur 
de ces deux langues: 4 liv. 10 ſ. A Paris. 

Voyage de Provence, contenant tout ce qui peut donner 
une idee del Etat ancien & moderne des villes, les Curioſites, 
&c. Par M. l' Abbe Papon. Nouvelle edition. 2 vol. en 12. 
prix. 6 liv. rel. & 5 liv. broch. A Paris. 

| PRINTS. | 

Adam & Eve, eſtampe d' apres le Tableau original de Carlo 
Cignani, gravee par Maſſard, Graveur du Roi, en ſon Acade- 
mie Royale de Peinture & Sculpture. A Paris. 

La Chemiſe Enlevee, eſtampe faiſant pendant l' Amour Cha- 
tie par ſa Mere, gravee par Maſſard, TOC M. Fragonard, | 
Peintre du Roi. 

Les Figures des Metamorphoſes d' O vide, deſſinees par MI. 
Renaud, de PAcadamie Royale de Peinture, gravees par 
Coiny, adaptees a la Traduction de M. I Abbe Bannier, im- 
primee- in 18, par M. Didot I Aine, ſur papier, velin fin, 
I, Livraiſon. 4 liv. A Paris. 


— 


[The utility of the foregoing catalogue, &c, muſt be obvious 
at the firſt glance. Here the reader fees, at once, what he avas 
formerly obliged to acquire from ſeveral channels of infor ma- 
tion, a complete wiew of whatever as appeared, for the ſpace. 
of a fortnight, in the literary «world, and. in the line of Muſic 
and Engraving. 

In order to render this lift as correct as 15 poſſ ble, wwe e requeſ tbe 
Bookſellers, and the Venders of Muſic and Prints, to ſend te the 
BRITISsHñ Mercury, Catalogues of their new publications, 
as they appear, which ſhell! be inſerted GRATIS. | 
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BRITISH MERCURY. 


No, IV, June 23. 1787. 


or THE SERPENT THAT TEMPTED EVE: 


HIS ſerpent has given riſe to a great variety 
of opinions, and to much philoſophical diſ- 
quiſition. After all, the matter remains ſtill un- 
decided; the perſonality of the ſerpent i is ſtill un 
fixed and unappropriated: I hope it will not be- 
thought ſtrange that I ſhould alſo add my feeble * 
efforts to the labours of ſo many learned men, in 
order to clear up a myſtery, in which it hath 
pleaſed the God of Abraham, of Iſaac, and of 
Jacob, to involve the perdition and the happineſs | 
of the human race. At leaſt it will not furniſh. 
matter of ſurprize, that I alſo ſhould wander in a 
labyrinth, where wit and ſcience and learning 
have loſt their way. 

I ſhall lay it down then, in the firſt place, as an 
indiſputable poſition, that the devil was the para- 
diſeal ſerpent which tempted our firſt parent. 

K 2 5 But 
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But which of the devils was it ? For you know, 
my brethren, that there are a great many legions 
of devils. Was it Lucifer, for inſtance, or Belze- 
bub, or Baal-Peor ? For my part, I am poſitively 
of opinion, that the laſt mentioned demon was the 
very identical-devil which corrupted our grand- 
mother Eve. | : 

Baal-Peor, as the learned reader cannot but 
know, is compounded of two Phenician or Arabic 
words, Baatand-Peor; the firſtſignifying lord, and 
the latter having the ſame meaning with Pri- 
apus, Penis, or Pego, words apparently derived 
from it. Now we find, that even in this degene- 
rate age, when Lucifer, or the demon of Amb: - 
tion and Vanity, and Belzebub, or rather Baal- 
Zebub, or Lord-Eucre, have acquired ſo great 
an afcendancy in the female mind; yet even now, 
Ffay, the number is not ſmall of thoſe generous 
dimfels, who, trampling on the fordid temptations. 
of Lucifer and Baal-Zebub, proftrate themfelves 
only at the ſhrine of mighty Baal-Peor. But how 
much more powerful over the mind of mother 
Eve muſt have been the influence of this demon ! 
She, ſimple woman! never had ſeen a coach and 
fix ;—never had heard of Ces, of pin- money, or 
of any ſettlement but one. Nature only was fa- 
miliar to her eyes: natural deſires alone predo- 
minated in her heart. Exalted by the ambroſial 
food which the Garden of Eden afforded in abun- 
dance, herjuices, rich, copious, and refined, flow- 
ed with ſweet and amorous facility through her 
veins. Wherever her eyes turned, they met with 

40 SO | images 
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images of love; ſparrows expiring on the branches 
in oft-repeated bliſs ; bulls acting, in luxuriant 
paſture, their luſty loves; rams but hold the 
luſcious deſcription. I ſee,. ladies, you are agi- 
tated. I ſhall therefore content myſelf with ob- 
ſerving, that no place was ever better calculated 
than the Garden of Eden, to diſpoſe.a lady's mind 
to the influence of Baal-Peor.. 

You will alſo obſerve, that. Baal-Peor. is the 
{ame with Priapus, the god of gardens. Hence 
this demon poſſeſſed, from his local ſituation and 
authority, a greater opportunity than any other 
demon, of corrupting our firſt parent. And here 
I have an excellent occaſion of diſplaying my vaſt 
mythological knowledge and erudition; and it is, 
J confeſs, with difficulty that 1 can forbear over-- 
whelming the reader with all the lead of five hun- 
dred Dutch commentators. But I will not take 
advantage of the opportunity, as J am. firmly per- 
ſuaded that he will readily and candidly. con- 
feſs, that I have akready proved, by irrefragable 
arguments, the propoſition with which I ſet out, 
viz. That Baal-Peor was the very identical ſerpent 
that tempted, our great grand-mother Eve in the 
garden of Eden. 

But who ever heard that Priapus, at any time, 
made his appearance in a ſhape ſo flexible and 
| looſe, or what temptation could Baal-Peor offer 
to a lady in a form ſo feeble, nerveleſs, and flacid,. 
as that of a ſerpent? 

I confeſs, my lovely, learned lady Betty, the 
dull force of your objection. Priapus , in fact, was 

ee *% nee always 
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always repreſented by antient ſtatuaries and pain 
ters, as rigid and erect, and ſuch he is always de- 


picted by the poets. Horace mentions him with 


prætenta falce. Ovid fays it was tam dura quam 
cornu, as hard as a horn; and a thouſand teſtimo- 


nies to the ſame purpoſe might eaſily be collected 


from Tibullus, Catullus, Auſonius, and a thou- 
ſand writers, grave and auſtere, as well as laſcivi- 
dus and looſe. Such he was repreſented by the 
Egyptians and the Greeks, and ſuch I myſelf have 
ſeen him, not without a certain religious horror, 
in the Gentoo temples on the coaſt of Malabar,. 


where he ſtill predominates under the name of 


Madu, or Deva Lingum, over all the other gods;. 
whether Jewiſh, Pagan, Mufſulman, or Chriſtian. 
I confeſs, I ſay, my dear lady Betty, the force of 
your objection, did it regard a common reptile, an. 


ordinary ſerpent. But the ſerpent which tempted 


Eve was quite another thing. Nor can I com- 
pare it to any thing, but to the brazen ſerpent. 
which Moſes erected in the deſart, after his 
wives and miſtreſles ran away with their Iriſh* 
valets- de- chambre, leaving the poor patriarch in 
the greateſt diitreſs of body and of mind. | 
And ſee here in the firſt page, my ſweet las 
dics, this formidable ſerpent. This is the tempt- 
ing devil, the devil incarnate,. that. corrupted: 
mother Eve. View it well, in profile and in 
front ; conſider attentively the height and the 
depth, and the width. and the circumference. of 


your grandmother's temptation ; meaiure it, 


Our correſpondent cult mean Egyptian. 


( top 

pray do, my dear 3 your garter; 
and tell me ingenuouſly, my ſweet girls, what 
modern Eve of you all could reſiſt ſo potent a 
temptation?” None, none, none.“ Bravo 
my charming creatures ; may your e 
confeſſion be rewarded every night of your lives 
by a ſimilar temptation 5 

ACCOUNT OF THE NATIVES OP JOANNA, AN 16145 


"IN THE AFRICAN 8A. 


{Extra#ed from the Materials of a Voyage to the Baſt Indies in : 


 1781,9with ſome Account of the Manners, Caftoms, Hiſtory, Re- 
 ligich, Thigh. c. of m ; a Work intended 8 the 
Pr eſs. 


6 Continued from No. III. p. 87.) 


THE Arabian race are held in high eftimation; - 
and excell, in general, the Aborigines in dignity: 
and opulence; ; not that they ever conquered the 
Hand, which the Joannamen deny, but becauſe 
a nation like the Arabs, inſtigated by the enthu- 
fiaſm of religion, and by the energetic indigence- 
of civilized life, could not fail of obtaining a de- 
_ Tided ſuperiority over a people, rude as they were, 
ſimple, unambitious, and of confequence inert. 
A nation, urged to action by the demons of ſci- 


ence and. ſuperſtition, are as much ſuperior to the 
favage, and for the ſame reaſon, as a maniac is 


more powerful than a man in his ſober fenſes. 


The elevation of one of their own race to the: 


regal dignity, gave the Arabico-Joannamen a 
conſiderable degree of influence. The grand- 
father of the preſent king was an Arabian by 


birth, 
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| Birth, who, having gained the good graces of the 


xeigning prince, married his daughter, and after 
his deceaſe was appointed to the vacant. throne 
by the people, whoſe affeRions he had acquired. 
Since that event the government has. become he- 
reditary, which. was formerly elective. In the 
rude times of the Aborigine kings, the royal dig- 
nity was the reward of perſonal majeſty, ſuperior 
ſtature, and extraordinary ſtrength. 

The kings of Joanna were formerly lords para- 
mount of all the Commara Iſlands. Molalia, 


an iſſe ſomewhat larger than Joanna, firſt aſſerted 


her independence. Her example was ſoon fol- 


| lowed by the other iſles, and the Joannaman pru- 


dently relinquiſhed pretenſions which he knew 
he was unable to ſupport. 
The hardy ſons of Mayotta alone, whoſe ſupe- 


_ rior bravery the Joannamen very candidly con- 


feſs, and who are no lets ardently deſirous of en- 
joying their native. rock with independence than 
the neighbouring iſlanders, have made frequent, : 
but hitherto unſucceſsful attempts to: vindicate 


their freedom. They are at preſent in a ſtate of 


rebellion. Perhaps it may not be impertinent to. 
give a ſhort account of the riſe, progreſs, and 
uſual cataſtrophe of the. Mayotta wars, which I 
ſhall deliver in the manner, and as near as I can 
remember, in the very words of the mufti, or. 
high prieſt of Joanna, with whom I had ſome 
converſation on this ſubject. The Joannaman. 


ſuit. 
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ſuit his narration to my capacity, by the adoption 
of certain Engliſh idioms and. phraſes. 

The prince of Mayotta (ſays the mufti) ſits 
down to dinner with the grandee-men. Aﬀeer 
dinner they puſh about the tade.* Their heads 
grow giddy : the earth wheels round. The 
prince, ſtarting from the ground in a rage, ſwears, 
damm his eyes if he pay a (+ agle grain of paddet 
to the king of Foanna, or to any body elſe.” The 
grandee-men riſe up, brandiſhing their ſwords, 
and ſtaggering after the prince, applaud his reſo- 


lution. War is welcomed by the populace with 


loud ſhouts, who denounce vengeance on that 
danmed raſcal Foannaman, for daring to exact tribute 
from the freebarn men of Mayotta, All this is re- 


ported to the king of Joanna. He ſends over a 


great number of ſoldiers in boats: Joannamen 
and Mayottamen fight. The latter, who have 
only ſtones and rude weapons, and native bra- 
very, to oppoſe to the muſquetry and Arabian 
arms of the Joannamen, are at lengtk overpow- 
ered, and run away. The prince of Mayotta. 


hides himſelf, ſends preſent to the king of Jo- 


anna, and begs his pardon. The king of Joanna 


accepts his preſent, forgives him, and the prince | 


of Wet! is content to pay his tribute of padde 
as before.“ 


A ridiculous incident happened while we lay at 


Joanna, which afforded us no fraall ſhare of 
mirth. Parſer Jack, one of the king's officers, 
whoſe province it is to regulate: the market, and 


Palm wine, + Ricg in the huſk. 
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to diſpoſe of his Majeſty's cattle, a perſonage 
well known to every body that has been at Joan- 
na, became enamoured of a certain female adven- 
turer, who was bound with her ſtock of charms 
to the grand emporium of beauty, Bengal. Pur- 
ſer Jack, in the true ſtile of mercantile expedi- 
tion, immediately addreſſed himſelf to the captain 
of the veſſel, aboard of which his charmer was 
| embarked, urgent to enter into an immediate ne- 
| gotiation for the lady, who was too prudent, in 
| his opinion, to reject an advantageous and preſent 
offer, for the chance of a diſtant and precarious | 
4 market in the Eaſt Indies. | 
1 The captain having communicated to the lady 
the propoſal of purſer Jack, they agreed to prac- 
tiſe a joke on the credulous Joannaman.. Purſer 
Jack was introduced. into the round: room, and 
after a ſucculent repaſt, with copious libations of 
the jovial god, which the captain prefſed upon 
the half-relutant ſcruples of the hypocritical 
Muſſulman, had. furniſhed Cupid with a guantum 
ſufficit of inflammables, the lady burſt upon her 
lover in all the bright effulgence of premeditated | 
| beauty. To. deſcribe the ſatyr-like grin and 
1 prurient geſticulation of purſer Jack in the pre: 
ſence of his miſtreſs, would puzzle the Pen of 
e or Le Sage. 
But the captain put a ſpeedy: period to this | 
dumb ſcene, and coming to. cloſe quarters with 
his gallant, demanded whether he was willing to 
"chaſe the commodity, which he valued at one 
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Hefitating a long time between avarice and ineli- 
nation, the Joannaman tried in vain to lower the 
market; but at laſt impelled by the united powers 
of Ceres, Bacchus, and Venus, and moreover in- 
flamed by the furtive glances which the fair char- 
mer ſhot from time to time at her ſable inamo- 


rato, (for Purſer Jack is of the Aborigine race) 


he ſurrendered at diſcretion, and conſented to pay 
the immenſe ſum at which the lady was put up. 
Every thing ſeemed ultimately ſettled, when the 


whole negotiation was totally ſubverted, by the 
obſtinate diſcordancy of the parties with reſpect 


to ſome articles of the marriage contract. On 
one hand, Miſs, tenacious of her freedom, inſiſted 
upon ſtipulating for herſelf, the privilege of walk- 
ing abroad-unveiled, of receiving and returning 
the viſits of her countrymen, when they came to 
Joanna, with other innocent immunities of the 
fame kind: while on the-other hand, purſer Jack 
heard her propaſitions with abharrence, and abſo- 
lutely refuſed to relax the ſacred diſcipline of the 
haram. And thus the match was unexpectedly 
broken off, to the great mortification of the Joan- 
naman, who then regretted, as a grievous diſap- 
pointment, what perhaps in his cooler moments 
He might conſider as a fortunate eſcape. 
Since we have been led to mention them in this 


place, it may not be improper to anticipate the 


narration a little, by giving ſome account of thoſe 


female adventurers, who carry, with their venal 
_ chaums to the Eaſt Indies, a flagrant thirſt of 
wealth and oſtentation. 


ä When 
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1 eee os thoſe to whe. care tis 
were conſigned, -or in caſe by ſome accident they 
ſhould happen -to be carried to a ſettlement for 
which they were not intended, they can hardly 
fail, however, of meeting with ſomebody gene- 
Tous enough to grant them hoſpitality and pro- 
tection. The firſt three days after their arrival 
are ſpent in the ceremonial of what they call :he 
fitting up. During that time, the lady ſeated on 
a ſopha, at the extremity of the verranda,* and 
richly decorated, receives the compliments of the 
genteel people of the place, and endeavours to 
play off her accompliſhments and her charms on 
the gentlemen, who hurry with eager curioſity to 
£Xamine the perſon of the new-comer. 


(To be continued.) 


WESTMINSTER ABBEY. 

WE had prepared a moſt particular, pompous, 
and wonderful account of this unparalleled exhi- 
bition, which we were obliged to omit in our laſt 
Number for want of room. : 

As the matter is now rather a little too ſtale 
for our-town readers, we beg leave to ſubjoin, 
for the benefit of ſuch of our country couſins, 
hom the melody of eight hundred fidlers and 

Philomels could not allure from the dull enjoy- 
An open gallery, where they generally dine and receive | 
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ment bF their family and friends, a ſhort account 
of the moſt intereſting particulars of the ſevera! 
.performances, couched, for the ſake of 78 7 
under one head. 

He ſent a thick dates over all the ld 5 
was admirably ſung by Harriſon. The king and 
queen joined the melody of their voices to his; 
and the Royal pair ſeemed exceedingly thankful to 
the Lord, in that he had“ ſent a thick darkneſe 
over all the land!“ 

«« 'Their land brought forth frogs?” to be omit- 
ted, by order of Mr. Pitt, in all future perfor- 
mances, as he ſays it contains a ſcandalous libel 
on French commerce and reciprocity. 

«« Total eclipſe !”? was ſung moſt pathetically 
by Harriſon. Several of the auditors, male and 


female, fainted with extaſy; which is by no 


means to be wondered at, when we conſider, iſt, 
the extreme heat of the day ;—2dly, the exhala- 
tion, perſpiration, and evaporation of near three 
thouſand men and women, many of whom were 


broken winded, ſhut up in a charnel-houſe,—not . 


to mention the cadaverous ſteam which iſſued 


from three thoufand pericraniums, plentifully 


plaiſtered with bear's greaſe, 

„ Benold ! I tell you a myſtery ; we ſhall not 
all-fl:ep, but we ſhall be changed in a momeat, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the laſt trumpet. 

* Thetrumpet ſhall ſound, and the dead ſhall 
be raiſed incorruptible, and we ſhall be changed.” 

At the din of the trumpets the ue be- 
Ban, in ſeveral Places of the Abbey, to tremble 


T 
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and heave.” Several of the credulous deceaſed, 
who imagined that the laſt trumpet ſummoned 


them from their graves, burſt from their tombs. 
Death followed faſt after the fugitives, and ſoon, 


with jailor like rigour, recommitted them to 
their narrow cells. Ay, ay,“ cried a ſceptt: 
.corpſe, (ſome ſaid it was the Dean of St. Pa- 
trick's) juſt peeping through a crevice in his 
grave, and grinning, infidel- like, at. the credulity 


of his brother mummies— Ay, ay, I always 


believed it was & mere humbug! 


After the eonſternation Which this ſtrange 
phantom occaſioned had a little, ſubſided, the per- 
tormance was reſumed. | 

Mara ſung with exquiſite. ſweetneſs, <* Sing ye 
to the Lord.“ But the lord chancellor heeded 


not the ſyren. The heart-melting melody wan- 


dered ineffectual in the deep and crooked laby- 
rinths of his wig. He looked ſullen and venge- 


ES ful, 7 he the wicked ſerpent that b not be charmed, 
Hough the chermer charmeth never ſo wiſely.” 


The following anthem was, by his lordſhip's 


.carneſt requeſt, omitted to be ſung with the other 
Hebrew maledictions. 


«« He that grindeth the faces of the poor; he 
that trampleth.en the needy ; he that mingleth 
wormwood and. gall with the bread and water of 


the priſoner ; he that delighteth to add to the ri- 
gour of laws, already barbarous and unjuſt, may 
his food be turned into bile ; may invincible har- 


pies hover o'er his anxious repaſts; may an eter- 


nal Incubus ſmother his repoſe; let him wake 


midi 


22! 0 
amidſt the terrors of the night ; let the merited 


eurſes of the oppreſſed purſue him to the pit; let 
him fink into the earth like a vapour fœtid and 


noxious, amidſt general abomination and ſtopping 


of the noſe !'?? Amen. 


— — 
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COMMOTIONS IN HOLLAND: 


| THE fury of diſcord inſtigates her ſanguinary 
tiounds. Already ſhe has had a foretaſte of blood. 


She burns to glut herſelf with i: HE to 


ſweep, with civil rage, this miſerable country! 
The Prince of Orange has at length thrown off 

the maſque of moderation, and by aſſuming, in 

his letter of the 2d inſt. to the States,. the ſove- 


reign ſtyle of William by the Grace of God, &c. 


has confirmed, beyond the poſſibility of a doubt, 


the accuſations of the patriots, and plainly told 
the world, that he affects the ſupreme power! in a 


ſtate whoſe ſervant he is. 
A great majority of the nation, however, in 


which are included the moſt reſpectable order of 


citizens, are decidedly againſt him. The ſmall 


number of hirelings and dependants; attached to 


his perſon rather than to his cauſe, act feebly and 
with diffidence againſt the voice of the people. 
He depends, it is ſaid, on the affiſtance of tne 
Emperor and King of Pruſſia. But we hardly 
believe, that the Emperor will dare to break with 


the Court of France, which moſt decidedly wil 


ſupport the Republic. The preſent Emperor's 
L2 ne 
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unpopularity, and the general diſſatisfaction of 
his ſubje&s, ought to make him cautious of en- 
gaging in a war with a nation which, in every 
conteſt with former Emperors, has. been able to 
raiſe a powerful party in Germany itſelf. The 
utter extinction of his commerce and marine 
power (objects which he has ſo much at heart) 
muſt be the inevitable conſequence of a rupture 
with France. | 

Should Great Britain indeed accede to a league 
with the Emperor and King of Pruſſia, the balance 
would, no doubt, be more equal. But we truſt 


that the arms of this country will not be tarniſh- 
ed in the cauſe of uſurpation and tyranny ; we 
fatter ourſelves, that the miniſtry will not dare, 


againft the yoice of the people, to plunge an ex- 
hauſted nation in the horrors of an unneceſlary 
war. 

We have 1 great deal to loſe, and can poſſibly 


gain nothing. Our tottering dominion in India 


is deteſted by the country powers, whom we have 
taught the art of war, and who will ſeize with 
avidity, the firſt occaſion to accelerate its ruin. 


The little that remains to us in the new world 


will ſoon be ſwallowed up by the Americans, who 
cannot refuſe, and who, in fact, are bound in 
gratitude to aſſiſt France. 

Now, on the other hand, the event of the ap- 
proaching conteſt, whatever it may be, cunnot 
affect unfavourably the intereſts of this country. 
For one of theſe three ſuppoſitions muſt take 


place, either the Dutch will riſe from the pre- 


lent | 


. 


ſent ſtruggle to their former independence, or 


their country will be diſmembered by, or what 


will have the ſame effect, be ſubjeQed to the pow. 


er of foreign ſtates; or laſtly, they will fall under 
the dominion of a domeſtic tyrant. In the two 
latter caſes, they would ceaſe altogether to rival 


us in commerce, which, in Holland eſpecially, 
nothing but the ſpirit of liberty can ſupport. 
Nor would foreign powers find their account in 
the diviſion of a moraſs, from which the feeble 


and diſpirited efforts of a nation of ſlaves could 


not poſſibly repel the invaſion of the ſea.— 
But ſhould the Republic, as we ardently wiſh may 


be the caſe, recover her former independence, 


an enlightened conſideration of her real intereſt 


will bring her back, (ſhould a favourable change 
take place in the politics of this country) to her 
antient alliance with Great Britain; and thus the 
cauſe of liberty would be ſtrengthened in Europe, 


and the balance of power be eſtabliſhed on a 
firmer foundation. 


. 
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Ringſweſton Hill, a Poem. By Thomas Hobhouſe, A. M. 


WE have ſeldom met with a poem, in which 
rural images are pourtrayed with ſuch elegant 
preciſion and claſſic propriety of ſtyle and verſitica- 
tion, The numbers in particular poſſeſs an un- 
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 Contending g paſſions, each by turns, engage 


6186 
common degree of ſweetneſs and varied melody. 


The ingenious author proves himſelf maſter alſo 
of that melancholy pathos, which accords ſo well 


with ſcenes of paſtoral tranquillity. Of this the 


reader, we dare ſay, will not be diſpleaſed with 
the following ſpecimen: 


«© WHERE ancient Trim in pebble⸗ 5 paven floods, 
Reflects the verdure of o' er-hanging woods 12 
A genial villa roſe between the trees, 


The ſeat of beauty, competence, and eaſe. 


There lovely Sylvia woo'd a mother's praiſe, 
Fair opening in the bloom of vernal days; 

Saw Nature, breathing ſweetneſs thro” the land, 
Bluſh in the berry, in the leaf expand ; 

With ſilver ſtreams reviv'd the drooping flow'r,. 
Or fed the plumy warbler of the bow'r; _ 
In calm retirement paſs'd her gentle prime, 
Fearleſs of ill, unconſcious of a crime. 

By chance Eugenio came, his noble race 

Shone in the blooming beauties of his face; 5 

In him was Sylvia by reflection ſhown ; 
Congenial merit link'd their hearts in one, 

The youth then firſt the gen'rous paſſion fir d; 
Then firit the virgin wiſh'd to be admir'd. 

By wily love were frequent meetings fram'd; 
More pleas'd they met, and parted more enflam'd. 
Short are our joys ; Eugenio's haughty ſire 
To diſtant Naples bade his ſon retire. | 


When the full faiis receiv'd the ſpringing gale, 


What tortur'd thoughts the lover's breaſt afſail ! * 


The 


. 

Th' impatient youth, love, jealouſy, and rage; 
This way and that with rival ſtrength they tear; 

Then jo n tumultuous all, and finiſh in deſpair. 
Six days a calm had ſmooth'd the tardy ſeas; 
In Biſcay's Bay the veſſel courts the breeze; 
Hark'!=the dread thunder, with a furious craſh, 
Splits ;—o'er the gloom the forky meteors flath ; 
The black cloud burſts, all Heay'n defcends amain: 
In floods on floods, and joins the watry plain ; 
As on the deck Eugenio ſtanding ey*'d © 
The ridgy horrors of the defy'rate tide, 
A ſudden wave, the meſſenger of death, 


Sweeps from the ſhip, and whelms him underneath: . 


Meantime the father, anxious for his ſon, 
Trembles to hear ſome deed of horror done; 
Now pride, now fondneſs, the ſtern conteſt held, 
By turns repelling, and by turns repelPd ; 
When the fav'd ſervant, from the wreck reſtor'd, 
In his chill'd ear the fatal tidings pour'd. 


What mingling griefs the parent's look confeſs? d } 


He rav'd, he tore his hair, he beat his breaſt. 
But Sylvia ſilent melancholy feiz/d ; 
What joys can practiſe on a mind difeas'd 2 
In vain fair gardens, to attract her eyes, 
Swell in the ſun, and ſhed a thouſand dies. 


Unſeen ſhe moans ; or bids her ſorrows ſuit 
The low fad warblings of the dying lute. 
When awful night broods o'er the conſcious ſkies, 
And carelefs ſleep has ſeal'd officious eyes; 
What time ſtill moonlight, at the haunted hour; 
With ſofter beauties decks the ſilver'd flow'r ; 
Forth ſtealing, ſhe-enjoys a ſad relief, 
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In the full licenſe of luxurious grief. | 
There lies a vale, whoſe deep-ſequeſter'd fides: 
The Trim with melancholy flow divides ; 
Where duſky woods, encircling all around, 

To gloomy calmneſs conſecrate the ground. 


There the fair mourner nightly joys to rove, 
Vents all her griefs, and gives a looſe to love; 


On the cold ground diſſolv'd in tears ſhe lies, 
Or kaeels, in ſilent anguiſh, to the ſkies; 
Or liſts, where Philomela's warblings flow. 


In ſad congeniality of woe. 
Then fancy aids the terrors of the gloom,. 


Heightens the true, and bids ideal come ;. 

From every ſhade a beck' ning arm ſhe ſees, 
And Sylvia's name reſounds in every breeze.. 
Now, on the couch reclining, ev'n in ſleep, 


Her reſtleſs thoughts their waking horrors keep ;: 


The flow hearſe ſtalks, where, near ſome. aiſle's:. 
dark rounds, 


Deep charnels groan with more than mortal. 


ſounds; _ 
The ſable pomp 1 s name 
She reads —a ſudden tremor chills her frame; 
She wakes—but, wakeing, ſeeks a vain relief, 
Plung'd in a ſad reality of grief; 1 5 
From fearful nights, to days of woe returns; 
For ever murmurs, and for ever mourns.“ 


We could havewiſhed that the elegant panegyriſt 
of Kingſweſton Hill had not given to the cruel 
amuſements of the huntſman and angler, the 


ſanction of his verſe. Poets ſhould ever be the 
| ___advo» 


3H + 515 ) 


advocates of univerſal benevolence, and ſhould en- 
deavour, by the primitive innocence of their ſen- 
timents, to temper the- cultivated ferocity of civil 
lite. We believe alſo, that almoſt every reader of 
taſte would be glad, were the author to ſubſti- 
tute, in a future edition, ſome image of rural ele- 
gance, for the politico- religious effuſion, begin- 
ning with“ But ſhould a man, c.“ ending with 

ad ſcertic fury, &c.“ Te angry diſputes of 
party ſhouid not © e the tranquillity of the 
man, 


Who to the ſhades retires, _ 
Whom eaſe invites, and ſocial friendſhip fires; 
Who traces wiſdom's unaſſuming plan, 
Grateful to God, benevolent to man. 


_ —— 


LORD GEORGE GORDON's TRIAL. 


WE think it highly proper, that the repreſen- 
tatives of crowned heads and ſovereign ſtates 


ſhould be, as they are in effect, protected by the 


laws of this country. Count D' Adhemar, injured 
by Lord George Gordon, ought certainly to be 
' vindicated by our laws; for Lord George Gor- 
don, injured by Count D'Adhemar, could alſo 


call him to account. But wha! right has the 


king or queen of France, or any other King or 
queen, not amenable to the laws of this country, 


to claim their protection? Could Lord George 


Gordon, or any other Engliſhman, injured by the 


king or Te. of F a inſtitute a ſifit, eithe. 
in 
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in this country or in that, againſt the offender, 
and compel him to juſtice ? By no means. Why 


then, nor ſhould the king or queen of France be 
permitted, in this country, to proſecute an indi- 
vidual, who cannot, if injured by them, procure 


a legal redreſs. Juſtice ſhould ever be recipro- 


cal, and no man ſhould derive a benefit from 
laws, whoſe authority he diſclaims. 

Such are the dictates of reaſon, equity, and 
freedom, in contradiction to the ſervile and. 


ſlave- like language of the attorney- general, on 
this occaſion, whoſe tongue ſeemed admirably. 


formed to lick * from the feet of a grande 
monargue. 

We muſt therefore ben iber, as injurious to the 
conſtitution of this country, and as ſubverſive of 
the liberty of the preſs, the permitting any foreign 


prince to bring an action, in our court, e 


any fubject of Great Britain whatever. 

Every free. nation has been highly jealous of 
ſuffering foreign princes to intermeddle with their 
domeſtic politics. When the bluſtering Emperor 
of Germany inſiſted, (with terrible denunciations 
of wrath, in caſe of refufal) that their High: 


Mightineſſes ſhould puniſh certain writers, who, 


in the Dutch gazette, had taken improper liber- 
ties with his Majeſty's reputation, the phlegmatic 

Dutchmen replied, that by the conſtitution . of 
their country, the liberty of the preſs was invio- 
lable, and that they would not, for any conſide- 
ration whatever, violate the conſtitution of their. 
country, When the late King of Pruſſia * 


( 


ed George II. (of happy memory) to prevent the 
Torrent of abuſe, which, for ſome time, our pa- 
pers were accuftomed to vomit on the character 
of Frederick the Great, his Majeſty ſent him in 
reply, a collection of pamphlets and newſpapers, 
in which he himfelf was infinitely worſe treated 
than the King of Pruſſia. 


We do not intend, however, by any means, to 
give our ſanction to the unmerited or unmannerly 
abuſe of any prince or potentate whatever. But 
the petulance of our writers ſhould be reformed, 
not by force, but by-a revolution of principles 


and morals, effected by mild perſuaſion and pi- 


ous proclamations. And here we cannot help 
expreſſing our admiration of our godly ſovereign's 
late edict, againſt the goſpel-hating practice of 
eating rolls and butter in coffee-houſes on a 
Sunday; an edict that will be read with uplifted 
eyes, and ejac ulations of praiſe, by all the old 
women of Scotland, and which will deſcend to 
poſterity as a production of conſummate godli- 
neſs and devotion, not unworthy of the moſt zea- 
lous and ſanctimonious Hebrew prince of them 
all, from David down to-Hezekiah. 


LA BAGAT ELLE. 


a 
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118 ½ BIRTH DAY O D. | 

OUR 4rih bard was determined, for the hon- 
our of his country, not to be out-blundered by 
= the 


im) 


the Engliſh laureat, who has aſſigned to Chaucer 
the celebration of the battle of Agincourt, an 
event that happened ten years after his deceaſe, 
Herefollows a ſpecimen. of Paddy Laureat's blun- 
dering abilities. | 


'Thee with one united mind, 
Thee the neigbb'ring i/les approve, 
England, Ireland, France combin'd, 
Foin'd by traffic, peace and love. 


We ſay properly enough, with one mind, with one 
accord, &c. but with one united mind, is 'ſome- 
thing new. With one united mind, Paddy! 
United to what? Yes truly „very cloſely united to 
nonſenſe. 
Thee the neight/ring es approve : 

And ſo then, our auguſt ſovereign's fame, which 
we ſuppoſed had ſpread from pole to pole, 
as only penetrated, in the Hibernian bard's opi- 
nion, as far as the Ifle of Shiteland and the He- 
brides. But no; we beg his pardon; the iſlands 
which form the theatre of his Majeſty's renown, 
are, as he tells us, in the third line, England, 
Ireland, and France. This is the firſt circumna- 
vigator who has been able to determine that 
France is an ifland ! But perhaps the bard might 
mean 1 le de France, the Ifland of France, and 
thus all is very well. 


England, Ireland, France, combin'd, 
Join'd in traffic, peace and love. 


Not latiked with combining loring?y 1 in the third 
line 
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line, England, Ireland, and France, he proceeds 
(the Hibernian bard) to join them together in the 
4th line, juſtly apprehenſive, no doubt, that fuch 
heterogeneous materials would not ſtick together, 
except he firſt cemented, and then glued them. 


Sir Elijah Impey has ſet off for the Continent. 
This is the ſecond trip he has taken for the benefit 
of his health. 


Lord George Gordon has alſo diſappeared for 


the ſame motive. 


We have advice from Lochaber, that Lord 


George Gordon. has taken poſſeſſion of the ſum- 
mit of Scooroolan, a very high and much cele- 
brated mountain in the neighbourhood of that 
place. He is attended by the whole tribe of the 


Macraws, that heroic clan, who ſome time age 


defied, from the top of Arthur-ſeat, the legal 
_ power and military force of Great Britain. They 
have renewed the ſolemn league and covenant 
which, in days of memorable godlineſs, the 
Gcotch had formed with the God of Ifaac, Jacob, 

and Abraham. 

Lord George, aſſiſted by a converted Ex-Jeſuit, 
have drawn up the articles of the contract, and 
great care has been taken to leave no loop-hole 
for fraud in the writings, that the Jewiſh God 
may not, from ſome informalities, take occaſion 


to elude his part of the obligation, which they 


day was the caſe, in the covenants entered into 


with him, by the gulled Hebrews, as well aß by 


their choules Caledonian predeceſſors. 'The 
M covenant 


{4 226 ) 
eovenant is to be inſcribed, like that of Moſes, 
on Hibernian braſs. 

After the uſual preliminaries, “thou ſhalt be 

our God, and we will be thy people, &c. it 
proceeds to the following credos, os reſolu- 
tions: 

We believe, that the den of Eden was 
ſituated in the Highlands of Scotland, ſome- 
where in the diſtri of Lochaber. 

«© Reſolved, That the breeches are an abomi- 
nation to the Lord; that the phellibeg is the 
only holy, godly, and chriſtian-like dre ; a 
dreſs which was delivered, by God himſelf, to our 

_ firſt parents, in the garden ef Eden, in the dif- "0 
trict of Lochaber. 

* Reſolved, to propagate the uſe. of tartan to 
the ends of the earth, and to exterminate, by 
fire and ſword, whatever nation or people ſhall 
impiouſly refuſe to pam. Moen their buttocks with 
4 phellibeg. 

The whore of Babylon man nn 
to death, &c. &c. &c.“ 

We hear from Ramſgate, that company comes 
down apace. The hoſpitable inhabitants, in order 
to accommodate he foreigners, as they call their 
yearly viſitants, have already begun to retire to 

their ſummer-houſes in the garden, i. e. the tem- 
ples of Cloacina, over which they have huilt an 
apartment where they all pig together in genuine 
patriarchal confuſion, men, women, cats, dogs, 


Jack-afjles, &c. FER 
Van- 


. eons atten. ras 
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Vandergucht, it ſeems, has been playing the 
part of the Archangel Gabriel. He wanted to 
palm his caſt-off miſtreſs on Des Enfans, but 
Des Enfans was not izfant enough to play the 
part of Joſeph. _ 


* 
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$0NGS OF THE MADECASSI, OR INHABITANTS OF THE 
IS PAN D OF MADAGASCAR, | 


Tranſlated from the French of the Chevalier de P. 


IN our Second Number we gave a tranſlation 
of one of theſe ſongs. But as on peruſing them 
attentively, we found that they contained a moſt 
exact and entertaining account of the manners 4 
and opinions of the Madecaſſi, or inhabitants of ö 

3 we thought that an entire tranſla- 
tion would not be unacceptable to the curious, 
in the hiſtory of the human ſpecies. ö 
The Madecaſſi, (ſays the Chevalier de P=——,) 1 
are benevolent and hoſpitable. Thoſe who inha- 
bit the ſea-coaſt are, with reaſon, diſtruſtful of 
ſtrangers, and in their treaties with them, take ; 
all the precautions that prudence, or even ſubtle 
policy can ſuggeſt. The Madecaiſi are naturally i 
gay. The men live idle, while the women 
work. They love paſſionately muſic and dan- 
eing. I have collected, and tranſlated ſome of 
their ſongs, which may give an idea of their 
manners and cuſtoms. They are ignorant of 
verſe ; their poeſy is only a kind of meaſured 
_ proſe. Their muſic is ſimple, ſweet, and en 
melanchalx. 
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SONG FIRST. 

re Who is king of this country? Ampenani.— 
Where 1 is he ?—In the royal houſe. Conduct me 
fo him. Do you come with' open hand ?—Yes, 
I come in friendſhip.---You may enter. | 

1 greet the Chief Ampenani.---White-man, 
return your falute, and I prepare for you a good 
reception. What do you ſcek here ?---I come to 
fee the country.---The.country is open befare 
you, and your ſteps are unconfined. But the ſha- 
dow begins to defcend, the hour of ſupper is 
come. Slaves, ſpread a mat upon the ground, 
and cover it with the large leaves of the banana. 
Bring rice, milk, and mellow fruits from the tree. 
Approach Nelahe ; let this ſtranger be ſerved 

by the moſt beautiful of my daughters. And 
you, her younger ſiſters, exhilirate his repaſt by 
your dances and your ſongs.” 
SONG SECOND 

, Comely Nelahẽ, conduct this ſtranger to the 
next hut. Spread a mat upon the ground; let 
a bed of tender leaves riſe upon the mat. Then 
let fall the pan; which covers your youthful 
charms. If you behold in his eyes the deſires of 
love; if his hand gently preſſes thine ; if he 
draws thee ſweetly towards him; if he ſays, 
Come, lovely Nelahe, let us paſs the night toge- 
ther,” then do you fit upon his knee, May his 
night be filled with rapture ; may your's be full 
of joy ; nor do you leave him till the reviving day 
ſhall permit you to read in his ey es the melting 
pleaſures of his ſoul.“ 
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ROYAL PROCLAMATION. 


EETTEROF A CHINESE PHILOSOPHFR, SOJOURNING IN 

ENGLAND, TO. HIS FRIEND CHANG YANG SIEN, A 
MANDARIN AT PEKIN; CONTAINING OBSERVATI- 

 GNS ON THE MEANING AND TENDENCY OP A LATE 
PROCLAMATION. 


SINCE my arrival here, illuſtrious Chang 
Yang Sien, almoſt four years ago, I have been 


witneſs to a perfect revolution in the politics of 


this country. 


Another revolution ſeems ready to take place 
in the religious ſentiments of the people. And 
this happens in the natural courſe of things, for 
flavery and ſuperſtition are twin fiſters, and inſe- 
parable companions. Deſpotic princes have 
need of cruel gods to ſanction their oppreſſions, 
and an evil genius in heaven is not unaptly re- 
preſented by a tyrant upon earth. Some receut 
occurrences in this country Sive riſe to theſe re- 
flections. F 


With us, as thou deten my dear friend, the 
Emperor, as father of his people, frequently in- 
ſtructs them by his royal admonitions, and points 
out to the ſeveral claſſes of his ſubjects, their re- 
ſpective moral duties. The King of this country 
alſo exerciſes, though ſeldom, the ſame office. 
He has, at this moment, in a very ſolemn procla- 
mation, availed himſelf of the privilege. He be. 

gins 
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gins his edit by lamenting, in a very ſerious 
manner, the decline of virtue, and the rapid pro- 
greſs of vice and immorality in his dominions. 
He then enjoins his ſabje&s, as theyſhall anſwer to 
Almighty God, and under pain of his Majeſty's 
high difpleaſure—But can you gueſs, my dear 
friend, what it is that he enjoins them ? To prac- 
tiſe juſtice and equity,. no doubt you will anſwer ; 
to pay a moſt implicit obedience to parental au- 
thority ; to treat their ſervants with lenity, their 
women with tenderneſs and reſpect; to relieve 
the griefs of the poor and broken-hearted, and 
to a& towards all men with humanity and meek- 
neſs, No ſuch thing, my dear Chang Yang Sien. 
His Myelty's ire is excited ſolely by the profana- 
tion of Sunday, or the Lord's day; and thoſe 
awefu! menaces are pointed againſt certain pro- 
fane wretches, who have the impiety to frequent 
caravanſerahs of a Sunday; to play a game at 
cheſs, or perhaps to paſs an idle day with their 
miſtrefſes, in dancing on the green. Such 
are the mighty crimes which excite his Britannic 
Majeſty's indignation ; ſuch the enormous tranſ- 
greſſions that call down on a ſinful land, the ven- 
geance of Omnipotence! 

| You may perhaps imagine, that this may be a 
political reſtriton, prudenily impoſed on the 
liceations pleaſures of a people, extremely dith- 
pated and idle. No ſuch thing, my dear friend. 
The body of the people are the molt laborious 
| ſet of beings on | the face of the earth. Six days 
unceſlant 


„ 

inceſſant labour hardly enables them to procure 
a bare ſubſiſtence, after the cruel demands of a 
griping government are paid. The ſeventh day, 
appointed by their laws a reſpite from labour, 
and which ſhould ferye to exhilicate the minds of 
a people depreſſed by anxiety and toil, is thus, 
on the contrary, converted into a day of penance, 
of melancholy, of difguſt, infinitely more op- 
preſſive than the preceding labhours of the week. 

In order to explain to you the local cant and 


jargon of an edict, which, no doubt, you will be 
much at a loſs to comprehend, it will be neceſlary 


to go back to a remote period in the annals of 
this people. 


Their Saxon progenitors profelled a religion | 
modified, though ſomewhat barbarouſly, on the 


feelings which beneficent Nature has impreſſed 


on the human heart. The ſeventh day of the 


week they dedicated to the fun, that glorious be- 

ing, whom I name with religious veneration. A 
_ joyous gratitude directed the merriment of a day, 

devoted to ſo beneficent a deity. 

In proceſs of time, however, the direful ſuper- 
ſtition of a little tribe of Arabs, whom prudent 
Nature had buried, as it were, amidit the barren 
rocks of Arabia, began, with aſtonithing rapidity, 


to pervade the provinces of Aſia and of Europe. 


It arrived late at this iſland, but its progreſs was 


rapid. SUNn-DAY was converted by the apoſtles 


of this new ſuperſtition, into a day of holiaefs 
for their divinity, and the manner 12 which it was 
celebrated, myſterious, mournful, and ſad, cor- 


Ne 


„ 


reſponded exactly to the atrocious character of a 


demon, whoſe worſhip was founded upon fear; 


who delighted in the ſufferings of the human 
race, in the agonies of the lower ranks of ani- 


mals, and whoſe cruelty was dreadful, even to 
the choſen people whom he pretended to patro- 


nize. 
The horror of this religion, heweves, gradually 


mitigated by the influx of ſcience, and corrected 


by the arts, was beginning to aſſume an aſpect 


leſs ſevere. 
But this edi, couched as it is in ail the RI TY 


neſs of former fanaticiſm, threatens, if followed 


into effect, to recall the horrors of ſuperſtition 


and bigotry, in which, about two centuries ago, 


this unhappy country was involved. . 
The edict has alſo another important object in 


view; to check, and perhaps entirely overturn, 


under the ſpecious pretence of ſuppreſſing licen - 


tious publications, the liberty of the preſs. Ca- 


ricature (a burleſque ſpecies of engraving, of 
which I ſent you, in a former letter, a ſpecimen) 
is beyond a doubt he moſt expeditious and con- 


venient mode of communicating an idea of per- 


ſonal or political ridicule or information. Hence 


ſeveral proſecutions have been already commenced. 


on the part of miniſtry, againſt certains venders 


of prints. And the vengeance of government: 
will ſoon, in all probability, begin to operate on 


the other. branches of the typograpb ic art. 


In fine, my dear friend, I long to return to my 


native country. Inflamed by the juvenile thirſt 


of 


— 


„ 
of knowledge, and panting to unlock thoſe boaſt- 
ed repoſitories of philoſophy which the Europeans 
pretended were only to be found in their country, 
1 quitted my native foil, contrary to the wife max+ 
ims of our ſages ; contrary to the ſalutary pur- 
poſe of Nature; in direct contradiction to that 
unerring inftin&, which trembles to relinquiſh, 
which languiſhes to return to the natal ſpot, con- 
ſcious that there only the human heart can be 
_ ſatisfied with bliſs, there only find repoſe. 

I have travelled in purſuit of knowledge over 
the greater part of Europe, but my hopes have 
been miſerably diſappointed. The Europeans, 
my friend, are excellent jugglers : they can walk 
upon their heads ; they can fly in the air ; they 
can teach an aſs to dance, and give intelligence 
to pigs; in ſhort they can turn nature upſide 
down, but they are totally unacquainted with the 
ſcience of government; they have no philoſo- 
phy, no certain principle of morals. As a proof 
of the firſt aſſertion ; there is not, from one end 
of Europe to the other, a ſingle example of a go- 
vernment, modelled on family economy ; and as 
to their principles of morality, you may eaſily 
guels, illuſtrious Chang Yang Sien, what an ab- 
ſurd ſyſtem of ethicks that muſt be, which is 
founded on a fantaſtic tale (of which I formerly 
gave you an account) of an old woman who ate, 
in the garden of Eden, an ie that 9 bad 
forbidden her to touch 
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' CATALOGUE oy NEW PUBLICATIONS. 
BOOKS AND PAMPHLETE8E. 


| E Temple of Folly, in 6 cantos. By Theophilus 
1 Swift, 5s. Johnſon. 1 5 

Proſe on ſeveral Occaſions. By George Colman. Illuſtra- 
ted with a Head of the Author. 12s: Cadell. 

Practical Obſervations on the Natural Hiſtory, and Cure 
of the Venereal Diſeaſe, with Copper-plates. By John How- 
ard, Surgeon. 10s. T. Longman and Baldwin. 

Orlando and Seraphina. 2 vols- 5s. Lane. 

A Declaration of my laſt Sentiments on the different Doc- 
trines of Religion. By the late Pierre Fance Le Courayer, 
D. D. 28. 6d. J. Johnſon. 
Sermons, to which are prefixed, Thoughts on the Compo- 
fition and Delivery of a Sermon. By G. Gregory, F. A. 8. 
6s. J. Johnſon. 
_ Trial at large of the Hon. aw Gordon, 3 
called Lord George Gordon, &c, taken in ſhort hand by þ x 
Johnfon, Eſq. of the Temple. 18. R. Randal. 

| Zoriadaz or, Village Annals. A novel, in 3 vols. 12MQs 
78. 6d. T. Axtell, _ 
Lumley Houſe, Pp a. Lady. 3 vols. 12mo. 78. 6d. 
W. Lane. | | 

The Doctrine of the New Jeruſalem concerning the Lord. 
Tranſlated from the original Latin of the Hon. Emanuel Swe- 
denborg, by a Society of Gentlemen. 28. M. M. Denis. 

Female Virtues. A Poem, 28. T. Cadell. 

Juliana. A Novel, in 3 vols. 12mo. 78. 6d. Lane. 

Spaniſh Memoirs, in a Series of Original Letters. 2 vols. 
amo. gs. C. Elliot. | 

Sketches of Day: A Poem. 38. Debrett. 

A clear, comprehenſive, yet compendious Introduction to 
Geography and Aſtronomy, for the uſe of young n. By. 
Eliza Comyns. C. Dilly. 

An extraordinary Caſe of lacerated Vagina, at the full pe 
riod of Geſtation ; with WROTE tending to how, that 
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many Caſes, related as Ruptures of the Uterus, have been 
Lacerations of the Vagina, By Wm. — 38. 6d, J. 
Murray. 


Mary Queen of Scots vindicated * Whitaker, B. * 


3 vols. 8 vo. 188. J. Murray. 


MUSIC. 


Lady Saliſbury s Minuet. 15. Goulding. 
Mrs. Billington's, Mr. Johnſton's, and Mr. Darley's OP 
in Nina. Single at 6d. each. Goulding. 
Ranelagh Songs, ſung by Mr. Wilſon. Moulds. 
God Save the King, by Baker. 6d. Skillern. 
The Three Goddeſſes. By Carter. 6d. 


Three Sonatas for the Harpſichord, or Piano Forte, with: 
an Accompaniment for the Violin, n by George Ba- 


Ker. 78. 6d. . Duff. 
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FOREIGN BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. 


'L'Influence de Boileau ſur la Lifterature Francoiſe Diſ- 


cours Couronne per I Ac: demie Royale de Niſmes, par M. 
Daunou, de I'Oratoire, brochure 1 in $v0. Prix 1 live 4 f. A. 


Paris. 


Zoraide, ou Annales d'un Village, traduit de e Pang 3 


vols. in 12. prix 4 liv. 16f, A Paris. 


Les lignes Achéene, Suiſſe & Hollandoife & Revolution des 
Etats unis de f Amerique, compares, enſemble, par M. dle 
Mayer. 2 vols. in 12. prix 4 liv. broch. & 5 liv. rel. A Ge- 


neve & Paris. 


Elemens d' Orthographe, ou Methode pour apprendre TY 
Science. parfaitment, en tres peu de tems, fans etre oblige le 


| prendre un Maitre; par M. Pollet. 1 vol. in'$yo. A Paris. 
Eſai ſur les Variations de Eſprit humain depuis la Cre- 
ation du monde juſqu'a nos jours, ſaivi dela refutation des 


_doutes de Toland fur les principaux n de la Religion 


 Chretienne, 2 vols. in 12. A Paris. 


Sophie, ou les Amours & les Matheurs d'une fille de Qualits, 


2 parties in 12. prix 3 liv. Amſterdam & Paris. 
N 810. 
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MUSIC, 


Concerto pour le Clayecin ou le Forte Piano, avec accom- 
pagnement de deux violins, alto, baſſe, deux flutes and deux 
I cors de chaſſe, compoſe par H. G. e e 3. 2 6 liv. 
A Pans! 

Les Delaſſemens de Polymnie, ou les petits Concerts de 
Paris, contenant I Ariette du jour, Duos, Trios, Romances, 
Chanſons de Societe, &c. Nos. 11, 12, 13, and 14. prix 1 tir, 
4 f. chacune. A Paris. 

Aria del Signor Sacchini, & Arietes del Sig. Farti. Nos. 
201 and 202, du Journal d' Ariettes Italiennes, prix 2 liv. 8 f. 
chacune. A Paris. 

Recueil (airs connus, varis pour la Harpe, dedies a M. 

Cahouet par M. Vernier _ Maitre de Harpe; Oeuvre 2. 
prix 61. A Paris. 

Troiſieme Pot Pourri pour le Clavecin ou Piano Forte pat 
V. J adin fils. prix 2 liv. 8 ſ. A Paris. | 


PRINTS. 


Le Pot au lait & le Verre d'eau, deux Eſtampes faiſant pen- 
gant, gravees par N. Ponce, d'apres Hon, F e; prix 
3 liv. chacuns, A Paris. 

Antonius Jaquier, Nonus Superior Generalis Congregati- 
ones Miſſionis. 1 liy. 16 ſ. A Paris. | 
Galerie du Palais Royal, gravee d' apres les Tableaux des 
differentes Ecoles qui la compoſent avec un Abrege de la vie 
des Peintres & une Deſcription Hiſtorique de chaque Tableau. 
6 Livraiſon. prix 12 liv. A Paris. | 
Quatre Eſtampes du Poeme de la Henriade faiſant Suite de 
12 ſujects tires de cet Ouvrage ; deſſinees & gravees a l'eau 
forte par M. Queverdo, & terminees au burin par les plus 

celebres Artes. Prix 2 liv. chacune. A Paris. 

| L'Amour Couronne par les Graces & les Graces enchai- 

_ nees, par l' Amour; deux Eſtampes de forme ovale, en mani- 
ere Angloiſe, gravees par A. Chaponnier, d'apres S8. B. Huet, 

Peintre du Roi, Prix dune ſeule coulzur, 3 liv. biſtre 4 lv. 
6 Iv. coleriees. A Paris. 
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Tur PRIESTS or APOLLO: 
A Fragment from the Original HE Brew, 


Scene, Inſide of the Temple of Apollo,---the Prieſts in diſpabille, 


carouſing round a large table, covered with every kind of dainty. 
The Libation or Sacramental Cup, filled with generous juice, is 


harded round wvith much glee. By the fidc of every Son of 
Levi fits a buxom Laſs, in a ſtate of Paradiſeal Simplicity. 
The High Prieſt, ſitting on an elevated ſopha, embraces in one 
arm the Where of Babylon, while his other plays wantonly with 
the teats of Siſter Simony. He ſings the foll;qwing Spe 


is choruſſed xd the hits co 
How happy we live, jolly Prieſts of Apollo, 

No cares do we know, and no bufineſs we follow, 
Save to gobble the dainties as faſt as we're able, 
Which ſtarv'd Superſtition ſerves up at our table; 
Save to paſs round delighted the jovial jug, 

And to preſs the fair laſs with an amorous hug. 
| II. 

For riches the ſeamen to foreign parts roam, 
But wiſer we plow with their heifers at home; 
For wealth the dull cit nen, plods, 

But careleſs we live, and we're fed by the Gods: 
For the Gods to be ſure, *tis an excellent jeſt— 
By the Prieſt they were made they were made for 

the Prieſt. 


. 
How happy is our's to the fate of the nation! 
We fatten on tythe—they are tax'd to ſtarvation : 
But let 'em look blue, it is our's to be blithe, 
While they're tax'd to ſtarvation, we fatten on tythe. 
2» 80 
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So paſs round, jolly fellows, the jovial jug, 
And preſs the fair laſs with an amorous hug. 


IV. 


And then we poſfeſs the blind laĩty to gull, 
Of recipes godly a budget brimful ; 
We talk much of virtue, look wonderous wiſe, 
And turn up devoutly the white of our eyes: 
But we paſs round in private the jovial jug, 
And we preſs the kind laſs with an amorous hug. 


V. 


Of miracles too we've a powerful array, 
Mighty ſtrange ! to be ſure—but who dare em 
gainſay ? 
For our records are written in cramp Arabic, 
And. the wonders were wrought at the De" ils 
A—e-a-peak : 
So hand round, my fellows, the zoviat; jug, 
Here's a hearty ſucceſs to the Holy Hum bug. 


A knocking is heard at the gates of the . Prieſts riſe 
in great confternation—=toſs into a bag the fragments of the Feaſt, — 
The Ladies ſcamper from the table, and enter into the Statues of the 
Gods, with which the Sanctuary is filled. The High Prieft 
t:uches with his ward the table, which is immediately converted 
into an altar. „ ien defunt. 
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